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dirty deeds done dirt cheap tab is a popular search term among guitarists and
music enthusiasts looking to master one of AC/DC’s most iconic riffs. This
song, known for its gritty sound and raw energy, is a staple in classic rock
repertoires. Understanding the dirty deeds done dirt cheap tab is essential
for players aiming to capture the authentic feel of the track. This article
delves into the details of the tablature, techniques required, and tips for
playing the song accurately. Additionally, it explores the song’s background,
its place in rock history, and how to approach learning it effectively.
Whether a beginner or an advanced guitarist, the insights provided here will
enhance your grasp of this legendary tune.
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Overview of "Dirty Deeds Done Dirt Cheap"
"Dirty Deeds Done Dirt Cheap" is a song by the Australian rock band AC/DC,
originally released in 1976. It is known for its driving rhythm, catchy
riffs, and rebellious lyrics. The song’s distinctive sound is largely driven
by Angus Young’s guitar work, which combines power chords, bluesy bends, and
rhythmic chugging. The track has become a classic rock staple and is often
cited as a prime example of AC/DC’s straightforward, hard-hitting style. For
guitarists, mastering this song provides insight into the band’s signature
sound and technique.

Song Structure and Key Elements
The song is primarily built around a steady, mid-tempo groove with a focus on
rhythm guitar complemented by lead fills. It is played in the key of E minor,
utilizing power chords and pentatonic scale licks. The structure includes an
intro riff, verses, chorus, and a solo section, each showcasing different
aspects of the band’s energetic style.



Impact and Popularity
"Dirty Deeds Done Dirt Cheap" has enjoyed enduring popularity since its
release, featuring in numerous compilations and live performances. Its catchy
riff and memorable chorus resonate with audiences worldwide, contributing to
AC/DC’s legacy as one of rock’s most influential bands.

Understanding the Dirty Deeds Done Dirt Cheap
Tab
The dirty deeds done dirt cheap tab represents the guitar tablature notation
that guides players through the song’s riffs and solos. Tablature is a form
of musical notation indicating finger positioning on the fretboard rather
than traditional sheet music. This makes it accessible for guitarists of
various skill levels. The tab for this song details every chord, riff, and
solo phrase, allowing for accurate replication of the track.

Basic Components of the Tab
The tab consists of six horizontal lines representing the guitar strings,
with numbers indicating the frets to be played. For "Dirty Deeds Done Dirt
Cheap," the tab includes:

Main riff notation

Power chord shapes

Lead guitar licks and bends

Rhythmic timing suggestions

Solo phrases with hammer-ons and pull-offs

Reading and Interpreting the Tab
To effectively use the dirty deeds done dirt cheap tab, players must
understand timing and rhythm beyond the fret numbers. The tab often pairs
with rhythm notation or suggested tempo, crucial for capturing the song’s
driving feel. Emphasis on palm muting and precise picking is also typically
annotated to guide the player’s technique.



Techniques and Playing Tips
Playing "Dirty Deeds Done Dirt Cheap" requires a combination of rhythm
precision and lead guitar skills. The dirty deeds done dirt cheap tab
highlights specific techniques that are vital for an authentic sound. These
techniques include power chord transitions, string bending, palm muting, and
alternate picking.

Essential Guitar Techniques
Key techniques featured in the dirty deeds done dirt cheap tab include:

Power Chords: Fundamental to the song’s riff, power chords form the
backbone of the rhythm section.

Palm Muting: Used to control string resonance and add a percussive
texture to the rhythm parts.

String Bending: Adds expressiveness to lead lines and fills.

Hammer-ons and Pull-offs: These contribute to the fluidity and speed of
the solo section.

Alternate Picking: Ensures clean, fast note articulation throughout the
riffs and solos.

Practice Strategies
To master the dirty deeds done dirt cheap tab, players should focus on slow,
deliberate practice, gradually increasing tempo. Emphasizing timing with a
metronome and isolating difficult sections can improve accuracy. Recording
practice sessions can also help identify areas needing refinement. Consistent
repetition of chord changes and solo phrases will build muscle memory
essential for live performance.

Popular Versions and Variations of the Tab
Over time, various interpretations of the dirty deeds done dirt cheap tab
have emerged, reflecting different playing styles and arrangements. These
variations cater to diverse skill levels and preferences, from simplified
versions for beginners to more complex transcriptions that capture subtle
nuances.



Beginner-Friendly Tabs
Some versions of the dirty deeds done dirt cheap tab simplify chord shapes
and omit intricate lead parts, focusing primarily on the rhythm riff. These
adaptations help newcomers gain confidence while still playing a recognizable
rendition of the song.

Advanced and Authentic Transcriptions
More detailed tabs include exact note-for-note representations of Angus
Young’s solos, incorporating bends, slides, and vibrato. These versions
require advanced technical skills but offer the most authentic playing
experience. Guitarists seeking to replicate the original studio sound often
prefer these transcriptions.

Live Performance Variations
AC/DC’s live performances sometimes feature slight alterations in tempo and
improvisation. Some tabs capture these nuances, providing players with
insight into the band’s dynamic stage presence and allowing for a more
expressive rendition of the song.

Historical and Musical Context
The dirty deeds done dirt cheap tab is more than just a collection of notes;
it connects players to a significant era of rock music history. Understanding
the song’s background and musical context enhances appreciation and informs
performance style.

Origins and Inspiration
Written during the mid-1970s, "Dirty Deeds Done Dirt Cheap" reflects AC/DC’s
raw, rebellious attitude and straightforward rock approach. The lyrics and
tone capture themes of mischief and defiance, resonating with audiences
during a period of cultural change. The song’s production and arrangement
showcase the band’s signature sound, characterized by gritty guitar tones and
driving rhythms.

Influence on Rock Music
This track has influenced countless musicians and bands, serving as a
template for hard rock songwriting and guitar playing. The dirty deeds done
dirt cheap tab provides a direct link to these roots, allowing modern
guitarists to explore and embody the energy that helped shape rock music’s



evolution.

Role in AC/DC’s Legacy
"Dirty Deeds Done Dirt Cheap" remains a highlight in AC/DC’s discography,
frequently performed live and included in greatest hits compilations.
Mastering its tab offers insight into the band’s musical identity and
contributes to preserving their enduring legacy within the rock genre.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the meaning of 'Dirty Deeds Done Dirt Cheap'
by AC/DC?
The phrase 'Dirty Deeds Done Dirt Cheap' refers to performing underhanded or
unethical actions for a low price. In the context of the song by AC/DC, it
implies offering to do unpleasant or dubious favors for someone at a cheap
rate.

Where can I find the guitar tab for 'Dirty Deeds
Done Dirt Cheap'?
You can find the guitar tab for 'Dirty Deeds Done Dirt Cheap' on popular
tablature websites like Ultimate Guitar, Songsterr, and official AC/DC fan
sites.

What tuning is used for 'Dirty Deeds Done Dirt
Cheap' tab?
The song 'Dirty Deeds Done Dirt Cheap' is typically played in standard tuning
(E A D G B e).

Is the 'Dirty Deeds Done Dirt Cheap' guitar riff
difficult for beginners?
The main riff of 'Dirty Deeds Done Dirt Cheap' is moderately easy to learn
and suitable for intermediate beginners who have some experience with power
chords and rhythm guitar.

Can I find video lessons for 'Dirty Deeds Done Dirt
Cheap' guitar tab?
Yes, there are many video tutorials available on platforms like YouTube that
provide step-by-step lessons on how to play 'Dirty Deeds Done Dirt Cheap' on



guitar.

What chords are used in the 'Dirty Deeds Done Dirt
Cheap' guitar tab?
The main chords used in 'Dirty Deeds Done Dirt Cheap' include E5, D5, A5, and
G5 power chords, which are common in rock and hard rock music.

Are there any official sheet music versions for
'Dirty Deeds Done Dirt Cheap'?
Official sheet music for 'Dirty Deeds Done Dirt Cheap' can be purchased from
music stores or online platforms like Musicnotes and Sheet Music Plus.

How accurate are user-submitted tabs for 'Dirty
Deeds Done Dirt Cheap'?
Accuracy of user-submitted tabs varies; it is recommended to check ratings
and comments on tablature sites to find the most reliable and accurate
versions.

What techniques are used in the 'Dirty Deeds Done
Dirt Cheap' guitar solo?
The guitar solo in 'Dirty Deeds Done Dirt Cheap' features techniques such as
bends, hammer-ons, pull-offs, and vibrato, typical of Angus Young's energetic
playing style.

Additional Resources
1. Dirty Deeds Done Dirt Cheap: The AC/DC Story
This biography delves into the rise of the legendary rock band AC/DC,
focusing on their gritty, no-nonsense approach to music and life. It covers
the band's formation, struggles, and eventual global success with albums like
"Dirty Deeds Done Dirt Cheap." The book offers insights into the band
members' personalities and the cultural impact of their hard rock sound.

2. Behind the Riffs: The Making of Dirty Deeds Done Dirt Cheap
A detailed exploration of the production and recording process behind AC/DC's
iconic album "Dirty Deeds Done Dirt Cheap." This book provides behind-the-
scenes stories, interviews with band members and producers, and an analysis
of the album's influential tracks. It's a must-read for fans interested in
the technical and creative aspects of classic rock.

3. Rock ‘N’ Roll Rebellion: AC/DC and the Dirty Deeds Era
This book examines the rebellious spirit of AC/DC during the period
surrounding the release of "Dirty Deeds Done Dirt Cheap." It discusses how



the band's music challenged norms and resonated with youth culture in the
1970s. The narrative also touches on the social and political environment
that shaped their sound and image.

4. Lyrics of the Outlaw: Decoding Dirty Deeds Done Dirt Cheap
An analytical look at the themes and storytelling in the lyrics of AC/DC’s
"Dirty Deeds Done Dirt Cheap." The author breaks down the song meanings,
exploring motifs of mischief, defiance, and dark humor. This book is ideal
for readers who appreciate a deeper understanding of rock lyricism.

5. Dirty Deeds and Dangerous Liaisons: True Stories from Rock’s Underbelly
A collection of real-life anecdotes and scandals from the rock world,
inspired by the themes of "Dirty Deeds Done Dirt Cheap." It features tales of
wild tours, backstage drama, and the often tumultuous lives of rock stars.
The book paints a vivid picture of the high-stakes lifestyle behind the
music.

6. Cheap Tricks and Dirty Deeds: A Guide to Classic Rock Anthems
This guidebook explores some of the most memorable classic rock anthems,
including a focus on "Dirty Deeds Done Dirt Cheap." It provides historical
context, song analyses, and tips for musicians wanting to emulate the classic
rock style. Readers will gain a broader appreciation for the genre’s enduring
appeal.

7. The Art of the Dirty Deal: Music Industry Secrets Revealed
An insider’s look at the music industry's less glamorous side, inspired by
the "dirty deeds" concept. The book uncovers common tactics and deals that
shape artists' careers, from contract negotiations to marketing ploys. It
offers cautionary advice for aspiring musicians and industry professionals.

8. Dirty Deeds on Stage: The Live Performances of AC/DC
This book chronicles AC/DC's electrifying live shows, with a special emphasis
on performances of songs from "Dirty Deeds Done Dirt Cheap." It includes
concert reviews, setlists, and fan accounts that capture the raw energy of
the band’s stage presence. The narrative highlights how live performances
contributed to the band's legendary status.

9. Dirty Deeds and High Voltage: The Legacy of AC/DC
A comprehensive overview of AC/DC’s enduring impact on rock music, focusing
on the legacy of albums like "Dirty Deeds Done Dirt Cheap" and "High
Voltage." The book discusses the band’s influence on subsequent generations
of musicians and the continued popularity of their music worldwide. It
celebrates AC/DC’s role in defining hard rock for decades.
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