
discrete math proofs cheat sheet

discrete math proofs cheat sheet serves as an essential resource for students and professionals tackling the
foundational aspects of discrete mathematics. This comprehensive guide consolidates the core principles,
proof techniques, and logical frameworks necessary for mastering discrete math proofs. By focusing on
critical topics such as propositional logic, predicate logic, induction, and set theory, this cheat sheet
streamlines learning and aids in efficient problem-solving. It covers various proof strategies including direct
proofs, proof by contradiction, and proof by contrapositive, enhancing understanding of rigorous
mathematical reasoning. Additionally, the cheat sheet incorporates important definitions, theorems, and
examples to clarify complex concepts and provide quick reference material. Whether preparing for exams
or working on algorithmic problems, this discrete math proofs cheat sheet is an invaluable tool to
strengthen analytical skills. The following sections outline the main areas covered in this guide.

Logical Foundations and Proof Techniques

Set Theory and Relations

Mathematical Induction and Recursion

Functions and Cardinality

Combinatorics and Counting Principles

Logical Foundations and Proof Techniques
Understanding the logical foundations is critical for constructing valid and sound proofs in discrete
mathematics. This section introduces fundamental concepts of propositional and predicate logic, which form
the basis of mathematical reasoning. It also details common proof techniques used to establish the validity of
mathematical statements.

Propositional Logic
Propositional logic deals with statements that are either true or false. It involves logical connectives such as
AND, OR, NOT, IMPLIES, and BICONDITIONAL to form compound statements. Mastery of truth tables,
logical equivalences, and inference rules is essential for analyzing and simplifying logical expressions.



Predicate Logic
Predicate logic extends propositional logic by incorporating quantifiers like the universal quantifier (∀) and
existential quantifier (∃). It allows reasoning about properties of objects within a domain. Understanding
predicates, quantifiers, and their negations is vital for formulating and proving statements about sets and
functions.

Proof Techniques
Several proof methods are commonly employed in discrete mathematics. Each technique suits different
kinds of problems and statements.

Direct Proof: Establishes the truth of a statement by straightforward logical deductions from known
facts and definitions.

Proof by Contrapositive: Proves an implication by demonstrating that the negation of the conclusion
implies the negation of the premise.

Proof by Contradiction: Assumes the negation of the statement to derive a contradiction, thereby
confirming the original statement's truth.

Existence Proofs: Shows that there exists at least one element satisfying a given property, either
constructively or non-constructively.

Proof by Cases: Divides the problem into separate cases and proves the statement for each case
independently.

Set Theory and Relations
Set theory forms the backbone of discrete mathematics, providing a language for describing collections of
objects. Relations extend this framework by defining connections between elements of sets. This section
covers essential concepts and proof techniques related to sets and relations.

Basic Set Concepts
Sets are well-defined collections of distinct objects. Key operations include union, intersection, difference,
and complement. Understanding subset relations, power sets, and Cartesian products is fundamental for
constructing and proving statements involving sets.



Proofs Involving Sets
Proofs in set theory often rely on element-chasing arguments, where membership of elements is analyzed
to demonstrate equality or subset relations. Typical proof strategies include showing mutual inclusion or
using Venn diagrams to visualize set operations.

Relations and Their Properties
Relations are subsets of Cartesian products that describe how elements from one set relate to elements of
another. Important properties include reflexivity, symmetry, transitivity, and antisymmetry. Proofs often
establish whether a relation satisfies these properties, which is critical for classifying relations such as
equivalence relations and partial orders.

Mathematical Induction and Recursion
Mathematical induction is a powerful and widely used method for proving statements about integers and
recursively defined structures. This section delves into the principles of induction and its variations, along
with recursive definitions frequently encountered in discrete mathematics.

Principle of Mathematical Induction
Induction proves a property for all natural numbers by first verifying a base case and then proving that if
the property holds for an arbitrary integer k, it also holds for k + 1. This two-step process ensures the
statement is true for all integers greater than or equal to the base case.

Strong Induction
Strong induction extends the principle by assuming the property holds for all integers up to k to prove it
for k + 1. This approach is especially useful when the proof of the next case depends on multiple preceding
cases.

Recursion and Recursive Proofs
Recursive definitions specify objects or functions in terms of themselves. Proving properties of recursively
defined sequences or structures often requires induction aligned with the recursion. Understanding how to
formulate and prove recursive properties is essential for algorithm analysis and combinatorial problems.



Functions and Cardinality
Functions and cardinality address mappings between sets and the sizes of sets, respectively. This section
explores function properties and the concept of infinite sets, which are pivotal in discrete mathematics
proofs.

Function Properties
Functions are mappings from one set to another. Important properties include injectivity (one-to-one),
surjectivity (onto), and bijectivity (both one-to-one and onto). Proofs often involve demonstrating these
properties to establish function equivalences, inverses, and compositions.

Cardinality of Sets
Cardinality measures the size of a set. Finite sets have cardinalities equal to the number of elements, while
infinite sets require more nuanced definitions involving bijections. Proving two sets have the same
cardinality often involves constructing bijective functions, which is a common technique in discrete math
proofs.

Countability and Uncountability
Countable sets are infinite sets that can be listed in a sequence, such as the natural numbers, while
uncountable sets, like the real numbers, cannot. Proofs of countability or uncountability rely on
diagonalization arguments or explicit enumeration methods.

Combinatorics and Counting Principles
Combinatorics deals with counting, arranging, and selecting objects. This section outlines fundamental
counting principles and combinatorial proof techniques essential for solving discrete math problems.

Basic Counting Principles
The addition and multiplication principles provide foundational rules for counting the number of ways
events can occur. The addition principle applies when events are mutually exclusive, while the
multiplication principle applies to sequences of events.



Permutations and Combinations
Permutations count ordered arrangements of objects, whereas combinations count selections without regard
to order. Understanding formulas and proof techniques for permutations and combinations is critical for
enumerating possibilities in diverse contexts.

Binomial Theorem and Pascal’s Triangle
The binomial theorem expands expressions raised to a power and relates closely to combinatorial
coefficients. Pascal’s triangle provides a convenient method for calculating these coefficients. Proofs
involving the binomial theorem often use induction or combinatorial arguments.

Inclusion-Exclusion Principle
This principle calculates the cardinality of the union of overlapping sets by adding individual set sizes and
subtracting the sizes of their intersections appropriately. It is a vital tool for counting elements accurately
when sets are not mutually exclusive.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a discrete math proofs cheat sheet?
A discrete math proofs cheat sheet is a concise reference guide that summarizes key concepts, proof
techniques, and common theorems used in discrete mathematics to help students efficiently solve proof
problems.

Which proof techniques are commonly included in a discrete math proofs
cheat sheet?
Common proof techniques include direct proof, proof by contradiction, proof by contrapositive,
mathematical induction, strong induction, and proof by cases.

How can a cheat sheet help in understanding mathematical induction?
A cheat sheet typically outlines the steps of mathematical induction clearly: proving the base case, assuming
the statement for n = k, and then proving it for n = k + 1, which aids in structuring induction proofs.



What are some key logical equivalences often summarized in a discrete
math proofs cheat sheet?
Key logical equivalences include De Morgan's laws, distributive laws, commutative laws, associative laws,
and implications such as p -> q being equivalent to ¬p ∨ q.

Does a discrete math proofs cheat sheet include set theory proofs?
Yes, it often includes common set theory identities, proof strategies involving subsets, unions, intersections,
and complements, as well as examples of proofs using element method and Venn diagrams.

Can a cheat sheet assist with understanding proof by contradiction?
Absolutely. It usually explains the concept that to prove a statement, you assume its negation is true and
show that this assumption leads to a contradiction, thereby proving the original statement.

Are common proof structures like 'if and only if' proofs included in cheat
sheets?
Yes, cheat sheets often provide guidelines on how to prove biconditional statements by proving both
directions: 'if p then q' and 'if q then p'.

How important are examples on a discrete math proofs cheat sheet?
Examples are very important as they illustrate how to apply proof techniques in practice, helping students
understand abstract concepts more concretely.

Where can I find a reliable discrete math proofs cheat sheet?
Reliable cheat sheets can be found on university course websites, educational platforms like Khan Academy
or Brilliant, and in discrete math textbooks or study guides available online.

Should a discrete math proofs cheat sheet be used during exams?
This depends on the exam rules. Some instructors allow cheat sheets, but often they are used as study aids
to reinforce understanding rather than during exams.

Additional Resources
1. Discrete Mathematics and Its Applications
This book by Kenneth H. Rosen is a comprehensive guide to discrete mathematics, covering topics such as



logic, proofs, set theory, combinatorics, and graph theory. It is well-known for its clear explanations and
numerous examples, making it a favorite among students and instructors. The book includes various proof
techniques and offers a practical approach to understanding discrete math concepts.

2. How to Prove It: A Structured Approach
Authored by Daniel J. Velleman, this book focuses specifically on teaching readers how to construct
rigorous mathematical proofs. It begins with the basics of logic and gradually introduces different proof
methods, including direct proof, contradiction, and induction. The text is designed to build confidence in
writing proofs, making it ideal for beginners in discrete math.

3. Discrete Mathematics: An Open Introduction
This open-source textbook by Oscar Levin provides an accessible introduction to discrete mathematics with
an emphasis on proof techniques. It covers fundamental topics such as logic, sets, functions, and relations,
along with combinatorics and graph theory. The book includes exercises that encourage readers to practice
proofs and develop strong problem-solving skills.

4. Mathematical Proofs: A Transition to Advanced Mathematics
By Gary Chartrand, Albert D. Polimeni, and Ping Zhang, this book is designed to help students transition
from computational math to proof-based mathematics. It offers thorough explanations of logic and proof
strategies, supplemented by examples and exercises. The material helps readers understand the structure
and purpose of proofs in discrete mathematics and beyond.

5. Discrete Mathematics with Applications
Susanna S. Epp’s book is known for its clarity and focus on reasoning and proof techniques. It introduces
various methods of mathematical proof in the context of discrete math topics like number theory, set
theory, and graph theory. The text is student-friendly and includes numerous examples that demonstrate
how to apply proof strategies effectively.

6. A Transition to Advanced Mathematics
Authored by Douglas Smith, Maurice Eggen, and Richard St. Andre, this text prepares students to
understand and construct mathematical proofs. It covers fundamental concepts such as logic, set theory, and
functions, emphasizing proof techniques relevant to discrete mathematics. The book balances theory with
exercises that reinforce learning and proof-writing skills.

7. Discrete Mathematics: Proof Techniques and Mathematical Structures
This book by Kolman, Busby, and Ross explores discrete mathematics with a strong focus on proof methods
and mathematical reasoning. It covers topics including logic, combinatorics, and graph theory, with detailed
explanations of how to approach and write proofs. The text is suitable for students seeking a structured and
methodical understanding of discrete math proofs.

8. Introduction to Proof in Abstract Mathematics
By Andrew Wohlgemuth, this book is designed to develop a deep understanding of proofs within abstract
mathematics, which includes discrete math topics. It starts with logic and set theory, gradually introducing



proof techniques and their applications. The writing style is clear and approachable, making it a great
resource for those new to proof-based mathematics.

9. Concrete Mathematics: A Foundation for Computer Science
Co-authored by Ronald L. Graham, Donald E. Knuth, and Oren Patashnik, this text blends continuous and
discrete mathematics with an emphasis on problem-solving and rigorous proofs. It covers a wide range of
topics relevant to discrete math, including combinatorics and number theory. The book is well-regarded for
its challenging exercises and thorough treatment of proof strategies.
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