
crafts to do with paper

Crafts to do with paper are a fantastic way to express creativity, relax, and produce beautiful works of
art. Paper is a versatile medium that can be transformed into an array of projects, from simple decorations to
intricate designs. Whether you are crafting with children or looking for a solo project to unwind, paper crafts
can cater to all ages and skill levels. This article explores various types of paper crafts, the materials you
may need, and step-by-step instructions for some exciting projects.

Types of Paper Crafts

When it comes to paper crafts, the possibilities are endless. Here are some popular categories of paper crafts:

1. Origami

Origami is the Japanese art of paper folding, where a flat sheet of paper is transformed into a finished sculpture
through folding techniques.

- Basic Origami Shapes: Start with simple shapes like cranes, frogs, or boats.
- Advanced Techniques: As you gain confidence, explore complex designs that may involve multiple pieces of
paper or intricate folds.

2. Paper Mache

Paper mache involves creating sculptures or decorative items by layering paper strips soaked in a mixture of
glue and water.

- Materials Needed: You will need newspaper or any other paper, glue, water, a balloon (for shaping), and paint
for finishing touches.
- Process: Inflate the balloon, dip strips of paper in the glue mixture, and layer them over the balloon until you
achieve the desired thickness. Once dry, pop the balloon and paint your creation.

3. Scrapbooking

Scrapbooking is a creative way to preserve memories using photographs, decorative papers, and embellishments.

- Tools Required: Scissors, adhesive, decorative paper, stickers, and stamps.
- Layout Ideas: Arrange photos chronologically or thematically, and use various designs for different pages
to keep it visually interesting.

4. Paper Cutting

Paper cutting involves crafting intricate designs by cutting paper with precision.

- Tools: X-acto knife, cutting mat, and templates for beginners.
- Projects: Create decorative wall art, greeting cards, or intricate bookmarks.



5. Card Making

Handmade cards can add a personal touch to any occasion.

- Materials Needed: Cardstock, patterned paper, stamps, ink, and embellishments like ribbons or sequins.
- Ideas: Design birthday cards, thank you notes, or holiday greetings tailored to the recipient’s taste.

6. Paper Beads

Creating paper beads is an eco-friendly craft that transforms waste paper into beautiful jewelry.

- Materials: Old magazines or scrap paper, scissors, a glue stick, and a toothpick or skewer.
- How to Make: Cut the paper into triangles, roll them tightly around a toothpick, and secure with glue. Once
dry, string them into necklaces or bracelets.

Essential Tools and Materials for Paper Crafts

Before diving into your paper crafting project, it’s important to have the right tools and materials. Here’s a
comprehensive list:

- Basic Supplies:
- Scissors
- Craft knife
- Cutting mat
- Ruler
- Pencil
- Glue (liquid, stick, or double-sided tape)

- Specialized Tools:
- Bone folder (for crisp folds in origami)
- Paper cutter (for precise straight cuts)
- Stamps and ink pads (for card making and scrapbooking)

- Decorative Materials:
- Washi tape
- Stickers
- Markers and colored pencils
- Glitter and sequins
- Decorative papers and cardstocks

Step-by-Step Paper Craft Projects

Let’s explore some detailed projects you can try at home, ranging from beginner to intermediate levels.

Project 1: Origami Crane

Materials: A square piece of paper (origami paper works best).

Instructions:



1. Start with the colored side facing down.
2. Fold the paper in half diagonally to form a triangle. Unfold.
3. Fold the paper in half diagonally again in the opposite direction. Unfold.
4. Fold the paper in half horizontally and then vertically. Unfold.
5. Bring the top corners down to the center crease, forming a kite shape.
6. Fold the bottom point of the kite up to the top point.
7. Fold the outer edges to the center line, creating a narrower kite shape.
8. Fold the top layers down, then pull the wings apart to form the crane.

Project 2: Paper Mache Bowl

Materials: Old newspapers, a balloon, flour, water, and paint.

Instructions:
1. Inflate the balloon to the desired bowl size.
2. Tear newspaper into strips.
3. Mix flour and water (1 part flour to 2 parts water) to create your paste.
4. Dip newspaper strips into the paste and layer them over the balloon, leaving the top open.
5. Repeat until you have several layers (at least 3).
6. Allow to dry completely (24 hours).
7. Pop the balloon and paint your bowl.

Project 3: Handmade Greeting Card

Materials: Cardstock, patterned paper, scissors, glue, and decorative elements.

Instructions:
1. Fold a piece of cardstock in half to create a card.
2. Cut a piece of patterned paper to fit the front of the card and glue it down.
3. Use scissors to cut out shapes or letters from additional paper for decoration.
4. Glue these elements onto the card, personalizing it for the occasion.
5. Write a heartfelt message inside.

Project 4: Paper Beads Necklace

Materials: Old magazines, scissors, a glue stick, and a toothpick.

Instructions:
1. Cut long triangles from the magazine pages.
2. Starting from the wide end, roll the triangle tightly around the toothpick.
3. Secure the end with glue and slide off the toothpick.
4. Repeat to create multiple beads.
5. String the beads on a cord to make a necklace.

Tips for Successful Paper Crafts

1. Choose the Right Paper: Different crafts require different weights and types of paper. For example, cardstock
is ideal for cards, while lighter paper works well for origami.

2. Experiment with Techniques: Don’t hesitate to mix techniques – combine paper cutting with card making to
create unique designs.



3. Keep it Organized: Organize your materials in labeled containers to make it easier to find what you need when
starting a new project.

4. Stay Patient: Some crafts, especially origami, require practice. Don’t get discouraged by initial failures.

5. Involve Others: Paper crafts are a wonderful way to bond with family and friends. Host a crafting party
where everyone can create something together.

Conclusion

Crafts to do with paper offer endless possibilities for creativity and expression. From the delicate folds of
origami to the messy fun of paper mache, there is something for everyone to enjoy. By gathering a few supplies
and following simple instructions, you can create beautiful pieces of art that not only brighten your space
but also serve as personal keepsakes or thoughtful gifts. So grab some paper, unleash your imagination, and
enjoy the therapeutic process of crafting!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some easy paper crafts for beginners?

Some easy paper crafts for beginners include origami, paper flowers, greeting cards, paper chains, and simple
scrapbooking.

What types of paper are best for crafting?

The best types of paper for crafting include cardstock for sturdiness, scrapbook paper for designs,
construction paper for vibrant colors, and tissue paper for delicate projects.

How can I use recycled paper in my crafts?

You can use recycled paper in crafts by creating collages, making gift wrap, crafting paper beads, or
constructing homemade journals and notepads.

What are some popular paper crafts for kids?

Popular paper crafts for kids include paper plate masks, paper mache projects, origami animals, and making
handmade cards for family and friends.

Can paper crafts be used for home decor?

Yes, paper crafts can be used for home decor by creating wall art, paper wreaths, decorative garlands, and
unique centerpieces for tables.
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