
crafts to make with shells

crafts to make with shells offer a unique and creative way to transform natural materials into beautiful
decorative items and functional objects. Shells collected from beaches or purchased from craft stores can be
used in a variety of artistic projects that enhance home decor, jewelry, and gifts. This article explores
diverse ideas for crafting with shells, including easy DIY projects suitable for all ages and skill levels. From
shell ornaments to personalized frames, these crafts not only showcase creativity but also bring a touch of
nature indoors. The following sections will guide you through popular shell craft ideas, necessary materials,
and step-by-step instructions to inspire your next crafting adventure.

Shell Jewelry and Accessories

Home Decor Crafts Using Shells

Seasonal and Holiday Shell Crafts

Educational and Kids’ Shell Craft Projects

Tips for Collecting and Preparing Shells for Crafts

Shell Jewelry and Accessories
One of the most popular categories of crafts to make with shells is jewelry and personal accessories. Shells
provide a natural and elegant look that can be incorporated into necklaces, bracelets, earrings, and hair
accessories. Their unique shapes, colors, and textures add a distinctive touch to handmade adornments.

Making Shell Necklaces and Pendants
Creating a shell necklace or pendant involves selecting attractive shells and attaching them to chains or
cords. Small drill holes may be needed to thread the shells securely. Combining shells with beads, charms,
or wire wrapping enhances the design and adds complexity.

Crafting Shell Bracelets and Anklets
Bracelets and anklets made from shells are simple yet stylish accessories. Using elastic cords or leather
strips, shells can be strung together with complementary beads or knots. This type of craft is ideal for



beginners and allows for customization based on preferred colors and sizes.

Designing Shell Earrings
Shell earrings can range from delicate studs to dangling pieces. Using small shells or shell fragments, these
can be attached to earring hooks or posts using jewelry wire or glue. Lightweight shells are preferred to
ensure comfort during wear.

Shell Hair Accessories
Hair clips, combs, and headbands decorated with shells add a beach-inspired flair to hairstyles. Adhering
shells with strong craft glue or hot glue guns secures them to the accessory base. Combining shells with
ribbons or fabric can create more intricate designs.

Home Decor Crafts Using Shells
Shells are frequently used in home decor crafts to add a natural and coastal feel to living spaces. They can
be incorporated into various decorative items that enhance the ambiance and aesthetic appeal of rooms.

Creating Shell Picture Frames
Picture frames embellished with shells make personalized and charming decor pieces. The process involves
gluing shells around the frame edges to create texture and interest. Different shell sizes and colors can be
arranged in patterns for a professional finish.

Designing Shell Wind Chimes
Wind chimes made from shells provide soothing sounds and visual appeal. By drilling holes and stringing
multiple shells on fishing line or strong thread, these chimes can be hung outdoors or near windows. The
natural clinking of shells enhances the sensory experience.

Making Shell Candle Holders
Shells can be used to decorate candle holders or even serve as small holders themselves for tea lights.
Arranging shells around glass jars or affixing them to sturdy bases creates elegant lighting accents suited for
coastal-themed interiors.



Assembling Shell Mirrors
Mirrors framed with shells become focal points in any room. Similar to picture frames, shells are glued
around the mirror perimeter. This craft requires careful placement to ensure shells are evenly spaced and
securely attached.

Seasonal and Holiday Shell Crafts
Shells can be integrated into seasonal and holiday-themed crafts, making unique decorations that reflect
nature’s beauty. These projects often combine shells with other materials to celebrate specific occasions.

Making Shell Christmas Ornaments
Shells painted or decorated with glitter and ribbons can be turned into Christmas tree ornaments. Attaching
hooks or loops allows them to hang easily, adding a beach-inspired touch to traditional holiday decor.

Creating Easter Shell Decorations
For Easter, shells can be painted in pastel colors and used as decorative accents in baskets or table
centerpieces. Combining shells with faux grass and eggs creates vibrant seasonal displays.

Designing Shell Wreaths
Wreaths made from shells serve as beautiful door hangings for various holidays or seasons. Using a foam
base, shells can be glued in overlapping patterns. Additional embellishments like ribbons, flowers, or
starfish complete the look.

Crafting Shell Garland
Shell garlands are versatile decorations for parties or seasonal home accents. Stringing shells with twine or
thread creates long chains that can be draped across mantels, walls, or windows.

Educational and Kids’ Shell Craft Projects
Crafts to make with shells are excellent for educational purposes and children’s activities. These projects
encourage creativity, fine motor skills, and an appreciation for natural materials.



Shell Sorting and Counting Activities
Young children can sort shells by size, color, or shape, which helps develop categorization and counting
skills. This activity can be combined with storytelling or nature lessons.

Making Shell Animals and Figures
Using glue and craft supplies, kids can create animals, insects, or imaginative figures by combining
different shells. This project fosters creativity and hand-eye coordination.

Decorating Shells with Paint and Markers
Painting or drawing on shells allows children to personalize their collections. Non-toxic paints and markers
are ideal for adding patterns, faces, or designs to shells.

Building Shell Mobiles
Shell mobiles can be made by suspending various shells from a frame or hoop using strings. This craft
combines art and physics as children learn about balance and movement.

Tips for Collecting and Preparing Shells for Crafts
Successful crafts to make with shells start with proper collection and preparation. Ensuring shells are clean,
dry, and intact improves the quality of the finished products.

Collecting Shells Responsibly
When gathering shells from beaches or natural areas, it is important to follow local regulations and avoid
disturbing wildlife habitats. Collect only empty shells and avoid protected species.

Cleaning and Sanitizing Shells
Shells should be cleaned thoroughly to remove sand, dirt, and organic matter. Soaking shells in a mild
bleach solution followed by rinsing and drying prevents odors and mold growth.



Drilling and Preparing Shells for Assembly
For many crafts, shells need holes for threading or attachment. Using a small drill bit and careful technique
prevents cracking. Protective eyewear and a stable work surface are recommended.

Choosing the Right Adhesives and Tools
Strong adhesives such as hot glue, epoxy, or craft glue provide secure bonds. Selecting appropriate tools like
tweezers, pliers, and clamps can facilitate precise assembly and improve safety.

Collect shells responsibly and ethically

Clean shells thoroughly before use

Use proper tools for drilling and assembling

Select adhesives suitable for the project type

Plan designs before starting to ensure consistency

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some easy crafts to make with seashells for beginners?
Some easy crafts for beginners include making seashell picture frames, shell candles, simple shell necklaces,
and decorative shell magnets. These projects require minimal tools and materials, making them perfect for
those new to crafting with shells.

How can I make a seashell wind chime?
To make a seashell wind chime, you will need various sizes of shells, fishing line or strong thread, a
driftwood piece or metal ring, and a drill to make small holes in the shells. String the shells at different
lengths and tie them to the driftwood or ring. Hang it outdoors to enjoy the soothing sounds.

What types of shells work best for crafting?
Flat and sturdy shells like scallops, clams, and oysters work best for crafting as they are easier to glue and
paint. Avoid fragile or very small shells if you want your craft to be durable and visually appealing.



Can seashells be used to decorate home items?
Yes, seashells can be used to decorate a variety of home items such as mirrors, photo frames, lampshades,
flower pots, and coasters. They add a natural, beachy vibe and can be attached using strong glue or resin for
a lasting finish.

How do I preserve shells before using them in crafts?
To preserve shells, clean them thoroughly with warm water and a brush to remove dirt and debris. Soak
them in a mixture of water and bleach (1:3 ratio) for a few hours to whiten and sanitize. Rinse well and let
them dry completely before using them in crafts.

What are some creative gift ideas using seashell crafts?
Creative gift ideas include personalized seashell jewelry, custom shell photo frames, handmade shell
candles, and decorative shell jars filled with beach sand and small shells. These handmade gifts are
thoughtful and perfect for beach lovers.

Additional Resources
1. Seaside Treasures: Crafting with Shells
This book offers a delightful collection of projects that transform ordinary seashells into beautiful home
décor and accessories. From shell wreaths to picture frames, each craft is designed for crafters of all skill
levels. Detailed instructions and vibrant photos make it easy to follow along and create charming seaside-
inspired art.

2. Shell Crafting for Beginners: Simple and Stunning Projects
Perfect for those new to shell crafting, this guide provides step-by-step tutorials for making jewelry,
ornaments, and decorative items using shells. The book emphasizes easy-to-find materials and
straightforward techniques, making it accessible for kids and adults alike. Each project includes tips on shell
selection and preservation.

3. The Art of Shell Jewelry: Handmade Accessories from the Shore
Explore the world of wearable art with this comprehensive guide to making shell-based jewelry. The book
covers everything from designing unique pieces to mastering techniques like wire wrapping and beading.
With inspiring photos and expert advice, readers can create elegant necklaces, bracelets, and earrings using
natural shells.

4. Crafting Coastal Decor: Shells and Beyond
This book goes beyond basic shell crafts to incorporate other natural elements like driftwood and sand,
creating stunning coastal-themed décor. Projects include lamps, mirrors, and table centerpieces that bring
the beach indoors. It’s ideal for those looking to add a rustic, seaside vibe to their living spaces.



5. Shell Mosaics: Artistic Creations with Natural Materials
Discover the beauty of mosaic art using shells in this detailed guide. The book teaches techniques for
arranging and adhering shells to create intricate patterns on various surfaces. Ideal for artists and crafters
interested in a unique medium, it includes project ideas ranging from tabletops to garden stones.

6. Kids’ Shell Crafts: Fun and Easy Projects for Little Hands
Designed specifically for children, this colorful book offers a variety of simple shell crafts that encourage
creativity and fine motor skills. Projects like shell animals, magnets, and wind chimes use safe, easy-to-
handle materials. It’s a fantastic resource for parents and teachers who want to introduce kids to nature-
inspired crafting.

7. Shell Art: Techniques and Projects for Creative Expression
This book delves into advanced techniques for creating shell art, including carving, painting, and
combining shells with other media. It features inspirational projects and showcases artists who specialize in
shell-based artwork. Readers will find plenty of ideas to push the boundaries of traditional shell crafting.

8. Beachcomber’s Craft Book: Creative Uses for Found Shells
Encouraging readers to make the most of their beach finds, this book offers innovative ideas for repurposing
shells into practical and decorative items. Projects include shell-encrusted boxes, keychains, and garden
décor. It also provides tips on cleaning and preserving shells to ensure long-lasting crafts.

9. Seashells & Memories: Personalized Crafts to Cherish
This heartfelt book focuses on creating personalized crafts that capture memories of beach vacations and
special moments. Ideas include photo albums, memory jars, and custom shell art pieces that make
meaningful gifts. The book combines crafting guidance with storytelling to inspire sentimental projects.
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