
creedence clearwater revival around
the bend

creedence clearwater revival around the bend stands as one of the iconic
songs that define the legacy of Creedence Clearwater Revival (CCR). Released
in 1970 as part of the album "Cosmo's Factory," this track captures the
band's signature blend of rock, country, and blues influences. The song’s
upbeat tempo and evocative lyrics have made it a timeless classic that
continues to resonate with fans across generations. This article explores the
background, musical composition, lyrical themes, and cultural impact of
"Around the Bend" by Creedence Clearwater Revival. Additionally, it examines
the song's place within CCR’s discography and its influence on rock music as
a whole. The following sections provide a comprehensive analysis of this
enduring piece of music history.
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Background and Release of Creedence Clearwater
Revival Around the Bend

The song "Around the Bend" was released in 1970 as part of Creedence
Clearwater Revival’s fifth studio album, Cosmo's Factory. This album marked a
high point in CCR’s career, showcasing their ability to blend various musical
styles into a cohesive and energetic sound. John Fogerty, the band’s lead
vocalist and primary songwriter, penned "Around the Bend," which reflected
his knack for crafting memorable melodies paired with meaningful lyrics.

The recording of "Around the Bend" took place during a prolific period for
the band, characterized by tight production and creative experimentation. The
song was not released as a single but gained popularity as an album track,
contributing to the overall success of Cosmo's Factory. The album itself
reached number one on the Billboard 200 chart and solidified CCR’s reputation
as one of the premier rock bands of the era.

Context Within Cosmo's Factory

"Around the Bend" fits seamlessly into the eclectic mix of styles found on
Cosmo's Factory. The album contains elements of swamp rock, blues, and
country, with tracks ranging from the energetic "Travelin’ Band" to the
reflective "Long As I Can See the Light." Positioned near the album’s end,



"Around the Bend" offers a sense of optimism and forward momentum,
complementing the themes explored throughout the record.

Band Lineup and Contributions

At the time of recording, Creedence Clearwater Revival consisted of John
Fogerty (lead vocals, guitar), Tom Fogerty (rhythm guitar), Stu Cook (bass),
and Doug Clifford (drums). Each member contributed to the tight, dynamic
sound that defined the band’s music, with John Fogerty’s songwriting and
vocal delivery playing a central role in "Around the Bend."

Musical Composition and Style

"Around the Bend" showcases Creedence Clearwater Revival’s signature blend of
rock and roll infused with country and blues stylings. The song features a
bright, jangly guitar riff supported by a steady rhythm section and
harmonious backing vocals. The arrangement is straightforward yet effective,
emphasizing melody and groove over complexity.

Instrumentation and Arrangement

The instrumentation of "Around the Bend" includes:

Lead electric guitar delivering the main riff and melodic lines

Rhythm guitar providing chordal support

Bass guitar driving the harmonic foundation

Drums maintaining a steady, upbeat tempo

Backing vocals adding harmonic depth, especially in the chorus

The song’s tempo is moderate, creating an uplifting and hopeful mood that
complements the lyrical themes. The production emphasizes clarity and
balance, allowing each instrument to be distinctly heard while blending
seamlessly into the overall sound.

Musical Influences and Style Characteristics

The style of "Around the Bend" reflects the swamp rock genre that CCR helped
popularize. This genre combines elements of rhythm and blues, country, and
rock with a Southern United States influence. The song’s rhythmic drive and
melodic structure also draw from folk rock traditions, making it accessible
and appealing to a wide audience.



Lyrical Themes and Interpretation

The lyrics of "Around the Bend" convey themes of hope, change, and the
promise of better times ahead. The phrase "around the bend" metaphorically
suggests something just out of sight but imminent, symbolizing optimism and
anticipation for what the future holds. John Fogerty’s songwriting often
explores personal and universal experiences, and this song is no exception.

Analysis of Key Lyrics

The chorus states:

"There’s something good a-waitin' around the bend."

This line encapsulates the song’s positive outlook, suggesting that despite
current struggles or uncertainties, something rewarding lies just ahead. The
verses elaborate on this idea by describing a journey or movement toward that
hopeful future.

Themes of Journey and Transformation

"Around the Bend" can also be interpreted as a metaphor for life's journey,
emphasizing resilience and the willingness to embrace change. The song
encourages listeners to keep moving forward, reinforcing a message of
perseverance and faith in better days.

Reception and Legacy

Though not released as a single, "Around the Bend" has become a beloved track
among Creedence Clearwater Revival fans and classic rock enthusiasts. The
song’s inclusion on the critically acclaimed Cosmo's Factory album helped
cement its place in the band's storied catalog.

Critical Reception

Music critics have praised "Around the Bend" for its melodic strength and
lyrical optimism. It is often cited as an example of John Fogerty’s
songwriting prowess and CCR’s ability to craft songs that are both musically
engaging and thematically rich. The song’s upbeat feel and hopeful message
have contributed to its enduring appeal.

Live Performances and Covers

While Creedence Clearwater Revival disbanded in the early 1970s, John Fogerty



has continued to perform "Around the Bend" during his solo concerts,
introducing the song to new audiences. Various artists have also covered the
track, paying homage to its influence and timeless quality.

Cultural Impact and Influence

"Around the Bend" reflects not only the musical style of its era but also the
cultural sentiments of the early 1970s. As America faced social and political
upheaval, songs like this offered a message of hope and perseverance that
resonated deeply with listeners.

Role in Classic Rock Canon

Creedence Clearwater Revival's music, including "Around the Bend," has played
a significant role in shaping the classic rock genre. The song’s blend of
rock, country, and blues elements has influenced countless musicians and
continues to be a staple on classic rock radio stations.

Enduring Popularity and Media Usage

"Around the Bend" has appeared in various media forms, from films to
television shows, often used to evoke a sense of nostalgia or optimism. Its
memorable melody and hopeful lyrics make it a fitting soundtrack for
narratives about change and new beginnings.

Symbolizes hope and positive change

Represents the musical versatility of CCR

Continues to inspire contemporary artists

Maintains significant airplay and streaming presence

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the meaning behind Creedence Clearwater
Revival's song 'Around the Bend'?

The song 'Around the Bend' by Creedence Clearwater Revival is interpreted as
a reflection on hope and the possibility of better times ahead, encouraging
listeners to remain optimistic despite challenges.



When was 'Around the Bend' by Creedence Clearwater
Revival released?

'Around the Bend' was released in 1972 as part of Creedence Clearwater
Revival's album 'Mardi Gras.'

Who wrote 'Around the Bend' for Creedence Clearwater
Revival?

John Fogerty, the lead singer and primary songwriter of Creedence Clearwater
Revival, wrote 'Around the Bend.'

How was 'Around the Bend' received by critics and
fans?

The song received positive reviews for its uplifting message and melody, and
it remains a favorite among Creedence Clearwater Revival fans for its hopeful
tone.

Has 'Around the Bend' by Creedence Clearwater Revival
been featured in popular media or covered by other
artists?

'Around the Bend' has been covered by various artists over the years and
featured in several films and television shows, highlighting its enduring
appeal and influence in rock music.

Additional Resources
1. Behind the Fog: The Story of Creedence Clearwater Revival
This biography delves into the formation and rise of Creedence Clearwater
Revival, exploring the personal dynamics between band members and the
cultural impact of their music. It provides insight into their creative
process and how they became icons of swamp rock. The book also touches on the
challenges they faced during their peak years.

2. Swamp Rock Legends: The Music and Legacy of Creedence Clearwater Revival
Focusing on the musical style that defined CCR, this book analyzes their
unique blend of rock, blues, and country. It examines key albums like "Bayou
Country" and tracks like "Around the Bend," highlighting the stories behind
the songs. Readers gain a deeper appreciation for the band’s influence on
American rock music.

3. Around the Bend: The Cultural Impact of CCR’s Timeless Tunes
This work explores how Creedence Clearwater Revival’s music resonated with
social and political movements in the late 1960s and early 1970s. It
discusses the relevance of songs like "Fortunate Son" and "Around the Bend"
in the context of war, civil rights, and youth culture. The book offers a
compelling look at music as a form of protest.

4. John Fogerty: The Voice Behind Creedence Clearwater Revival
A comprehensive biography of John Fogerty, the lead singer, guitarist, and
primary songwriter for CCR. It covers his artistic journey from the band’s
inception through his solo career, highlighting his struggles and triumphs.



The book offers personal anecdotes and insights into Fogerty’s creative
genius.

5. Creedence Clearwater Revival: A Photographic Journey
Featuring rare and iconic images, this coffee-table book captures the essence
of CCR’s performances, studio sessions, and off-stage moments. Each
photograph is accompanied by detailed captions and stories, providing fans
with a visual history of the band’s evolution. It’s a nostalgic tribute to
one of rock’s most enduring groups.

6. The Sound of the Bayou: Analyzing Creedence Clearwater Revival’s Musical
Roots
This book examines the Southern and swamp influences that shaped CCR’s sound,
despite the band’s California origins. It discusses the integration of blues,
country, and rock elements that created their distinctive style. The text
also explores how songs like "Around the Bend" reflect these musical
traditions.

7. Creedence Clearwater Revival: The Complete Lyrics and Song Stories
A detailed collection of CCR’s lyrics paired with stories behind each song’s
creation and meaning. This book gives fans and scholars an in-depth look at
the themes and inspirations in tracks such as "Have You Ever Seen the Rain?"
and "Around the Bend." It is an essential read for those interested in the
poetic aspect of the band’s work.

8. Rocking the Late Sixties: Creedence Clearwater Revival and Their Era
This historical account situates CCR within the broader context of the 1960s
rock scene. It discusses how the band’s straightforward, rootsy sound
contrasted with the psychedelic trends of the time. The book also covers
their influence on subsequent musicians and their lasting legacy in rock
history.

9. From Bay Area to Worldwide: The Global Reach of Creedence Clearwater
Revival
Tracing CCR’s journey from a regional band in California to international
stardom, this book highlights their global fan base and touring history. It
explores how songs like "Around the Bend" helped the band connect with
audiences worldwide. The narrative includes fan stories and reflections on
CCR’s enduring appeal.
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