cool things to make with paracord

Cool things to make with paracord can transform your creative ideas into practical, stylish, and
durable items. Paracord, or parachute cord, was originally designed for use in the suspension lines of
parachutes. Today, it is a popular crafting material among outdoor enthusiasts, survivalists, and DIY
aficionados. With its impressive strength, lightweight nature, and versatility, paracord can be used to
create a wide array of projects, from functional tools to decorative accessories. In this article, we will
explore some cool and creative things you can make with paracord, providing detailed instructions
and inspiration for your next crafting adventure.

Understanding Paracord

Before diving into the projects, it's essential to understand what paracord is and why it's so popular
among crafters.

What is Paracord?

Paracord is a type of nylon rope that is known for its high strength-to-weight ratio. It typically consists
of a nylon outer sheath and several inner strands, which can be used separately in various
applications. The most common type of paracord is Type lll, which has a minimum breaking strength
of 550 pounds.

Uses of Paracord

Paracord is extremely versatile and can be used in numerous applications, including:

- Survival Gear: In emergency situations, paracord can be unraveled and used for various purposes,
such as building shelters, making traps, or securing items.

- Outdoor Activities: It's commonly used in camping, hiking, and fishing for lanyards, tent lines, and
gear organization.

- Fashion Accessories: Paracord can be transformed into stylish bracelets, necklaces, and belts.

- Home Décor and Crafts: From keychains to wall hangings, paracord can add a unique touch to your
home.

Cool Projects to Make with Paracord

Now that you have a basic understanding of paracord, let’s explore some cool things to make with it.



1. Paracord Survival Bracelets

Survival bracelets are among the most popular paracord projects. They are not only stylish but also
serve a practical purpose.

- Materials Needed:

- 10-12 feet of paracord

- A buckle (plastic or metal)
- Scissors

- Lighter

- Instructions:

1. Measure and cut the paracord to your desired length.

2. Melt the ends slightly with a lighter to prevent fraying.

3. Thread one end of the paracord through the buckle and fold it back on itself.

4. Use a knotting technique (such as the cobra weave) to create the bracelet until you reach the
desired length.

5. Attach the other end of the paracord to the buckle and secure it.

6. Trim and melt the ends to finish.

This bracelet can be unraveled in an emergency, providing you with up to 12 feet of usable cord.

2. Paracord Keychains

Creating a paracord keychain is a simple yet effective way to showcase your crafting skills.

- Materials Needed:

- 4-6 feet of paracord
- A keyring or clip

- Scissors

- Lighter

- Instructions:

1. Cut the paracord to your desired length.

2. Melt the ends to prevent fraying.

3. Loop the paracord through the keyring or clip and tie a simple knot.

4. Use a knotting technique of your choice (like the square knot) to create a decorative pattern.
5. Finish by trimming the ends and melting them.

These keychains are not only functional but can also be customized with various colors and patterns.

3. Paracord Dog Leash

A sturdy paracord dog leash is perfect for pet owners who enjoy outdoor adventures.

- Materials Needed:



- 25-30 feet of paracord
- A leash clip

- Scissors

- Lighter

- Instructions:

1. Cut the paracord to the desired length of the leash.

2. Melt the ends to prevent fraying.

3. Attach one end to the leash clip using a strong knot (like the double fisherman's knot).

4. Use a weaving technique to create the body of the leash, ensuring it's strong and durable.
5. Attach the other end to the leash clip and secure it with a knot.

6. Trim and melt the ends to finish.

This project allows you to personalize your dog’s leash with colors that match their collar or your
style.

4. Paracord Hammock

For those who enjoy camping or relaxing outdoors, a paracord hammock is a fantastic project.

- Materials Needed:

- 100-200 feet of paracord (depending on the size)
- Strong tree straps or hooks

- Scissors

- Lighter

- Instructions:

1. Cut multiple lengths of paracord to create the body of the hammock.

2. Use a knotting technique (such as the square knot) to weave the paracord together in a grid-like
pattern.

3. Keep the strands tight to ensure durability.

4. Attach the ends to strong tree straps or hooks for support.

5. Test the hammock to ensure it can hold your weight before using it.

This project is ideal for those who love to relax in nature and can be a centerpiece for camping trips.

5. Paracord Belt

A paracord belt combines functionality with style, making it a must-have accessory.

- Materials Needed:

- 50-100 feet of paracord (depending on your waist size)
- A buckle (plastic or metal)

- Scissors

- Lighter

- Instructions:



1. Measure your waist and cut the paracord to your desired length.

2. Melt the ends to prevent fraying.

3. Attach one end of the paracord to the buckle and fold it back on itself.

4. Use a knotting technique (like the cobra weave) to create the belt.

5. Continue until you reach the desired length, then attach the other end to the buckle.
6. Trim and melt the ends to finish.

This belt not only looks great but can also be unraveled in emergencies.

Tips for Working with Paracord

Working with paracord can be enjoyable, but here are some tips to make your crafting experience
smoother:

- Choose Quality Paracord: Ensure you purchase high-quality paracord to ensure durability and
strength.

- Practice Knots: Familiarize yourself with various knots before starting complex projects.

- Color Coordination: Experiment with different color combinations to create unique and personalized
items.

- Use the Right Tools: High-quality scissors and a lighter will make your project neater and easier to
execute.

- Practice Safety: Always be cautious when using a lighter and sharp tools.

Conclusion

Creating cool things to make with paracord opens up a world of crafting possibilities, from practical
survival gear to stylish accessories. Whether you're making a survival bracelet, a dog leash, or a
hammock, paracord projects are not only enjoyable but also useful. With its durability and versatility,
paracord is a fantastic material for both beginners and experienced crafters alike. So gather your
supplies, unleash your creativity, and start crafting unique items that are bound to impress!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some practical uses for paracord?

Paracord can be used to create items like keychains, survival bracelets, lanyards, and dog leashes,
making it a versatile tool for everyday carry.

How can | make a paracord survival bracelet?

To make a survival bracelet, measure your wrist, cut a length of paracord about 3 times that length,
and use a cobra weave to create the bracelet, finishing with a buckle.



Can paracord be used for camping gear?

Yes, paracord is excellent for camping gear; you can make tent lines, gear ties, and even straps for
securing items to your backpack.

What are some creative decorative uses for paracord?

You can use paracord for decorative purposes by making wall hangings, plant hangers, or custom
coasters, adding a unique touch to your home.

Is it possible to make a paracord dog leash?

Absolutely! You can create a sturdy dog leash using paracord by braiding multiple strands together
for added strength and durability.

What is a paracord keychain, and how do | make one?

A paracord keychain is a compact accessory made by knotting paracord into a small, decorative
shape, often using a simple weave like the cobra or fishtail pattern.

How do | create a paracord handle for a bag?

To create a paracord handle for a bag, you can braid or twist several lengths of paracord together,
then attach them securely to the bag using strong knots.

What are some advanced paracord projects for experienced
users?

Experienced users can tackle advanced projects like paracord belts, hammocks, or intricate keychains
with multiple colors and patterns, showcasing their skill.

Can | use paracord for jewelry making?

Yes! Paracord is great for jewelry making; you can create bracelets, necklaces, and anklets that are
both stylish and functional.
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