
divorce and remarriage in the bible

divorce and remarriage in the bible are topics that have been widely
discussed and interpreted across various Christian traditions. The Bible
contains numerous passages addressing the circumstances under which divorce
is permitted and the conditions for remarriage. Understanding these
scriptural teachings requires examining both the Old and New Testaments, as
well as the cultural and historical context in which they were written. The
complexity of biblical views on divorce and remarriage often leads to
differing theological interpretations and pastoral applications. This article
explores the key biblical texts, theological principles, and practical
implications related to divorce and remarriage in the Bible. It also
highlights the role of Jesus’ teachings and the Apostle Paul’s letters in
shaping Christian perspectives on these issues.
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Divorce in the Old Testament
The Old Testament contains several references to divorce, primarily within
the laws given to the Israelites. Divorce was regulated under Mosaic Law,
which provided guidelines for how and when a man could divorce his wife.
These laws reflect the social and cultural norms of ancient Israel and reveal
the legal framework surrounding marriage dissolution in that era.

Deuteronomic Law on Divorce
One of the clearest Old Testament references to divorce is found in
Deuteronomy 24:1-4. This passage allows a man to write a certificate of
divorce if he finds "some indecency" in his wife. The certificate served as a
legal document to formalize the separation. However, this law also prohibits
a divorced woman from remarrying her former husband after being married to
someone else, indicating the seriousness of divorce and remarriage.



Social and Cultural Context
In ancient Israelite society, divorce was primarily initiated by the husband,
reflecting patriarchal norms. Women had limited rights in this process. The
certificate of divorce was meant to protect women from being treated as
adulterers if they remarried, providing a degree of social and legal
protection. Despite its allowance, divorce was generally discouraged and seen
as a concession to human hardness of heart.

Teachings of Jesus on Divorce and Remarriage
Jesus’ teachings on divorce and remarriage are central to the New Testament’s
perspective and have significantly influenced Christian doctrine. His words
emphasize the sanctity of marriage and set higher moral standards compared to
the Old Testament laws.

Jesus’ Teaching in the Synoptic Gospels
In the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, Jesus addresses divorce directly.
For example, in Matthew 19:3-9, Jesus responds to Pharisees questioning Him
about the legality of divorce. He refers back to the creation narrative,
emphasizing that marriage is a divine union made by God, which should not be
separated by man. Jesus states that divorce was permitted by Moses only
because of the hardness of people’s hearts but was not part of God’s original
design.

Exceptions Allowed by Jesus
Jesus permits divorce in cases of sexual immorality (porneia). This exception
is explicitly mentioned in Matthew 19:9 and provides a limited circumstance
under which divorce and subsequent remarriage are allowed. Otherwise,
remarriage after divorce is equated with committing adultery, reflecting the
strict view on marital fidelity.

Apostolic Views on Divorce and Remarriage
The Apostle Paul’s letters further clarify the New Testament stance on
divorce and remarriage, addressing practical issues faced by early Christian
communities. Paul’s teachings complement Jesus’ words and offer guidance on
how believers should handle marital breakdowns.

Paul’s Instructions in 1 Corinthians
In 1 Corinthians 7, Paul discusses marriage, divorce, and remarriage



extensively. He advises believers to remain married whenever possible but
recognizes situations where separation might occur. Paul emphasizes
reconciliation and peace but also allows for divorce if an unbelieving spouse
departs from the marriage. In such cases, the believing partner is not bound
to remain married and may remarry.

Paul’s Emphasis on Sanctity and Commitment
Paul underscores the sacredness of marriage and the importance of commitment.
He encourages spouses to live in peace and mutual respect. His teachings
balance the ideal of lifelong marital faithfulness with pastoral sensitivity
to real-life challenges, thus shaping Christian ethics on divorce and
remarriage.

Conditions and Exceptions for Divorce in the
Bible
The Bible outlines specific conditions and exceptions under which divorce and
remarriage may be permissible. These provisions reflect both divine
principles and human realities.

Grounds for Divorce
According to biblical texts, the primary grounds for divorce include:

Sexual immorality or marital unfaithfulness (Matthew 19:9)

Abandonment by an unbelieving spouse (1 Corinthians 7:15)

Hardness of heart or irreconcilable differences (implied in Matthew
19:8)

Remarriage After Divorce
Remarriage is generally permitted only when the divorce occurs on biblical
grounds. The Bible warns against remarriage if the divorce was not biblically
justified, as it may be considered adulterous. These conditions underscore
the importance of careful discernment and adherence to scriptural standards.



Theological Implications of Remarriage
Remarriage after divorce carries significant theological implications within
Christian doctrine. It touches on themes of grace, forgiveness, covenant
faithfulness, and the nature of marriage as a holy union.

Marriage as a Covenant
The Bible presents marriage as a covenant established by God, symbolizing a
lifelong, exclusive commitment. Divorce disrupts this covenant, and
remarriage raises questions about the integrity of that bond. Theologians
emphasize that marriage reflects God’s unbreakable covenant with His people,
hence the strong biblical stance against divorce.

Grace and Forgiveness
Christian theology also highlights God’s grace and forgiveness, which extend
to those who have experienced divorce. The opportunity for repentance and
restoration is central, and remarriage can be seen as part of God’s
redemptive plan when aligned with biblical conditions.

Practical Considerations for Modern Believers
Contemporary Christians often face complex situations regarding divorce and
remarriage. Applying biblical teachings requires wisdom, compassion, and
pastoral care.

Pastoral Guidance
Church leaders provide counsel based on scriptural principles, helping
individuals navigate divorce and remarriage with spiritual sensitivity.
Emphasis is placed on repentance, healing, and reconciliation wherever
possible.

Community and Support
Believers experiencing divorce are encouraged to seek support within the
faith community. Understanding the biblical perspective helps reduce stigma
and promotes compassionate responses to those affected by marital
dissolution.



Key Considerations

Assess the biblical grounds for divorce carefully.1.

Seek spiritual and pastoral counsel before pursuing remarriage.2.

Focus on healing and restoration in personal and communal contexts.3.

Maintain respect for the sanctity of marriage while recognizing human4.
frailty.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the Bible say about divorce?
The Bible generally discourages divorce, emphasizing the sanctity of
marriage. For example, Jesus said in Matthew 19:6, 'What God has joined
together, let no one separate.' However, exceptions are mentioned, such as in
cases of marital unfaithfulness.

Is remarriage allowed after divorce according to the
Bible?
Remarriage after divorce is allowed in certain circumstances in the Bible.
Jesus taught in Matthew 19:9 that remarriage is permissible if the divorce
was due to sexual immorality. Otherwise, remarriage may be considered
adultery.

What reasons for divorce are mentioned in the Bible?
The Bible explicitly mentions 'sexual immorality' as a valid reason for
divorce (Matthew 19:9). The Old Testament also allows divorce for 'indecency'
or unfaithfulness (Deuteronomy 24:1). Some interpret other situations
differently, but these are the primary biblical reasons.

How did Jesus' teachings on divorce differ from Old
Testament laws?
In the Old Testament, divorce was permitted with a certificate of divorce
(Deuteronomy 24:1-4). Jesus, however, raised the standard by emphasizing the
original intention of marriage and limiting divorce only to cases of sexual
immorality (Matthew 19:3-9).



Can a divorced person remarry in the church
according to biblical teachings?
Many churches base their teachings on biblical passages and may allow
remarriage if the divorce was biblically justified, such as adultery.
However, views vary among denominations, with some being more strict and
others more lenient.

What does Apostle Paul say about marriage, divorce,
and remarriage?
Paul advises believers to remain married if possible (1 Corinthians 7:10-11)
but also acknowledges situations where separation occurs. He permits
remarriage if the previous spouse has died (Romans 7:2-3) and encourages
believers married to unbelievers to stay if the unbelieving spouse consents
(1 Corinthians 7:12-16).

Is divorce considered a sin in the Bible?
Divorce itself is not labeled explicitly as sin, but it is discouraged and
viewed as contrary to God's original plan for marriage. The Bible presents
divorce as a concession due to human hardness of heart, with sin potentially
arising when divorce occurs without biblical grounds.

What is the biblical view on reconciliation after
divorce?
The Bible encourages reconciliation and forgiveness in marriage. Jesus taught
that reconciliation is preferable and that remarriage should happen only if
the original marriage is truly ended biblically (Matthew 19:6-9).

How should believers approach divorce and remarriage
according to biblical principles?
Believers are encouraged to seek God's guidance, uphold the sanctity of
marriage, pursue reconciliation, and follow biblical teachings on permissible
grounds for divorce and remarriage. Prayer, counsel, and adherence to
Scripture are key.

Are there examples of divorce and remarriage in the
Bible?
While the Bible records instances of divorce in the Old Testament (e.g.,
Ezra's reforms), explicit examples of remarriage after divorce are rare. The
focus is more on teaching principles rather than providing many specific
cases.



Additional Resources
1. Divorce and Remarriage in Biblical Perspective
This book offers an in-depth examination of the scriptural teachings on
divorce and remarriage. It explores key biblical passages from both the Old
and New Testaments, analyzing their historical and cultural contexts. The
author discusses various interpretations and the theological implications for
contemporary Christian practice.

2. Marriage, Divorce, and Remarriage in the Bible
Focusing on the biblical narrative, this book surveys the stories and laws
related to marriage, divorce, and remarriage found throughout Scripture. It
addresses difficult questions about the permanence of marriage vows and the
conditions under which remarriage is permissible. The work also considers the
pastoral challenges faced by churches today.

3. God’s Design for Marriage: Divorce and Remarriage Explored
This volume presents a comprehensive study of God’s original intention for
marriage as portrayed in the Bible. It contrasts this ideal with the
realities of divorce and remarriage, offering a balanced theological
approach. Readers are guided through scriptural teachings that highlight
grace, forgiveness, and restoration.

4. Divorce, Remarriage, and the Church: Biblical Guidance
Targeted toward church leaders and laypersons alike, this book provides
practical advice based on biblical principles regarding divorce and
remarriage. It examines case studies and pastoral scenarios to help readers
navigate complex situations with sensitivity and scriptural fidelity. The
author stresses the importance of compassion alongside doctrinal clarity.

5. The Biblical View of Divorce and Remarriage
This scholarly work delves into the historical background of divorce laws in
biblical times and their application in the modern church. It contrasts
Jewish, Greco-Roman, and early Christian perspectives to illuminate evolving
attitudes. The book also addresses controversial passages and offers insights
for ethical decision-making.

6. From Brokenness to Healing: Divorce and Remarriage in Scripture
Focusing on themes of restoration, this book highlights stories of
individuals who experienced broken marriages and found hope through God’s
grace. It offers encouragement to those affected by divorce and explores the
biblical basis for remarriage as a path to healing. The narrative is both
pastoral and theologically rich.

7. Understanding Divorce and Remarriage: A Biblical Approach
This accessible guide helps readers understand the complexities of divorce
and remarriage from a biblical standpoint. It breaks down difficult texts and
provides clear explanations for common questions. The author emphasizes God’s
mercy while upholding the sanctity of marriage.

8. Marriage, Divorce, and the New Testament



Concentrating specifically on New Testament teachings, this book analyzes
Jesus’ and Paul’s statements about marriage and divorce. It explores how
early Christians dealt with marital issues and how those principles apply
today. The study highlights the transformative power of Christ in
relationships.

9. Remarriage After Divorce: A Biblical and Pastoral Study
This book combines biblical exegesis with pastoral insights to address the
sensitive topic of remarriage after divorce. It discusses the conditions
under which remarriage is biblically acceptable and the challenges it
presents within church communities. Practical guidance is offered for
individuals and ministers alike.
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