
cpc exam question breakdown
CPC exam question breakdown is an essential aspect for anyone preparing to take the
Certified Professional Coder (CPC) exam. This exam, administered by the American
Academy of Professional Coders (AAPC), measures a candidate's proficiency in coding and
understanding medical terminology, anatomy, and healthcare regulations. In this article, we
will delve into the structure of the CPC exam, discuss the various types of questions, and
provide strategies for effective preparation. Understanding the breakdown of CPC exam
questions can significantly enhance your chances of passing.

Understanding the CPC Exam Structure

The CPC exam consists of 150 multiple-choice questions that must be completed within a 5-
hour time limit. The questions are derived from a wide range of coding scenarios and
require a solid understanding of various coding systems, including ICD-10-CM, CPT, and
HCPCS Level II.

Exam Format

1. Question Types:
- Clinical Scenarios: These questions involve real-world coding situations where candidates
must select the correct codes based on provided medical records.
- Coding Guidelines: Questions that assess knowledge of coding guidelines and regulations,
often involving scenarios that require an understanding of compliance and billing practices.
- Anatomy and Terminology: Questions that test knowledge of human anatomy, medical
terminology, and clinical procedures essential for accurate coding.
- Modifiers and Procedures: Questions focusing on the correct application of modifiers and
the coding of various medical procedures.

2. Topics Covered:
- ICD-10-CM Coding: Diagnosis coding for inpatient and outpatient services.
- CPT Coding: Procedure coding for various medical services.
- HCPCS Level II Coding: Coding for non-physician services, including durable medical
equipment and outpatient services.
- Compliance and Regulatory Issues: Understanding of healthcare laws, coding compliance,
and ethical billing practices.

Question Breakdown by Category

The CPC exam questions are categorized into different subject areas that reflect the
knowledge required for effective coding. Here is a breakdown of the major categories:



1. ICD-10-CM Coding

- Description: This category focuses on diagnosis codes and includes questions on how to
properly code various conditions.
- Key Areas to Study:
- Understanding the structure of the ICD-10-CM coding system.
- Guidelines for coding specific conditions, including the use of combination codes.
- Knowledge of laterality, severity, and specificity in coding.

2. CPT Coding

- Description: Questions in this category pertain to the Current Procedural Terminology
coding system, which is used for reporting medical, surgical, and diagnostic procedures.
- Key Areas to Study:
- Familiarity with the various sections of the CPT manual: Evaluation and Management
(E/M), Surgery, Radiology, Pathology, and Medicine.
- Understanding of how to apply modifiers correctly to CPT codes.
- Knowledge of coding for different specialties (e.g., surgery, radiology, etc.).

3. HCPCS Level II Coding

- Description: This category covers codes for non-physician services, including durable
medical equipment and certain drugs.
- Key Areas to Study:
- Familiarity with the structure of HCPCS Level II codes.
- Understanding the specific coding requirements for supplies and equipment.

4. Compliance and Regulatory Issues

- Description: Questions assess knowledge of healthcare regulations, compliance, and
ethical billing practices.
- Key Areas to Study:
- Understanding the importance of compliance with HIPAA and other healthcare regulations.
- Knowledge of proper documentation and the implications of coding errors.

Strategies for CPC Exam Preparation

Preparing for the CPC exam requires a strategic approach to ensure a comprehensive
understanding of the material. Here are some effective strategies:



1. Utilize Official Resources

- CPC Exam Study Guide: Obtain the official CPC exam study guide from AAPC. This guide
includes practice questions and outlines the key areas of focus.
- Coding Manuals: Use the latest editions of the ICD-10-CM, CPT, and HCPCS manuals.
Familiarity with these manuals is crucial as they are allowed during the exam.

2. Take Practice Exams

- Simulated Exams: Engage in practice exams that mimic the structure and timing of the
actual CPC exam. This helps build confidence and improve time management skills.
- Review Mistakes: After taking practice tests, review incorrect answers to understand the
reasoning behind the correct choices.

3. Join Study Groups

- Collaboration: Join a study group with fellow candidates. Discussing complex topics and
sharing knowledge can enhance understanding.
- Networking: Engaging with other coders can provide insights into different coding
scenarios and approaches.

4. Focus on Weak Areas

- Identify Gaps: After taking practice exams, identify areas where you struggle the most and
allocate additional study time to those topics.
- Targeted Learning: Use online resources, webinars, or workshops focused on specific
coding challenges.

5. Time Management During the Exam

- Pacing: Practice pacing yourself during practice tests to ensure you can complete all
questions within the allotted time.
- Mark and Move On: If you encounter a challenging question during the exam, mark it and
move on. Return to it later if time permits.

Conclusion

In conclusion, understanding the CPC exam question breakdown is vital for successful exam
preparation. By familiarizing yourself with the exam structure, categories of questions, and
effective study strategies, you can enhance your chances of passing the CPC exam on your



first attempt. The key is to invest time in studying, practice coding scenarios, and
continuously assess your knowledge and skills. With dedication and a structured approach,
you will be well on your way to achieving your CPC certification and advancing your career
in medical coding.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the CPC exam and what does it certify?
The CPC (Certified Professional Coder) exam certifies individuals in medical coding,
ensuring they have the knowledge and skills necessary to accurately code healthcare
services for billing and insurance purposes.

What topics are covered in the CPC exam question
breakdown?
The CPC exam covers various topics including medical terminology, anatomy, coding
guidelines, procedural coding, diagnostic coding, and compliance regulations, among
others.

How many questions are on the CPC exam, and what is
the passing score?
The CPC exam consists of 150 multiple-choice questions, and the passing score is typically
around 70% to 75%, depending on the specific version of the exam.

What types of coding systems are included in the CPC
exam?
The CPC exam includes questions on various coding systems such as ICD-10-CM for
diagnosis coding, CPT for procedural coding, and HCPCS Level II for healthcare services and
supplies.

Are there practice exams available to help prepare for
the CPC exam?
Yes, there are many resources available including practice exams, study guides, and online
courses that provide sample questions and answers to help candidates prepare for the CPC
exam.

What is the format of the questions on the CPC exam?
The CPC exam consists of multiple-choice questions, where candidates must choose the
correct answer from several options, often based on case scenarios or coding guidelines.
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