
craig johnson walt longmire mysteries
in order
Craig Johnson's Walt Longmire Mysteries in Order are a captivating series of
novels that have garnered a large following since the release of the first
book in 2004. Set against the backdrop of the rugged landscape of Wyoming,
these mysteries feature Sheriff Walt Longmire, a no-nonsense lawman who
navigates both his personal struggles and the complexities of crime in his
jurisdiction. This article will delve into the series, providing a
comprehensive overview of each book in the order of their publication, as
well as exploring the themes and characters that make this series a standout
in the mystery genre.

Overview of the Series

The Walt Longmire Mysteries is a series created by author Craig Johnson, who
has a deep appreciation for the American West and its culture. The series
begins with "The Cold Dish" and has expanded to include over a dozen titles,
with each novel offering a unique story while also contributing to the
overarching narrative of Longmire's life and career.

Walt Longmire is not just a sheriff; he is a man dealing with the loss of his
wife, grappling with personal demons, and forming complex relationships with
the people in his life—from his daughter, Cady, to his close friend, Henry
Standing Bear. The series effectively blends elements of mystery, drama, and
humor, making it appealing to a broad audience.

The Books in the Walt Longmire Mysteries Series

The following is a list of the Walt Longmire Mysteries books published by
Craig Johnson, in the order of their release:

1. The Cold Dish (2004)
The series opens with "The Cold Dish," where Sheriff Longmire investigates
the murder of a young man who was previously involved in the rape of a Native
American girl. This case brings to light the complicated relationships
between the sheriff's department and the local community, showcasing
Johnson's ability to intertwine social issues with gripping narratives.



2. Death Without Company (2005)
In the second installment, Longmire is called to investigate the death of a
local woman, which leads him into the world of the local Cheyenne community.
Themes of loyalty and betrayal emerge as he unravels the connections between
the victim and her past.

3. Kindness Goes Unpunished (2006)
Longmire's journey takes him to Philadelphia in "Kindness Goes Unpunished,"
where he faces the challenges of urban crime while still grappling with his
own personal issues. The novel contrasts the vast, open landscapes of Wyoming
with the claustrophobic environment of a city.

4. Another Man's Moccasins (2007)
In this fourth book, Longmire must confront ghosts from his past as he
investigates a murder that connects to an unsolved case from his early
career. The narrative explores themes of justice and redemption, highlighting
Longmire's character development.

5. The Dark Horse (2009)
"The Dark Horse" sees Longmire drawn into the world of horse racing and the
criminal elements surrounding it. As he delves deeper into his investigation,
he must navigate not only the complexities of the case but also his own
personal struggles.

6. Junkyard Dogs (2010)
In this novel, Longmire faces a unique challenge when a beloved local dog
goes missing. The case leads him into the seedy underbelly of his community,
demonstrating Johnson's ability to blend humor with serious themes.

7. Hell is Empty (2011)
"Hell is Empty" is a tense and atmospheric novel that finds Longmire and his
team pursuing an escaped convict through the rugged Wyoming wilderness. The
book features intense character development and explores the themes of fate
and justice.

8. As the Crow Flies (2012)
This installment sees Longmire investigating the murder of a local rancher
while also dealing with the fallout of a long-buried secret. The narrative
intertwines personal and professional elements, making it a compelling read.



9. A Serpent's Tooth (2013)
In "A Serpent's Tooth," Longmire investigates a complex case involving a
suspected cult, leading him into moral and ethical dilemmas. The book
examines the nature of belief and the lengths people will go to protect their
convictions.

10. Any Other Name (2014)
Longmire's investigation in this book involves a mysterious death that may be
connected to a series of other suspicious cases. The story adeptly combines
elements of suspense and humor, showcasing Johnson's storytelling prowess.

11. Dry Bones (2015)
This novel revolves around the discovery of a long-dead dinosaur fossil and
its implications for the local community. Longmire's investigation reveals
deeper connections between past and present, making it a rich narrative.

12. An Obvious Fact (2016)
Set against the backdrop of the Sturgis Motorcycle Rally, "An Obvious Fact"
sees Longmire teaming up with an old friend to solve a murder. The novel's
exploration of friendship and loyalty enhances its emotional depth.

13. The Western Star (2017)
This entry takes readers on a journey through Longmire's past as he reflects
on a critical moment in his life while investigating a murder linked to a
long-lost train. The dual narrative structure adds complexity to the
storytelling.

14. The Next to Die (2018)
In this tense novel, Longmire faces a series of murders that point to an
elusive serial killer. The story delves into the psychological aspects of
crime, challenging Longmire's perceptions of justice.

15. Land of Wolves (2019)
"Land of Wolves" finds Longmire grappling with international crime as he
investigates the murder of a Mexican drug lord in Wyoming. The themes of
loyalty and cultural differences are prominent throughout the narrative.



16. Next to Last Stand (2021)
In this latest installment, Longmire faces a unique challenge when he
investigates the theft of a valuable painting. The story weaves in elements
of art history and personal reflection, showcasing Johnson's versatility as a
writer.

Key Themes and Characters

The Walt Longmire Mysteries series is rich in themes and character
development. Some of the recurring themes include:

- Loss and Grief: Longmire's journey often reflects his struggle to cope with
the loss of his wife, influencing his decisions and relationships.
- Friendship and Loyalty: The bonds between Longmire and characters like
Henry Standing Bear and Cady are central to the narrative, emphasizing the
importance of support systems.
- Justice and Morality: The series frequently explores questions of right and
wrong, often placing Longmire in morally ambiguous situations.

The main characters include:

- Walt Longmire: The protagonist, a rugged and introspective sheriff who
embodies the spirit of the American West.
- Henry Standing Bear: Longmire's best friend, a Native American who provides
wisdom and cultural insight.
- Cady Longmire: Walt's daughter, who often challenges her father's views and
represents a younger generation's perspective.

Conclusion

Craig Johnson's Walt Longmire Mysteries offer a unique blend of compelling
storytelling, rich character development, and an authentic portrayal of life
in Wyoming. Each book in the series builds upon the last, creating a tapestry
of narratives that explore complex themes of loss, justice, and the human
experience. For both new readers and long-time fans, the series presents an
engaging journey through the world of Sheriff Walt Longmire, making it a
must-read for mystery enthusiasts. Whether you're drawn to the picturesque
landscapes or the intricacies of the plot, the Walt Longmire Mysteries are
sure to resonate with anyone seeking a gripping and thought-provoking reading
experience.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the first book in the Walt Longmire
Mysteries series by Craig Johnson?
The first book is 'The Cold Dish', published in 2005.

How many books are there in the Walt Longmire
Mysteries series as of October 2023?
As of October 2023, there are 18 books in the series.

Can you list the Walt Longmire Mysteries in order of
publication?
The books in order of publication are: 'The Cold Dish', 'Death Without
Company', 'Kindness Goes Unpunished', 'Another Man's Moccasins', 'The Dark
Horse', 'Junkyard Dogs', 'Hell is Empty', 'As the Crow Flies', 'A Serpent's
Tooth', 'Any Other Name', 'Dry Bones', 'The Highwayman', 'An Obvious Fact',
'The Western Star', 'The Blackest Day', 'Next to Last Stand', 'The Longmire
Defense', and 'Hell is Empty'.

What themes are commonly explored in the Walt
Longmire Mysteries?
Common themes include justice, the complexities of friendship, the
relationship between law enforcement and Native American culture, and the
personal struggles of the main character, Walt Longmire.

Is the Walt Longmire Mysteries series adapted into a
TV show?
Yes, the series was adapted into a television show titled 'Longmire', which
aired from 2012 to 2017.
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