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The Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills (DIBELS) assessment is a crucial tool used in
early childhood education to evaluate the literacy skills of young learners. Specifically designed for
students from kindergarten through sixth grade, DIBELS provides educators with valuable insights
into students' reading abilities, helping to identify those who may require additional support. This
article delves into a kindergarten example of the DIBELS assessment, exploring its purpose,
components, administration, and interpretation of results.

Understanding DIBELS Assessment

DIBELS is a set of procedures and measures for assessing the acquisition of early literacy skills from
the beginning of kindergarten through the end of sixth grade. The assessment is designed to be
quick, efficient, and easy to administer, making it suitable for classroom settings. The results are used
to monitor students' progress, identify at-risk students, and inform instructional practices.

Purpose of DIBELS

The primary purposes of DIBELS include:

1. Screening: To identify students who may be at risk for reading difficulties.
2. Progress Monitoring: To track students’ reading development over time.
3. Instructional Planning: To inform teachers about which skills need to be targeted for instruction.

Components of DIBELS

The DIBELS assessment consists of several key components, each focusing on different aspects of
early literacy. For kindergarten, the following measures are commonly included:

1. Phonemic Awareness: The ability to hear, identify, and manipulate individual sounds in spoken
words.

- Example: Students may be asked to say what word remains when a sound is removed (e.g., "Say
‘cat’ without the /k/ sound. What do you get?").

2. Alphabetic Principle: Understanding that letters represent sounds and that these sounds can be
blended to form words.
- Example: Students are assessed on their ability to name letters and the sounds they make.

3. Fluency: The ability to read a text smoothly and accurately.
- Example: Students read a short passage aloud for one minute, and their accuracy and speed are
measured.



4. Vocabulary: Understanding the meanings of words, which supports reading comprehension.
- Example: Students might be asked to define a word or choose a synonym for a given word.

5. Comprehension: The ability to understand and interpret what is being read.
- Example: After reading a short story, students may answer questions related to the text.

Administration of DIBELS in Kindergarten

Administering the DIBELS assessment in kindergarten typically involves one-on-one sessions between
the teacher and the student. The assessments are brief, usually taking about 5-10 minutes per
measure, allowing teachers to gather data quickly.

Steps to Administer DIBELS

1. Preparation: Ensure that the assessment materials are ready, including the assessment forms and
any necessary recording sheets.

2. Setting the Environment: Conduct the assessment in a quiet space free from distractions to help
students focus.

3. Instructions: Clearly explain to the students what they will be doing, using simple language that
they can understand.

4. Conducting the Assessment: Administer each measure according to the guidelines provided in the
DIBELS manual. Record students’ responses accurately.

5. Scoring: After the assessment, score the responses using the established criteria. This may involve
counting correct answers, timing the duration of a reading passage, or evaluating fluency.

6. Data Entry: Input the results into a data management system to track progress and outcomes.

Interpreting DIBELS Results

Once the DIBELS assessment is complete, the next critical step is interpreting the results. Teachers
use the scores to determine how well each student is performing relative to benchmark goals.

Benchmark Goals

DIBELS provides benchmark goals for each measure, which are based on research regarding the skills
necessary for reading success. These benchmarks are typically set at different intervals throughout
the school year, allowing teachers to assess whether students are on track.



Understanding Scores

- Above Benchmark: Students who score above the benchmark are likely to be on track for reading
success.

- At Benchmark: Students who meet the benchmark are making adequate progress and may need
continued support to maintain their trajectory.

- Below Benchmark: Students who score below the benchmark may require additional intervention

and support. This could include targeted small-group instruction, one-on-one tutoring, or specific
literacy interventions.

Using Results for Instruction

The data gathered from DIBELS assessments can guide instructional decisions in several ways:

- Differentiation: Tailoring instruction to meet the varying needs of students in the classroom based
on their assessment results.

- Intervention: Identifying students who need additional support and implementing targeted
interventions to address their specific skill deficits.

- Progress Monitoring: Regularly reassessing students to determine the effectiveness of interventions
and make adjustments as necessary.

Benefits of DIBELS Assessment

The DIBELS assessment offers several advantages in early literacy education:

1. Early Identification: It allows for the early identification of at-risk students, enabling timely
interventions.

2. Data-Driven Instruction: Educators can make informed decisions about instruction based on
concrete data.

3. Progress Tracking: Regular progress monitoring helps teachers evaluate the effectiveness of their
teaching strategies and make necessary adjustments.

4. Engagement: The quick and structured format of DIBELS assessments keeps students engaged and
reduces anxiety compared to longer assessments.

Challenges and Considerations

While the DIBELS assessment is beneficial, there are also challenges and considerations to keep in



mind:

1. Test Anxiety: Some students may feel anxious during assessments, which can affect their
performance. Creating a supportive environment is essential.

2. Cultural Differences: Teachers should be aware of cultural differences in language and literacy
experiences, which may impact students' assessment performance.

3. Comprehensive Assessment: DIBELS should be part of a broader assessment strategy that includes
other measures of literacy and social-emotional development.

Conclusion

The DIBELS assessment serves as a vital tool in the realm of early literacy education, particularly in
kindergarten. By providing a structured, evidence-based approach to evaluating students' reading
skills, DIBELS enables educators to identify at-risk students, monitor progress, and tailor instruction to
meet individual needs. As schools continue to prioritize literacy development, understanding and
effectively implementing assessments like DIBELS will be crucial in fostering a strong foundation for
lifelong reading success. Through ongoing assessment and responsive teaching, educators can help
all students reach their full potential in literacy and beyond.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the DIBELS assessment for kindergarten?

DIBELS stands for Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills. It's a set of standardized measures
used to assess the early literacy skills of students in kindergarten, focusing on areas such as
phonemic awareness, alphabetic principle, and fluency.

What are some examples of tasks included in the DIBELS
assessment for kindergarten?

Examples of tasks include phoneme segmentation (breaking words into individual sounds), letter
naming fluency (quickly naming letters), and oral reading fluency (reading a passage aloud to assess
speed and accuracy).

How often should kindergarten students be assessed using
DIBELS?

Kindergarten students are typically assessed three times a year—at the beginning, middle, and end of
the school year—to monitor their progress and identify any areas needing intervention.

What is the purpose of using DIBELS assessments in



kindergarten?

The purpose of DIBELS assessments is to identify students' literacy skills early on, allowing educators
to provide targeted support and interventions to help them succeed in reading as they progress
through school.

How can teachers use DIBELS assessment results to improve
student outcomes?

Teachers can use DIBELS assessment results to tailor their instruction to meet the specific needs of
each student, implement intervention strategies for those who are struggling, and track progress over
time to ensure all students are developing their literacy skills effectively.
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