dictionary of american regional english

Dictionary of American Regional English is a monumental work that captures the rich tapestry of
American speech across various regions. This unparalleled project serves as a linguistic time capsule,
documenting the unique words, phrases, and pronunciations that characterize different parts of the United
States. As language is deeply intertwined with culture and identity, the Dictionary of American Regional
English (DARE) not only provides definitions but also reveals the historical and social nuances that shape
American communication. This article delves into the origins, structure, significance, and impact of DARE,

as well as how it continues to influence the understanding of American English.

Origins of the Dictionary of American Regional English

The inception of the Dictionary of American Regional English can be traced back to the mid-20th century.
Linguist Frederic G. Cassidy spearheaded the project, driven by a desire to document the vast array of

dialects and regional vernaculars across the United States.

Historical Context

1. Post-World War II America: In the years following World War I, there was a growing interest in the
preservation of regional dialects. Scholars recognized that the rapid advancements in technology and

communication were homogenizing language, and many unique expressions were at risk of disappearing.

2. The Need for Documentation: Linguists realized that existing dictionaries were often limited to standard
English. There was no comprehensive resource that captured the diverse and colorful vocabulary that

varied from state to state.
3. The Survey Method: Cassidy and his team employed a survey method to gather data. They created

questionnaires that were distributed to various communities across the U.S. This grassroots approach

allowed them to collect authentic, firsthand accounts of regional speech.

Publication Timeline

DARE's first volume was published in 1985, with subsequent volumes released over the years. The project
was extensive, and it took decades to compile the vast amount of data collected from interviews, surveys,

and written sources.

1. Volume I (1985): Focused primarily on the Northeast and Midwest regions, this volume set the



groundwork for the future entries.

2. Volume II (1990): Continued the exploration of American English with entries from the South and parts
of the West.

3. Volume III (1996): Offered insights into the language of the western United States, completing the

geographical coverage.

4. Supplement (2002): A supplement was released to include new findings and words that emerged since

the initial volumes were published.

Structure of the Dictionary

The Dictionary of American Regional English is meticulously organized, making it user-friendly for both

scholars and casual users.

Entry Format

Each entry in DARE typically includes:

- Word or Phrase: The term being defined.

- Part of Speech: Indication of whether the entry is a noun, verb, adjective, etc.

- Pronunciation: Phonetic transcription to guide users on how to pronounce the word.

- Regional Distribution: Information on where the term is commonly used.

- Definitions: Clear definitions that explain the meaning.

- Quotations: Examples of the word used in context, often drawn from interviews, literature, or folklore.

- Etymology: Insights into the origins and historical development of the word.

Regional Variations

DARE documents variations not only in vocabulary but also in pronunciation and usage, offering insights

into the following:

1. Urban vs. Rural Speech: Differences in language can often be seen between city dwellers and those in
rural areas.

2. Cultural Influences: Language reflects cultural backgrounds, with influences from immigrant populations
leading to unique regional expressions.

3. Generational Changes: The evolution of language over time, showcasing how younger generations adapt



or alter traditional terms.

Significance of the Dictionary

The Dictionary of American Regional English serves multiple important functions in the study of

linguistics and cultural history.

Preservation of Linguistic Heritage

1. Cultural Identity: Language is a key component of cultural identity. DARE helps preserve the unique
linguistic characteristics of different regions, ensuring that future generations can appreciate the diversity

of American English.
2. Recording Disappearing Dialects: Many regional dialects are at risk of extinction due to globalization and

societal changes. DARE serves as a record of these dialects, providing a historical reference for linguists and

historians.

Educational Resource

1. For Scholars and Educators: DARE is an invaluable resource for researchers studying American English,
sociolinguistics, and anthropology.
2. For Students: It offers students insights into the richness of their language, encouraging them to explore

their own regional dialects.

Impact on Popular Culture

1. Influence on Literature: Many authors use regional dialects to create authentic voices in their narratives.

DARE provides writers with the vocabulary and expressions that lend authenticity to their characters.

2. Media and Entertainment: Television shows and movies often depict regional speech. DARE helps

creators accurately portray the nuances of American English, enriching storytelling.

Challenges and Criticisms



Despite its many merits, the Dictionary of American Regional English has faced challenges and criticisms.

Data Collection Limitations

1. Subjectivity: Language is inherently subjective, and the selection of words and phrases for inclusion can
reflect the biases of the researchers.

2. Regional Overlap: Some terms may be used in multiple regions, leading to ambiguities in classification.

Evolution of Language

1. Dynamic Nature of Language: Language is constantly evolving, and new slang or expressions may
emerge that are not captured in the dictionary.
2. Digital Age Influence: The rise of social media and digital communication has changed how language is

used, potentially rendering some regional expressions obsolete.

Future Directions

The future of the Dictionary of American Regional English looks promising, with ongoing efforts to update

and expand its content.

Digitalization and Accessibility

1. Online Database: Plans are underway to create an online platform, making DARE more accessible to a
wider audience.
2. User Contributions: There is potential for crowdsourced contributions, allowing users to submit new

regional terms and expressions.

Continued Research

1. Ongoing Surveys: Linguists continue to conduct surveys to gather fresh data on evolving language
patterns.
2. Collaboration with Educational Institutions: Partnerships with universities can enhance research efforts

and promote the study of regional dialects in academic settings.

In conclusion, the Dictionary of American Regional English stands as a testament to the complexity and



richness of American language. It not only serves as a crucial linguistic resource but also as an important
cultural artifact that celebrates the diversity of regional dialects. Through its comprehensive documentation
of words and phrases, DARE enriches our understanding of how language shapes identity, culture, and
communication in the United States. As we move forward, the ongoing exploration and documentation of

regional speech will continue to contribute to the vibrant tapestry of American English.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Dictionary of American Regional English (DARE)?

The Dictionary of American Regional English (DARE) is a comprehensive dictionary that documents the
diverse vocabulary and expressions used across different regions of the United States, reflecting the cultural

and linguistic diversity of American English.

How does DARE differ from standard dictionaries?

DARE focuses specifically on regional variations in American English, providing insights into local dialects,
pronunciations, and usage that are often overlooked in standard dictionaries, which typically aim for a more

generalized view of the language.

‘What are some examples of regional words documented in DARE?

Examples of regional words include "pop' for soda in the Midwest, 'grinders' for sub sandwiches in New

England, and 'coke' as a generic term for soft drinks in the South.

How can researchers and linguists benefit from DARE?

Researchers and linguists can use DARE as a valuable resource for studying language variation, regional
dialects, and the evolution of American English, helping them to better understand cultural influences on

language.

Is DARE available in digital format?

Yes, DARE is available in both print and digital formats, with an online version that allows users to access

its extensive collection of regional vocabulary and expressions easily.
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