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When it comes to home improvement and DIY projects, having the right tools can make all the
difference. Among these tools, air compressors stand out for their versatility and efficiency. The
Craftsman Air Compressor 125 PSI 3 Gallon model is a compact yet powerful solution for various
tasks, from inflating tires to powering air tools. This article will provide an in-depth look at the
features, specifications, usage guidelines, and maintenance tips for this particular air compressor
model.

Overview of the Craftsman Air Compressor 125 PSI 3
Gallon

The Craftsman Air Compressor 125 PSI 3 Gallon is designed with both the casual user and the
seasoned professional in mind. With a maximum pressure of 125 PSI and a tank capacity of 3
gallons, this compressor strikes a balance between portability and power. Its compact design makes
it easy to transport, while its robust performance meets the demands of various applications.

Key Features

Here are some standout features of the Craftsman Air Compressor 125 PSI 3 Gallon:

- Powerful Motor: The compressor is equipped with a 1.5 horsepower motor that provides reliable
performance for a range of tasks.

- Quick Recovery Time: The unit features a quick recovery time, allowing you to complete tasks
without long interruptions.

- Portability: Weighing around 30 pounds, the compressor is easy to move from one location to
another.

- Oil-Free Pump: The oil-free design means less maintenance and cleaner operation, making it ideal
for indoor use.

- Easy to Use: The control panel is user-friendly, featuring an easy-to-read pressure gauge and an
on/off switch.

Specifications

Understanding the specifications of the Craftsman Air Compressor can help potential buyers assess
whether it meets their needs. Here are the key specifications:

- Maximum Pressure: 125 PSI



- Tank Capacity: 3 gallons

- Motor Power: 1.5 HP

- Weight: Approximately 30 lbs

- Dimensions: 15 x 15 x 20 inches

- Air Delivery Rate: 2.6 CFM at 90 PSI
- Power Supply: 120V, 60 Hz

Applications

The Craftsman Air Compressor 125 PSI 3 Gallon is versatile and can be used for a variety of
applications, including:

1. Inflating Tires: Perfect for car tires, bike tires, and sports equipment.

2. Air Tools: Suitable for powering nail guns, staplers, and other pneumatic tools.
3. Painting: Can be used for spray painting and touch-ups.

4. Cleaning: Ideal for blowing dust and debris from hard-to-reach areas.

5. DIY Projects: Useful for various home improvement tasks and crafts.

Using the Craftsman Air Compressor

Before operating the Craftsman Air Compressor, it is important to read through the manual carefully
to familiarize yourself with the specific functions and safety precautions. Here’s a step-by-step guide
on how to use the compressor effectively:

1. Setup:
- Place the air compressor on a flat, stable surface.
- Ensure that the area is well-ventilated and free from flammable materials.

2. Connect to Power:
- Plug the air compressor into a standard 120V power outlet.
- Make sure the power switch is in the “off” position before connecting.

3. Adjust Pressure Settings:
- Use the pressure regulator to set the desired PSI for your task. The maximum setting is 125 PSI.
- Use the pressure gauge to monitor the current pressure level.

4. Connect Air Tools:
- Attach your air tool to the compressor using the appropriate fittings.
- Ensure the connection is secure to prevent air leaks.

5. Start the Compressor:
- Turn on the power switch to start the compressor.
- Wait for the compressor to build up the necessary pressure.

6. Perform Your Task:
- Once the desired pressure is reached, you can begin using the air tool or inflating your item.
- Monitor the pressure gauge regularly to ensure optimal performance.



7. Shut Down:
- When finished, turn off the compressor and unplug it from the outlet.
- Release any remaining air pressure by using the drain valve.

Maintenance Tips

Proper maintenance is essential for ensuring the longevity and reliable performance of your
Craftsman Air Compressor. Here are some maintenance tips to consider:

- Regular Cleaning: Keep the compressor clean and free of dust and debris. Wipe down the exterior
with a damp cloth.

- Drain the Tank: After each use, drain the moisture from the tank using the drain valve. This
prevents rust and corrosion.

- Check the Hoses: Inspect the air hoses for any signs of wear or damage. Replace if necessary.

- Inspect the Fittings: Ensure all fittings are tight and free from air leaks. Use Teflon tape to seal
connections if needed.

- Store Properly: Store the compressor in a dry area, away from extreme temperatures and moisture.

Common Issues and Troubleshooting

While the Craftsman Air Compressor is generally reliable, users may encounter some common
issues. Here are a few problems and troubleshooting tips:

1. Compressor Won't Start:

- Check the power supply and make sure the outlet is functioning.
- Ensure the power switch is in the “on” position.

- Inspect the circuit breaker or fuse for any tripped circuits.

2. Low Pressure:

- Verify that the pressure regulator is set correctly.
- Inspect for air leaks in hoses and connections.

- Ensure the tank is not overfilled with moisture.

3. Noisy Operation:
- Check for loose parts or connections that may be causing vibrations.
- Ensure the compressor is on a stable surface to minimize noise.

Conclusion

The Craftsman Air Compressor 125 PSI 3 Gallon is a reliable, efficient, and versatile tool that can
meet the needs of both casual users and professionals alike. Its combination of portability and power
makes it suitable for a range of tasks, from inflating tires to powering air tools. By following the
guidelines in the manual, users can ensure optimal performance and longevity of the compressor.
With proper maintenance and care, the Craftsman Air Compressor can be a valuable addition to any



workshop or garage, making it easier to tackle various projects with confidence.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the maximum pressure of the Craftsman air
compressor 125 PSI 3 gallon?

The maximum pressure of the Craftsman air compressor is 125 PSI.

What is the tank capacity of the Craftsman air compressor?

The Craftsman air compressor has a tank capacity of 3 gallons.

Is the Craftsman air compressor portable?

Yes, the 3-gallon size and lightweight design make it easy to transport.

What types of projects is the Craftsman air compressor
suitable for?

It's suitable for light to medium tasks such as inflation, brad nailing, and air brushing.

Does the Craftsman air compressor require oil?

No, it is an oil-free compressor, making it low maintenance.

How loud is the Craftsman air compressor during operation?

The Craftsman air compressor operates at a noise level of around 68 dB, which is relatively quiet for
an air compressor.

What is the power source for the Craftsman air compressor?

The Craftsman air compressor is powered by electricity and needs to be plugged into a standard
outlet.

Can the Craftsman air compressor be used for automotive
applications?

Yes, it can be used for inflating tires and other small automotive tasks.

What safety features does the Craftsman air compressor have?

It includes a thermal overload protection feature to prevent overheating.



Where can I find the manual for the Craftsman air
compressor?

The manual can typically be found on the Craftsman official website or through customer support.
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