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Department of Defense Instruction 130017 is a crucial directive that outlines the policies and
procedures for managing and safeguarding sensitive information related to national security within
the Department of Defense (DoD). This instruction serves as a framework for ensuring that classified
and unclassified information is properly handled, shared, and protected, ultimately enhancing the
security of the nation. In an age where information security is paramount, DoD Instruction 130017
plays a vital role in establishing a comprehensive approach to information assurance and risk
management.

Overview of DoD Instruction 130017

DoD Instruction 130017 provides guidance on the management of sensitive information, including its
classification, dissemination, and protection. The instruction is designed to enhance the nation's
defense posture by ensuring that information is secure from unauthorized access while permitting
necessary and appropriate access to authorized personnel.

Purpose and Scope

The primary purpose of DoD Instruction 130017 is to standardize procedures across the DoD for
handling sensitive information. The scope of the instruction includes:

1. Classification: Outlining criteria for classifying information as sensitive or classified.
2. Access Control: Establishing protocols for granting and revoking access to sensitive information.
3. Training and Awareness: Requiring ongoing training for personnel on information security
practices.
4. Incident Reporting: Defining procedures for reporting security incidents involving sensitive
information.
5. Compliance: Ensuring adherence to federal laws and regulations regarding information security.

Key Definitions

Understanding specific terminology is crucial for effectively implementing DoD Instruction 130017.
Key definitions include:

- Sensitive Information: Any information that requires protection due to its nature, including
classified information and unclassified but sensitive data.
- Classified Information: Information that has been designated as requiring protection against
unauthorized disclosure for national security reasons.
- Access Control: Measures implemented to regulate who can view or use sensitive information.



Classification of Information

The classification of information is a critical aspect of DoD Instruction 130017. It ensures that
sensitive information is appropriately protected based on its potential impact on national security.

Classification Levels

DoD Instruction 130017 specifies three primary classification levels:

1. Top Secret: Information that, if disclosed, could cause exceptionally grave damage to national
security.
2. Secret: Information that, if disclosed, could cause serious damage to national security.
3. Confidential: Information that, if disclosed, could cause damage to national security.

Each classification level has specific handling, storage, and dissemination requirements that must be
followed to maintain security.

Criteria for Classification

The instruction outlines the criteria for classifying information, which include:

- National Security Impact: Evaluating the potential damage to national security if the information is
disclosed.
- Source and Method Protection: Safeguarding sensitive sources and methods of gathering
intelligence.
- Compliance with Laws: Adhering to relevant federal laws and regulations regarding information
classification.

Access Control Protocols

Effective access control is essential for maintaining the integrity and confidentiality of sensitive
information. DoD Instruction 130017 sets forth comprehensive protocols that govern access to
sensitive information.

Access Authorization

Access to sensitive information is contingent upon proper authorization. Key components include:

- Need-to-Know Basis: Personnel may only access information if it is necessary for their official
duties.
- Security Clearance: Individuals must possess the appropriate security clearance level for the
information they are accessing.



- Role-Based Access Control: Access rights are determined based on the individual's role within the
organization.

Access Revocation

In addition to granting access, DoD Instruction 130017 outlines procedures for revoking access
when necessary, such as:

- Termination of Employment: Access must be revoked immediately upon an employee's departure.
- Change in Role: If an individual's role changes and they no longer require access, their permissions
must be adjusted accordingly.
- Security Violations: Any security breaches or violations may result in immediate revocation of
access.

Training and Awareness

Training is a fundamental component of DoD Instruction 130017, ensuring that personnel are
equipped with the knowledge and skills necessary to handle sensitive information securely.

Mandatory Training Programs

The instruction mandates ongoing training programs that cover:

- Information Security Best Practices: Educating personnel on how to protect sensitive information
and recognize potential threats.
- Incident Response Procedures: Training on how to respond to security incidents involving sensitive
information.
- Legal and Regulatory Compliance: Ensuring understanding of relevant laws and regulations related
to information security.

Awareness Campaigns

In addition to formal training, awareness campaigns are encouraged to reinforce the importance of
information security. These campaigns may include:

- Posters and Flyers: Visual reminders about security protocols located in common areas.
- Newsletters: Regular updates on security practices and recent incidents to keep personnel
informed.
- Workshops and Seminars: Interactive sessions that promote discussion about information security
challenges and solutions.



Incident Reporting and Response

DoD Instruction 130017 emphasizes the importance of timely and effective incident reporting and
response to protect sensitive information.

Incident Reporting Procedures

When a security incident occurs, the following procedures must be followed:

1. Immediate Notification: Personnel must report any suspected incidents immediately to the
designated authority.
2. Documentation: All details of the incident must be documented, including the nature of the
incident and any affected information.
3. Investigation: A thorough investigation must be conducted to determine the cause and impact of
the incident.

Response Protocols

Once an incident is reported, an effective response is critical. Key response protocols include:

- Containment: Taking steps to contain the incident and prevent further unauthorized access.
- Assessment: Evaluating the extent of the breach and identifying affected information.
- Recovery: Implementing measures to restore security and prevent recurrence.

Compliance and Accountability

Ensuring compliance with DoD Instruction 130017 is essential for maintaining the integrity of
information security practices within the DoD.

Regular Audits and Assessments

To ensure compliance, regular audits and assessments must be conducted, including:

- Internal Audits: Periodic reviews of information security practices within individual departments.
- Compliance Assessments: Evaluating adherence to federal regulations and DoD policies regarding
information security.

Accountability Measures

Accountability is critical in enforcing compliance with DoD Instruction 130017. Measures include:



- Disciplinary Actions: Establishing consequences for personnel who violate security protocols.
- Performance Evaluations: Incorporating information security practices into performance
evaluations for personnel with access to sensitive information.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Department of Defense Instruction 130017 serves as a pivotal directive aimed at
safeguarding sensitive information within the DoD. By establishing clear guidelines for classification,
access control, training, incident response, and compliance, the instruction plays an instrumental
role in protecting national security. As technology and threats evolve, adherence to these guidelines
ensures that personnel are prepared to counter risks effectively, maintaining the integrity of the
information that underpins the nation's defense strategy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Department of Defense Instruction 130017?
Department of Defense Instruction 130017 outlines the policies and procedures for the management
and oversight of the Defense Acquisition System.

What are the main objectives of DoDI 130017?
The main objectives of DoDI 130017 include ensuring effective acquisition processes, promoting
accountability, and enhancing the efficiency of defense procurement.

Who is responsible for implementing DoDI 130017?
Implementation of DoDI 130017 is the responsibility of the Department of Defense components,
including military services and defense agencies.

How does DoDI 130017 impact defense contractors?
DoDI 130017 impacts defense contractors by establishing clear guidelines and requirements they
must follow to engage in the defense acquisition process.

What are the key compliance requirements outlined in DoDI
130017?
Key compliance requirements in DoDI 130017 include adherence to specific acquisition procedures,
risk management practices, and reporting obligations.

How frequently is DoDI 130017 updated?
DoDI 130017 is typically reviewed and updated periodically to reflect changes in policies,
technology, and acquisition practices.



Where can I access the full text of DoDI 130017?
The full text of DoDI 130017 can be accessed on the official Department of Defense website or
through the Defense Acquisition University resources.
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