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criminal history report texas is an essential document used for various legal, employment, and personal
purposes within the state of Texas. This report provides detailed information about an individual's past
criminal offenses, including arrests, convictions, and other relevant records maintained by law enforcement
agencies. Understanding how to obtain, interpret, and utilize a criminal history report in Texas is crucial for
employers, background screening companies, legal professionals, and individuals seeking to know their
own record. This article explores the significance of the criminal history report Texas, the process of
obtaining it, the types of information included, and legal considerations related to its use. Additionally, it
outlines the differences between state and federal records and explains how to address inaccuracies in the
report. The following sections will offer a comprehensive guide to navigating Texas criminal records
effectively.

What Is a Criminal History Report in Texas?

How to Obtain a Criminal History Report in Texas

Contents of a Texas Criminal History Report

Legal Use and Restrictions of Criminal History Reports

State vs. Federal Criminal Records

Correcting Errors in Criminal History Reports

What Is a Criminal History Report in Texas?
A criminal history report Texas is a detailed record compiled by law enforcement agencies that documents
an individual's criminal background. It typically includes a range of information such as arrests, charges,
convictions, and dispositions related to criminal cases within the state. These reports are crucial for
verifying an individual's legal history for purposes like employment screening, licensing, or legal
proceedings. The Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS) is a primary source for criminal history
information in Texas, maintaining statewide records accessible to authorized entities and individuals.

Purpose of a Criminal History Report
The primary purpose of a criminal history report is to provide a comprehensive view of an individual's



interactions with the criminal justice system. Employers often use these reports to assess the suitability of
candidates for sensitive positions. Additionally, landlords, licensing agencies, and volunteer organizations
may require access to these reports to ensure safety and compliance with regulations. The criminal history
report Texas also aids law enforcement agencies in investigations and helps individuals verify their own
records for accuracy or legal reasons.

Who Can Request a Criminal History Report?
In Texas, criminal history reports can be requested by various parties including the individual concerned,
employers, law enforcement agencies, attorneys, and certain government agencies. However, access to
these records is regulated to protect privacy and prevent misuse. For example, employers must comply
with the Fair Credit Reporting Act (FCRA) when obtaining these reports for employment screening
purposes, ensuring proper consent and disclosure.

How to Obtain a Criminal History Report in Texas
Obtaining a criminal history report in Texas involves several steps depending on the requester and the
purpose of the report. The Texas Department of Public Safety offers an online service known as the Crime
Records Service (CRS) through which individuals and authorized entities can request criminal history
information. Additionally, fingerprinting may be required for more detailed or certified reports.

Requesting Through Texas Department of Public Safety
The most common method to obtain a criminal history report Texas is through the Texas DPS Crime
Records Service. Applicants can submit a request online, by mail, or in person. The process generally
requires:

Completion of an application form

Submission of a fingerprint card (for detailed reports)

Payment of a processing fee

Proof of identity

Once submitted, the DPS processes the request and provides the report, usually within a few business days.



Alternative Methods to Obtain Reports
Besides the DPS, some private background check companies offer criminal history report services for Texas
residents. However, these may not be as comprehensive or official as the reports obtained directly from the
DPS. Certain courts or law enforcement agencies may also provide access to local or county-level criminal
records.

Contents of a Texas Criminal History Report
A criminal history report Texas contains detailed information about an individual's criminal record
maintained by the state. The specific contents can vary but generally include several key components that
provide a full overview of criminal activities and legal outcomes.

Key Information Included
The report typically contains the following:

Personal Identifiers: Name, date of birth, gender, and physical characteristics to ensure accurate
identification.

Arrest Records: Dates and details of arrests made by Texas law enforcement agencies.

Charges Filed: Information about criminal charges brought against the individual.

Conviction Details: Conviction status, dates, and sentencing information including fines, probation, or
incarceration.

Case Dispositions: Outcomes of cases such as acquittals, dismissals, or deferred adjudications.

Fingerprint Data: Associated fingerprint records used for verifying identity and linking records.

Limitations and Exclusions
It is important to understand that certain records may not appear on a criminal history report due to
expungements, sealing of records, or jurisdictional limitations. Federal offenses and out-of-state crimes are
generally not included unless they have been processed through Texas courts or law enforcement.



Legal Use and Restrictions of Criminal History Reports
The use of criminal history reports Texas is governed by state and federal laws designed to protect
individuals' privacy rights while balancing public safety concerns. There are specific restrictions on who
can access these reports and for what purposes they can be used.

Permitted Uses
Common lawful uses of criminal history reports include:

Employment screening, especially for positions involving vulnerable populations or sensitive
information

Licensing and certification for professions regulated by the state

Background checks for adoption, foster care, or volunteer work

Law enforcement investigations and prosecutions

Personal review of one’s own criminal record

Restrictions and Compliance
Employers and other entities must comply with the Fair Credit Reporting Act (FCRA) and Texas state
laws when using criminal history reports. This includes obtaining written consent before performing
background checks, providing adverse action notices if employment is denied based on the report, and
ensuring accuracy and confidentiality of the information. Unauthorized use or disclosure of criminal history
information can result in legal penalties.

State vs. Federal Criminal Records
Understanding the distinction between state and federal criminal records is essential when obtaining a
criminal history report Texas. Each type of record is maintained by different agencies and covers different
types of offenses.



State Criminal Records
State criminal records in Texas are maintained primarily by the Texas Department of Public Safety and
include offenses committed under Texas state law. These records cover most criminal activities such as
theft, assault, drug offenses, and traffic violations handled at the state and local levels.

Federal Criminal Records
Federal criminal records involve violations of federal law and are maintained by federal agencies such as
the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). These records include offenses like federal drug trafficking,
immigration violations, and white-collar crimes. Obtaining federal criminal history requires separate
procedures, often involving fingerprint submission to the FBI.

Correcting Errors in Criminal History Reports
Errors in criminal history reports Texas can occur due to mistaken identity, outdated information, or
clerical mistakes. It is crucial to address these inaccuracies promptly to prevent adverse consequences in
employment, legal matters, or personal reputation.

Steps to Correct Errors
Individuals who identify errors in their criminal history report should follow these steps:

Obtain a copy of the report to review all details carefully.1.

Contact the Texas Department of Public Safety or the reporting agency to file a dispute.2.

Provide supporting documentation such as court orders, identification, or affidavits.3.

Request an official correction or update to the records.4.

Follow up to ensure the changes have been implemented.5.

Timely correction of errors helps maintain an accurate criminal record and protects individuals from unjust
treatment based on incorrect information.



Frequently Asked Questions

How can I obtain a criminal history report in Texas?
You can obtain a criminal history report in Texas by submitting a request through the Texas Department
of Public Safety (DPS) Crime Records Service either online, by mail, or in person. You will need to
provide your fingerprints and pay a processing fee.

What information is included in a Texas criminal history report?
A Texas criminal history report typically includes an individual's arrests, charges, convictions, sentencing
information, and sometimes incarceration records within the state of Texas.

Can employers access my criminal history report in Texas?
Yes, employers in Texas can access your criminal history report but usually only with your written
consent, especially for positions that require background checks or are regulated by law.

How long does it take to get a criminal history report in Texas?
The processing time for a criminal history report in Texas can vary but generally takes between 7 to 14
business days if requested by mail. Online requests may be processed faster.

Are juvenile records included in the Texas criminal history report?
Juvenile records are generally confidential in Texas and are not included in adult criminal history reports
unless the individual was charged as an adult or the court orders otherwise.

Additional Resources
1. Texas Criminal History Records: A Comprehensive Guide
This book offers an in-depth exploration of how criminal history records are compiled and maintained in
Texas. It covers the legal framework, the agencies involved, and the process for accessing these records.
Readers will gain insight into the importance of these reports for law enforcement, employers, and the
general public.

2. Understanding the Texas Crime Report System
Focusing on the crime reporting mechanisms in Texas, this book explains how criminal activities are
documented and tracked across the state. It discusses the role of local police departments, the Texas
Department of Public Safety, and other entities in creating accurate crime reports. The book also addresses
challenges in data collection and reporting.



3. The History of Crime in Texas: From Frontier to Modern Day
This historical account traces the evolution of crime and law enforcement in Texas from its early days as a
frontier state to the present. It highlights notable cases, changes in criminal laws, and the development of
the Texas criminal justice system. Readers will appreciate the context behind contemporary criminal
history reports.

4. Accessing and Interpreting Texas Criminal Background Checks
Designed for employers, landlords, and individuals, this guide explains how to obtain and understand
criminal background checks in Texas. It covers legal considerations, privacy issues, and the practical
implications of criminal history information. The book also provides tips for interpreting records accurately
to make informed decisions.

5. Texas Crime Statistics and Their Impact on Public Policy
This book analyzes crime data collected in Texas and explores how these statistics influence state and local
policies. It examines trends in various types of crime and discusses the effectiveness of different criminal
justice initiatives. Policymakers, researchers, and students will find valuable insights into the relationship
between crime reports and policy-making.

6. Legal Rights and Criminal Records in Texas
Focusing on the rights of individuals with criminal records, this book explains Texas laws regarding record
sealing, expungement, and disclosure. It offers guidance on navigating the legal system to protect one's
rights and improve opportunities despite a criminal history. The book is a resource for lawyers, advocates,
and affected individuals.

7. Technology and the Evolution of Criminal Records in Texas
This title explores how advancements in technology have transformed the maintenance and accessibility of
criminal history records in Texas. It discusses digital databases, biometric data, and the role of the internet in
disseminating criminal information. The book also addresses concerns related to cybersecurity and data
accuracy.

8. Case Studies in Texas Criminal History Reporting
Through detailed case studies, this book illustrates real-world examples of how criminal history reports are
used in various contexts within Texas. It covers law enforcement investigations, court proceedings, and
employment screenings. Readers will gain a practical understanding of the significance and impact of these
reports.

9. Criminal Justice Procedures and Record Keeping in Texas
This book provides an overview of the procedural aspects of criminal justice in Texas, emphasizing record
keeping at different stages of the process. It explains how arrests, charges, convictions, and corrections are
documented and how this information flows between agencies. The book is ideal for students and
professionals seeking to understand the administrative side of criminal history reporting.
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