designing your own classical curriculum

Designing your own classical curriculum can be a fulfilling endeavor that allows
educators and parents to create a rich educational environment tailored to the needs of
their children. A classical education emphasizes the importance of the liberal arts and aims
to cultivate not only knowledge but also wisdom and virtue. This article will guide you
through the essential components, principles, and steps involved in designing your own
classical curriculum, ensuring that you provide a well-rounded educational experience.

Understanding the Classical Education Model

Before embarking on the journey of designing your own classical curriculum, it is vital to
understand the foundations of classical education. This approach is characterized by three
stages of learning known as the trivium: grammar, logic, and rhetoric.

The Trivium Explained

1. Grammar Stage (Ages 5-11)

In this foundational stage, children absorb facts and information. They learn the basics of
various subjects, including:

- Language (grammar and vocabulary)

- Mathematics (basic arithmetic)

- Science (observation and classification)

- History (chronology and key events)

2. Logic Stage (Ages 11-14)

At this stage, students begin to think critically and analyze the information they have
learned. The focus shifts to:

- Understanding relationships between concepts

- Developing skills in reasoning and argumentation

- Exploring subjects in greater depth, such as:

- Philosophy

- Advanced mathematics

- Literature analysis

3. Rhetoric Stage (Ages 14-18)

The final stage emphasizes communication and expression. Students learn to articulate
their thoughts and ideas effectively. Key activities include:

- Writing essays and reports

- Engaging in debates and discussions

- Studying advanced topics in:

- History and politics

- Arts and humanities

- Science and mathematics



Components of a Classical Curriculum

When designing your own classical curriculum, consider the following essential components
that should be integrated into your educational plan.

Core Subjects

A classical curriculum should encompass a variety of subjects that foster critical thinking
and creativity. Core subjects include:

- Language Arts: Focus on reading, writing, and literature analysis.

- Mathematics: Emphasize problem-solving and logical reasoning.

- History: Study historical events, cultures, and philosophies.

- Science: Encourage inquiry through observation and experimentation.

- Foreign Languages: Introduce classical languages (Latin and Greek) alongside modern
languages to enhance cognitive skills.

The Arts

Incorporating the arts into your curriculum is crucial for developing well-rounded students.
Consider including:

- Visual Arts: Drawing, painting, and sculpture to foster creativity.
- Performing Arts: Music, drama, and dance to enhance expressive abilities.
- Art History: Understanding the cultural significance of various art forms.

Character Education

A hallmark of classical education is the focus on virtue and character development.
Integrate character education through:

- Literature: Choose texts that exemplify moral dilemmas and ethical questions.

- Philosophy: Explore philosophical ideas related to ethics and morality.

- Service Learning: Encourage community service projects to instill a sense of responsibility
and empathy.

Choosing Resources for Your Curriculum

Designing your own classical curriculum involves selecting appropriate resources that align
with the principles of classical education. Here are some categories of resources to
consider:



Books and Texts

Curate a list of classical texts and modern works that are age-appropriate and thematically
relevant. Some recommended authors and works include:

- Classical Literature: Homer’s "The lliad," Virgil’s "Aeneid," and Shakespeare’s plays.

- Philosophy: Plato’s "The Republic," Aristotle’s "Nicomachean Ethics," and C.S. Lewis’s
"Mere Christianity."

- History: "The Histories" by Herodotus and "The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire" by
Edward Gibbon.

Online Resources and Courses

Leverage online platforms that offer classical education materials, including:

- Online Courses: Websites like Classical Academic Press and The Great Courses provide
structured learning opportunities.

- Educational Videos: Platforms such as Khan Academy and YouTube have numerous
educational videos on various subjects.

Community and Co-op Programs

Connect with local homeschool groups or classical education co-ops to share resources,
ideas, and support. Participating in group activities can enhance the educational
experience.

Implementing Your Curriculum

Once you have designed your classical curriculum, the next step is to implement it
effectively. Here are some strategies to consider:

Setting a Schedule

Create a balanced schedule that incorporates time for each subject, arts, and character
education. Consider the following tips:

- Daily Routine: Structure your day with dedicated time blocks for core subjects and special
activities.

- Flexibility: Allow for flexibility in the schedule to accommodate interests and learning
paces.



Assessment and Evaluation

Regular assessment is crucial for measuring progress and understanding areas that may
need more focus. Consider using:

- Formal Assessments: Periodic tests or quizzes to evaluate knowledge.
- Informal Assessments: Observations, discussions, and projects to gauge understanding
and engagement.

Adapting and Evolving Your Curriculum

One of the advantages of designing your own classical curriculum is the ability to adapt and
evolve it over time. As students grow and their interests change, ensure that your
curriculum remains engaging and relevant by:

- Incorporating Feedback: Regularly seek feedback from students about their learning
experiences.

- Staying Informed: Keep up with new educational resources, methodologies, and classical
texts to enrich your curriculum.

Conclusion

Designing your own classical curriculum is not just about creating a series of lessons; it's
about fostering a lifelong love of learning in your students. By understanding the principles
of classical education, carefully selecting resources, and implementing effective teaching
strategies, you can cultivate a nurturing and intellectually stimulating environment.
Embrace the journey of classical education, and watch as your students develop into
thoughtful, articulate, and virtuous individuals.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key components of a classical curriculum?

A classical curriculum typically includes the study of the trivium (grammar, logic, and
rhetoric) and quadrivium (arithmetic, geometry, music, and astronomy), as well as a focus
on the great works of Western literature, philosophy, and history.

How can | choose appropriate texts for my classical
curriculum?

Select texts that are considered 'great books' or foundational works in Western civilization.
Look for literature that stimulates critical thinking and covers diverse perspectives across
different eras.



What age groups are best suited for a classical
curriculum?

A classical curriculum can be adapted for all ages, but it is often structured to align with
developmental stages: the grammar stage for younger children, the logic stage for middle
schoolers, and the rhetoric stage for high school students.

How can | incorporate modern subjects into a classical
curriculum?

You can integrate modern subjects by connecting them to classical themes, such as
exploring scientific principles through historical texts or discussing contemporary issues in
light of classical philosophical ideas.

What role does history play in a classical curriculum?

History is central to a classical curriculum as it provides context for the literature,
philosophy, and art studied. It helps students understand the development of ideas and the
interconnectedness of cultures.

How can | assess student progress in a classical
curriculum?

Assessment can be done through discussions, written essays, presentations, and projects
that require critical thinking and the application of knowledge, rather than standardized
tests.

What resources are available for designing a classical
curriculum?

There are many resources available, including classical education websites, curriculum
guides, books on classical pedagogy, and online forums where educators share ideas and
materials.

How do | balance classical education with student
interests?

Incorporate student interests by allowing them to pursue projects or readings that connect
to the classical material. This encourages engagement while maintaining the integrity of
the curriculum.

What challenges might | face when implementing a
classical curriculum?

Challenges can include resistance from students accustomed to modern educational
approaches, finding the right resources, and ensuring a comprehensive understanding of
classical concepts among diverse learners.
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