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Sales and use tax is a crucial aspect of commerce in Connecticut, impacting businesses and
consumers alike. Understanding the nuances of this tax can help avoid unnecessary penalties and
ensure compliance with state regulations. This guide will provide a comprehensive overview of
Connecticut's sales and use tax, including definitions, rates, exemptions, filing requirements, and
tips for compliance.

Understanding Sales and Use Tax

What is Sales Tax?
Sales tax is a tax imposed on the sale of goods and certain services. In Connecticut, the sales tax
applies to tangible personal property, which includes items that can be seen, weighed, measured, or
touched, as well as digital goods and services.

What is Use Tax?
Use tax complements sales tax and is imposed on the use, storage, or consumption of goods that
were purchased without paying sales tax. This typically applies when items are bought out of state
and brought into Connecticut, or when sales tax was not collected at the point of purchase.

Sales Tax Rate in Connecticut

As of October 2023, the standard sales tax rate in Connecticut is 6.35%. However, certain items are
subject to a higher rate, while others may be exempt.

Higher Rates for Specific Goods and Services
- Luxury Goods: Items costing over $1,000, such as jewelry and luxury vehicles, are taxed at 7.75%.
- Prepared Foods: Most prepared foods, including restaurant meals, are taxed at 8.35%.
- Alcoholic Beverages: The sale of alcoholic beverages is taxed at 10%.

Exemptions from Sales Tax
Connecticut offers several exemptions from sales tax, including:
- Food Products: Most grocery items are exempt.
- Prescription Medications: These are exempt from sales tax.
- Clothing and Footwear: Sales of clothing and footwear under $50 are generally exempt.



- Sales to Nonprofits: Many purchases by nonprofit organizations may be exempt if they apply for
and receive a Sales Tax Exempt Certificate.

Filing and Payment Requirements

Who Needs to Collect Sales Tax?
Businesses selling tangible personal property or taxable services in Connecticut are required to
register with the Connecticut Department of Revenue Services (DRS) and collect sales tax from their
customers. This includes:
- Retailers
- Wholesalers
- Online sellers
- Service providers (for taxable services)

How to Register for Sales Tax in Connecticut
To register, businesses must complete the following steps:
1. Visit the Connecticut DRS website.
2. Complete the online application for a Sales and Use Tax Permit.
3. Provide necessary documentation, such as your Federal Employer Identification Number (FEIN)
and business information.

Filing Frequency
The frequency of filing sales tax returns depends on the total sales tax collected:
- Monthly: If you collect more than $4,000 in sales tax per quarter.
- Quarterly: If you collect between $1,000 and $4,000.
- Annually: If you collect less than $1,000.

How to File Sales Tax Returns
Sales tax returns can be filed online through the Connecticut DRS Taxpayer Service Center. The
return form, known as the ST-1, must be completed and submitted by the due date, along with any
tax owed.

Payment Methods
Businesses can pay their sales tax liability through several methods:
- Online Payment: Through the DRS website.
- Mail: Sending a check or money order with the return form.
- Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT): Required for businesses with a tax liability of $500 or more.



Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

Understanding the common pitfalls in sales and use tax compliance can save businesses from
financial loss and legal issues. Here are a few frequent mistakes and tips on how to avoid them:

1. Failing to Collect Sales Tax on Taxable Sales
Ensure that all applicable sales are taxed. Regularly review items you sell to confirm whether they
are taxable under Connecticut law.

2. Incorrectly Classifying Products or Services
Products and services can be classified differently for tax purposes. Confirm the classification of
your goods and services by consulting the Connecticut DRS.

3. Neglecting to Keep Accurate Records
Maintain detailed records of all sales tax collected, exemptions claimed, and purchases made. This
will help in the event of an audit.

4. Missing Filing Deadlines
Set reminders for tax return due dates. Late filings can lead to penalties and interest charges.

Audits and Compliance Issues

Understanding Audits
The Connecticut DRS conducts audits to ensure compliance with sales and use tax laws. An audit
may be triggered by various factors, including discrepancies in reported sales, frequent changes in
ownership, or random selection.

Preparing for an Audit
To prepare for a sales tax audit:
- Organize your sales records, invoices, and tax returns.
- Review your tax filings for any discrepancies.
- Consult with a tax professional for guidance.



Penalties for Non-Compliance
Penalties for failing to comply with sales and use tax regulations can include:
- Late Filing Penalties: Up to 10% of the unpaid tax amount.
- Interest: Charged on late payments at a rate set by the state.
- Audits: Resulting in back taxes owed, along with additional penalties.

Conclusion

Navigating the complexities of Connecticut's sales and use tax system is essential for businesses
operating within the state. By understanding the tax rates, filing requirements, and common pitfalls,
businesses can ensure compliance and avoid costly penalties. Regularly consulting the Connecticut
DRS website or seeking advice from tax professionals can further aid in maintaining compliance.
Being proactive and informed is key to successfully managing sales and use tax obligations in
Connecticut.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the Connecticut Sales and Use Tax
Guide?
The Connecticut Sales and Use Tax Guide provides businesses and individuals with comprehensive
information about the state's sales and use tax laws, including rates, exemptions, and filing
requirements.

Who is required to collect sales tax in Connecticut?
Any business or individual selling tangible personal property or certain services in Connecticut is
required to collect sales tax, unless the sale is specifically exempt.

What items are exempt from sales tax in Connecticut?
Common exemptions in Connecticut include certain food items, prescription drugs, and some
clothing under a specific price threshold. Non-profits and certain governmental entities may also
qualify for exemptions.

How often do businesses need to file sales tax returns in
Connecticut?
The frequency of filing sales tax returns in Connecticut can vary; businesses typically file monthly,
quarterly, or annually based on their sales volume and tax liability.



What is the current sales tax rate in Connecticut?
As of October 2023, the sales tax rate in Connecticut is 6.35%, with some goods and services subject
to a higher rate.

How do I apply for a sales tax permit in Connecticut?
To apply for a sales tax permit in Connecticut, businesses must complete the online application
through the Connecticut Department of Revenue Services (DRS) website.

What penalties exist for failing to collect or remit sales tax in
Connecticut?
Penalties for failing to collect or remit sales tax in Connecticut can include fines, interest on unpaid
taxes, and potential legal action by the state to recover owed amounts.

Can businesses claim a refund for overpaid sales tax in
Connecticut?
Yes, businesses in Connecticut can claim a refund for overpaid sales tax by filing a sales and use tax
refund application with the Connecticut Department of Revenue Services.
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