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The book "Diana: Her True Story," authored by journalist Andrew Morton, marked a pivotal moment
in the public's understanding of Princess Diana's life. Released in 1992, the biography provided an
intimate glimpse into the struggles, triumphs, and emotional turmoil faced by the beloved royal
figure. Morton, who had been granted unprecedented access to Diana, shed light on her personal
experiences, mental health issues, and the complexities of her marriage to Prince Charles. This
article delves into the background of the book, its impact on the royal family, and the broader
implications of Diana's story.

Background of Andrew Morton

Andrew Morton is a British journalist and author renowned for his biographies of high-profile
individuals. With a background in tabloid journalism, he had a keen eye for detail and an
understanding of the public's fascination with celebrity culture. Prior to writing about Diana, Morton
had covered various entertainment stories and had already established a reputation for himself.

Morton’s approach was unique; he sought to present not just facts but also the emotions and
personal experiences of his subjects. His commitment to uncovering the truth made him the perfect
candidate to tell Diana's story. In 1991, Diana reached out to Morton, expressing her desire to share
her side of the story.

Diana's Life Before the Book

Before Morton’s biography, Princess Diana was already a figure of immense public interest, but her
life was often depicted through the lens of the royal family. Key aspects of her life before the book
included:

Early Life

- Born on July 1, 1961, in Sandringham, Norfolk.
- Grew up in a noble family, the Spencers, with a lineage connected to the British aristocracy.
- Attended various schools, culminating in her time at the Institut Alpin Videmanette in Switzerland.

Marriage to Prince Charles

- Married Prince Charles on July 29, 1981, amidst great public excitement.
- Initially portrayed as a fairytale wedding, the reality of their marriage soon proved tumultuous.
- Experienced immense pressure from the media and royal expectations, which contributed to her



struggles.

Motherhood and Personal Struggles

- Gave birth to two sons, Prince William and Prince Harry, who became the focal points of her life.
- Faced difficulties in her marriage, including infidelity and emotional abuse.
- Struggled with mental health issues, including depression and bulimia.

The Writing of "Diana: Her True Story"

The process of creating "Diana: Her True Story" was fraught with challenges and revelations.
Morton’s relationship with Diana was built on trust, and he conducted numerous interviews with her
over the course of several months.

Access and Trust

- Diana provided Morton with access to her life in a way that few others had experienced.
- Their conversations were candid, with Diana revealing her innermost thoughts and feelings.
- Morton meticulously recorded her narratives, emphasizing the importance of her voice.

Content and Themes

The book explores several key themes, including:

1. Isolation: Diana felt isolated within the royal family, struggling to find her place and voice.
2. Media Scrutiny: The book discusses the relentless media attention that Diana faced, which often
exacerbated her struggles.
3. Mental Health: Diana’s battles with bulimia and depression are candidly addressed, bringing
awareness to mental health issues.
4. Marriage Strain: The narrative highlights the breakdown of her marriage to Prince Charles and
the impact of external pressures.

Reactions and Impact

Upon its release, "Diana: Her True Story" sparked significant controversy and debate. The
revelations contained within the book challenged the royal family’s carefully curated public image.



Public Reception

- The book became a bestseller, resonating with readers worldwide and further enhancing Diana’s
status as a beloved figure.
- Many praised Diana for her courage in speaking out about her struggles, viewing her as a victim of
royal constraints.
- The revelations about her marriage and mental health struck a chord, leading to increased
discussions around these topics in society.

Royal Family's Response

- The royal family was reportedly distressed by the book's contents and the portrayal of their private
lives.
- Charles and other family members felt their reputations were under attack, leading to a strained
relationship with Diana.
- The book ultimately contributed to the public's growing sympathy for Diana and dissatisfaction
with the royal institution.

The Legacy of "Diana: Her True Story"

The impact of "Diana: Her True Story" extended far beyond its initial release. It changed the
narrative surrounding not only Diana but also the royal family as a whole.

Influence on Media and Public Perception

- The book opened the floodgates for a new era of celebrity biographies, emphasizing personal
stories and emotional truths.
- It encouraged other public figures to share their stories, leading to an increase in memoirs and
confessional works.
- Diana's revelations contributed to a shift in how mental health was perceived, reducing stigma and
encouraging open conversations.

Continued Relevance

- Diana's story continues to resonate with audiences today, with numerous documentaries, films, and
books discussing her life and legacy.
- Andrew Morton has revisited Diana's story in subsequent works, ensuring that her voice remains
present in public discourse.
- The themes of empowerment, mental health awareness, and challenging societal norms continue to
inspire and influence generations.



Conclusion

"Diana: Her True Story" by Andrew Morton remains a landmark publication that provided an
unprecedented look into the life of Princess Diana. Through Morton's skillful storytelling and Diana's
candid revelations, the book transformed public perceptions of the princess and the complexities of
her life. It shed light on the pressures faced by individuals in the public eye and emphasized the
importance of mental health awareness. As we continue to reflect on Diana's legacy, her story
remains a powerful reminder of the human experience, resilience, and the quest for authenticity
amidst the constraints of societal expectations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Diana: Her True Story' by Andrew Morton about?
'Diana: Her True Story' is a biography of Princess Diana, based on interviews and personal insights
shared by Diana herself. It covers her life, struggles with royal duties, and her experiences within
the royal family.

How did Andrew Morton gain access to Princess Diana for the
book?
Andrew Morton gained access to Princess Diana through a series of secretive meetings and tape
recordings, where she shared her thoughts and feelings about her life, marriage, and mental health.

What were some major revelations in 'Diana: Her True Story'?
The book revealed various personal struggles faced by Diana, including her battle with bulimia, her
feelings of isolation within the royal family, and her tumultuous relationship with Prince Charles.

How did the publication of the book impact Princess Diana's
image?
The publication of 'Diana: Her True Story' significantly humanized Princess Diana, portraying her
vulnerabilities and challenges, and helped reshape public perception, making her a beloved figure
worldwide.

When was 'Diana: Her True Story' originally published?
'Diana: Her True Story' was originally published in 1992 and became an instant bestseller, sparking
widespread media attention and discussion about the royal family.

What was the reaction of the royal family to the book?
The royal family was reportedly upset and shocked by the revelations in 'Diana: Her True Story'.
They viewed it as a breach of trust and a violation of the privacy of the royal family.
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