divine liturgy of st john chrysostom

divine liturgy of st john chrysostom is the primary worship service of the
Eastern Orthodox Church and many Eastern Catholic Churches. It is named after
St. John Chrysostom, a prominent Early Church Father and Archbishop of
Constantinople, renowned for his eloquent preaching and liturgical reforms.
This liturgy is celebrated with solemnity and reverence, forming the
spiritual heart of Orthodox Christian worship. The Divine Liturgy of St John
Chrysostom encompasses rich theological symbolism, ancient prayers, hymns,
and rituals that emphasize the mystery of the Eucharist. Understanding its
structure, history, and significance sheds light on its role in Eastern
Christian spirituality. This article explores the origins, components,
theological meanings, and liturgical practices associated with this sacred
rite, offering a comprehensive guide to the divine liturgy of St John
Chrysostom.
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Historical Background of the Divine Liturgy of
St John Chrysostom

The divine liturgy of St John Chrysostom traces its origins to the late 4th
and early 5th centuries during the tenure of St John Chrysostom as Archbishop
of Constantinople. Although the liturgy is attributed to him, it is more
accurate to say that he significantly revised and shaped an existing
Eucharistic rite. This ancient liturgy evolved from earlier Christian worship
traditions, incorporating elements from the Liturgy of St Basil and the
Liturgy of the Apostolic Church. Its widespread adoption throughout the
Byzantine Empire solidified its status as the normative form of the
Eucharistic celebration in Eastern Christianity.

St John Chrysostom’s Contributions

St John Chrysostom, whose name means “golden-mouthed” for his exceptional
oratory skills, enriched the liturgy with his theological insights and
pastoral sensitivity. He emphasized clarity and solemnity in the prayers and
hymns, ensuring that the liturgy was both accessible to the faithful and
deeply reverent. His revisions helped to standardize the liturgical texts and
rituals, many of which remain unchanged in contemporary practice.



Development Through the Centuries

Over the centuries, minor modifications and regional variations emerged
within the divine liturgy of St John Chrysostom. However, the core structure
and prayers have remained remarkably consistent, preserving the theological
and liturgical heritage of the early Church. This liturgy became the
cornerstone of Eastern Orthodox Christian identity and worship,
distinguishing itself from Western liturgical traditions.

Structure and Components of the Liturgy

The divine liturgy of St John Chrysostom is composed of a series of prayers,
hymns, readings, and rituals arranged in a carefully ordered sequence. This
structure facilitates the worship experience and reflects the theological
themes of salvation, sacrifice, and communion with God. The liturgy can be
broadly divided into the Preparation, Liturgy of the Catechumens, and Liturgy
of the Faithful.

Preparation and Proskomedia

The Proskomedia is the preparatory service conducted before the public
liturgy begins. It involves the preparation of the bread and wine that will
become the Body and Blood of Christ. This rite symbolizes Christ’s sacrifice
and sets the tone for the sacred celebration that follows.

Liturgy of the Catechumens

This first part includes the opening prayers, psalms, and readings from the
Epistles and Gospels. It historically served as the catechetical instruction
period for non-baptized individuals (catechumens), who would then leave
before the Liturgy of the Faithful commenced. The readings and hymns prepare
the congregation for participation in the Eucharist.

Liturgy of the Faithful

This central segment encompasses the Great Entrance, the Eucharistic Prayer
(Anaphora), the consecration of the gifts, and Holy Communion. It is the most
solemn and sacred part, focusing on the mystery of Christ’s sacrifice and the
faithful’s union with Him through the Eucharist.

Key Components in Sequence

e Opening Blessings and Prayers

Antiphons and Psalmody

Little Entrance Procession

e Aposticha and Trisagion Hymn



e Scriptural Readings

e Homily or Sermon

e Great Entrance with Gifts

e Fucharistic Prayer (Anaphora)
e Lord’s Prayer and Communion

e Thanksgiving and Dismissal

Theological Significance and Symbolism

The divine liturgy of St John Chrysostom is rich in theology and symbolism,
encapsulating core Christian doctrines. It is both a memorial of Christ’s
Passion and Resurrection and a real participation in the divine life through
the Eucharist. The prayers and rituals express the Church’s understanding of
salvation history, the nature of God, and the believer’s relationship with
the divine.

The Eucharistic Mystery

The heart of the liturgy is the Eucharistic Prayer, where the bread and wine
are consecrated and mystically transformed into the Body and Blood of Christ.
This transformation, known as transubstantiation in Western theology and
often described as a sacred mystery in Eastern theology, signifies Christ’s
real presence among the faithful. The liturgy thus becomes a living encounter
with the divine.

Symbolism in Rituals and Hymns

Various elements of the liturgy carry profound symbolic meanings. For
example, the procession of the Gospel book represents Christ’s entry into the
world, and the use of incense symbolizes prayers rising to heaven. The hymns
and prayers often invoke the heavenly hosts, uniting the earthly congregation
with the celestial worship.

Liturgical Practices and Variations

While the divine liturgy of St John Chrysostom maintains a standardized form,
certain practices and minor variations exist depending on local customs,
church traditions, and liturgical calendars. These variations reflect the
living tradition of the Eastern Orthodox Church and its adaptability without
compromising doctrinal integrity.

Frequency and Occasions of Celebration

This liturgy is celebrated regularly on Sundays and major feast days



throughout the year. On certain solemn occasions, the Liturgy of St Basil the
Great may be used instead, which has a longer anaphora and more elaborate
prayers. The choice between the two is usually dictated by liturgical
calendar and local custom.

Role of Chant and Music

Chanting, an integral part of the divine liturgy of St John Chrysostom,
enhances the worship experience and underscores the sacredness of the words.
Byzantine chant melodies accompany the hymns and responses, creating an
atmosphere of reverence and spiritual contemplation.

Vestments and Liturgical Colors

Priests and deacons wear specific vestments during the liturgy, each with
symbolic meaning, such as the stole and phelonion. Liturgical colors vary
according to the ecclesiastical season or feast, reinforcing the thematic
focus of the service.

Role in Eastern Orthodox Worship and Spiritual
Life

The divine liturgy of St John Chrysostom serves as the central act of worship
in the Eastern Orthodox Church, shaping the spiritual lives of its faithful.
It functions not only as a communal celebration but also as a profound
encounter with God that nourishes believers’ faith and devotion.

Communal and Personal Dimensions

The liturgy fosters a sense of unity among the congregation, as the faithful
gather to worship God together and partake in the Holy Communion. At the same
time, it offers a deeply personal spiritual experience, inviting individuals
to reflect on their relationship with Christ and seek grace and
sanctification.

Educational and Catechetical Function

Through its prayers, readings, and homilies, the divine liturgy of St John
Chrysostom educates the faithful in the doctrines and traditions of the
Church. It serves as a continuous catechism, reinforcing theological truths
and moral teachings embedded in worship.

Spiritual Preparation and Participation

Believers prepare to partake in the divine liturgy through fasting,
confession, and prayer, underscoring the sacredness of the Eucharistic
encounter. Active participation in the liturgy is considered essential for
spiritual growth and communion with the Church.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom?

The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom is the most celebrated Eucharistic
service in the Eastern Orthodox Church and Eastern Catholic Churches of the
Byzantine Rite, attributed to St. John Chrysostom, a 4th-century Archbishop
of Constantinople.

Who was St. John Chrysostom?

St. John Chrysostom was an early Church Father and Archbishop of
Constantinople known for his eloquent preaching and liturgical contributions,
including the Divine Liturgy that bears his name.

What are the main parts of the Divine Liturgy of St.
John Chrysostom?

The main parts include the Liturgy of the Word (with readings from
Scripture), the Liturgy of the Faithful (including the Great Entrance and
Eucharistic Prayer), Holy Communion, and the concluding prayers.

How long does the Divine Liturgy of St. John
Chrysostom typically last?

The service usually lasts about 60 to 90 minutes, depending on the local
customs, the number of hymns, and whether additional prayers or rites are
included.

In which languages is the Divine Liturgy of St. John
Chrysostom celebrated?

It is celebrated in various languages including Greek, Church Slavonic,
Arabic, Romanian, English, and other vernacular languages depending on the
local Orthodox or Eastern Catholic community.

What is the significance of the Great Entrance in the
Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom?

The Great Entrance symbolizes the solemn procession of the gifts (bread and
wine) to the altar, representing Christ's entrance into Jerusalem and the
preparation for the Eucharist.

How does the Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom
differ from the Divine Liturgy of St. Basil?
While both liturgies are similar, St. Basil's Liturgy is longer, includes

additional prayers, and is typically celebrated only on specific feast days,
whereas St. John Chrysostom’s is used more regularly.



Can non-Orthodox Christians attend the Divine Liturgy
of St. John Chrysostom?

Yes, non-Orthodox Christians are generally welcome to attend the Divine
Liturgy as observers, but participation in Holy Communion is typically
reserved for baptized Orthodox Christians in good standing.

What role do icons and chant play in the Divine
Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom?

Icons and chant are integral, serving to create a prayerful atmosphere,
instruct the faithful, and enhance the worship experience by connecting
participants with the heavenly reality celebrated during the liturgy.

Additional Resources

1. The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom: An Introduction

This book provides a comprehensive overview of the Divine Liturgy of St. John
Chrysostom, exploring its historical development, theological significance,
and liturgical structure. It is designed for both clergy and laypeople who
seek to deepen their understanding of Eastern Orthodox worship. The author
also offers insights into the symbolism and spiritual meaning behind the
prayers and rituals.

2. Understanding the Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom

A detailed guide that breaks down each part of the Divine Liturgy, explaining
the scriptural and patristic foundations. The book serves as a valuable
resource for those preparing to serve in the liturgy or those who wish to
participate more fully in the worship experience. It includes commentary on
the hymns, prayers, and ceremonial actions.

3. St. John Chrysostom and the Eastern Orthodox Liturgy

This scholarly work examines the life of St. John Chrysostom and his role in
shaping the liturgical traditions of the Eastern Orthodox Church. It traces
the historical context of his contributions and their lasting impact on the
Divine Liturgy. The book also compares the Chrysostom Liturgy with other
liturgical rites.

4. Prayers and Hymns of the Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom

A collection of the key prayers, hymns, and responses used during the Divine
Liturgy, accompanied by explanations and reflections. This book is intended
for both personal devotion and liturgical preparation, helping readers to
understand the spiritual depth of the texts. It includes translations and
transliterations for easier participation.

5. The Theology of the Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom

Focusing on the theological themes present throughout the Divine Liturgy,
this book explores topics such as the Eucharist, incarnation, and the Kingdom
of God. It situates the liturgy within the broader context of Orthodox
doctrine and spirituality. The author draws from the writings of the Church
Fathers to illuminate the liturgy’s meaning.

6. Celebrating the Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom: A Practical Guide
A practical handbook for priests, deacons, and altar servers that outlines
the rubrics, gestures, and ceremonial practices of the Divine Liturgy. It
offers step-by-step instructions to ensure proper liturgical celebration in



accordance with tradition. The guide also addresses common questions and
provides tips for pastoral sensitivity.

7. The Symbolism of the Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom

This book delves into the rich symbolism embedded in the various elements of
the Divine Liturgy, from the altar arrangement to vestments and liturgical
actions. Readers gain a deeper appreciation for how these symbols convey
theological truths and engage the worshipper’s senses. The work is
illustrated with diagrams and historical examples.

8. Music and Chant in the Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom

Exploring the musical traditions associated with the Divine Liturgy, this
volume highlights the role of Byzantine chant and its wvariations across
different Orthodox cultures. It discusses the liturgical function of music
and its capacity to elevate the spiritual atmosphere of the service. The book
also includes notation samples and guidance for choir directors.

9. The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom: A Historical Survey

This historical study traces the origins and evolution of the Divine Liturgy
from its early Christian roots to contemporary practice. It examines
manuscripts, liturgical reforms, and regional adaptations that have shaped
the rite over centuries. The book is essential reading for those interested
in liturgical history and the continuity of Orthodox worship.
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