craft ideas for elijah and the widow

Craft ideas for Elijah and the widow can serve as a wonderful way to teach children about the biblical story
of Elijah and the widow of Zarephath while also engaging them in creative activities. This tale, found in 1
Kings 17:8-16, illustrates themes of faith, provision, and miracles. By incorporating crafts into your lessons,
you can enhance understanding, foster imagination, and create lasting memories. In this article, we will
explore several craft ideas that can be utilized in Sunday School classes, home schooling, or family

gatherings to bring the story to life.

Understanding the Story of Elijah and the Widow

Before diving into craft ideas, it’s essential to understand the story behind Elijah and the widow. Elijah was
a prophet of God who was sent to deliver a message during a time of drought and famine. When he
arrived in Zarephath, he encountered a widow gathering sticks to prepare a final meal for herself and her
son. Elijah asked her to make him a small loaf of bread first, promising that her jar of flour and jug of oil
would not run dry. This miraculous provision continued until the drought ended, demonstrating God’s

faithfulness and care.

Craft Ideas Inspired by the Story

Here are some creative craft ideas that reflect the themes and elements of Elijah and the widow's story.

1. Flour and Oil Jars

Materials Needed:

- Small glass jars or plastic containers

- Flour (real or faux)

- Oil (real or faux, depending on safety and age group)
- Labels or tags

- Decorative materials (ribbons, stickers, paint)

Instructions:

1. Clean and dry the jars.

2. If using real flour and oil, fill one jar with flour and another with oil. If using faux materials, fill jars with
colored sand or rice for flour and colored water for oil.

3. Attach a label to each jar with the words “Flour” and “Oil” and a brief summary of the story.



4. Allow children to decorate their jars with ribbons or stickers, emphasizing creativity and personal

expression.

Purpose: This craft helps children visualize the miracle of provision while also giving them a tangible

reminder of the story.

2. Elijah’s Bird Feeder

Materials Needed:

- Pine cones

- Peanut butter (or a nut-free alternative)
- Birdseed

- String or twine

Instructions:

1. Take a pine cone and cover it with peanut butter using a butter knife.

2. Roll the pine cone in birdseed until fully coated.

3. Tie a piece of string around the top of the pine cone for hanging.

4. Discuss how God provided for Elijah in the wilderness and how we can provide for the birds, just like

God cares for all His creations.

Purpose: This craft emphasizes the theme of provision and care for creation, connecting the story to a

broader understanding of God’s love.

3. Faith Bookmark Craft

Materials Needed:

- Cardstock or heavy paper
- Markers or colored pencils
- Ribbon or string

- Hole punch

Instructions:

1. Cut the cardstock into bookmark-sized strips (2 inches by 6 inches).

2. Have the children decorate their bookmarks with drawings or words that inspire faith, such as “Trust in
God” or “He Provides.”

3. Use a hole punch to make a hole at the top of each bookmark and thread a piece of ribbon through it.

4. Encourage children to share their bookmarks with friends or family members to spread the message of

faith.



Purpose: Bookmarks are practical items that children will use, reminding them of the story and the

importance of faith in their daily lives.

4. Story Stones

Materials Needed:
- Smooth stones or pebbles
- Acrylic paint or permanent markers

- Sealer (optional)

Instructions:

1. Gather smooth stones from outside or purchase them from a craft store.

2. Paint or draw images related to the story on each stone, such as a loaf of bread, a jar of oil, a bird, and
Elijah.

3. Once dry, apply a sealer if desired to protect the artwork.

4. Use these stones to retell the story of Elijah and the widow, encouraging children to pick stones and

narrate parts of the story as they go.

Purpose: Story stones provide a tactile and visual way to engage children in storytelling and can be used

repeatedly for different lessons.

Enhancing the Craft Experience

Crafting can be a wonderful bonding experience that encourages discussion and reflection. Here are some

tips to enhance the craft experience:

1. Incorporate Bible Verses

As children work on their crafts, read relevant Bible verses that connect to the story. This will help

deepen their understanding and connection to the lesson.

2. Share Personal Stories

Encourage children to share any personal experiences related to the themes of faith and provision. This can

help them relate to the story on a personal level.



3. Group Reflection

After completing the crafts, gather everyone to discuss what they learned from the story and how they

can apply it to their lives. This reflection solidifies the lesson and encourages critical thinking.

Conclusion

Incorporating craft ideas for Elijah and the widow into your teaching can create an engaging and
meaningful experience for children. These crafts not only allow for creativity but also serve as powerful
tools for storytelling and understanding biblical principles. By actively participating in crafts related to the
story, children can internalize the lessons of faith, provision, and God’s love, making the story of Elijah and
the widow memorable and impactful. Whether in a classroom, at home, or during a family gathering, these

craft ideas are sure to inspire and educate.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some simple craft ideas to illustrate the story of Elijah and the
widow?

You can create a paper plate representation of the widow's jar of oil, using paint to depict the oil flowing.

Another idea is to make a collage using dried leaves and twigs to represent the resources the widow had.

How can I incorporate the theme of sharing into a craft project related to
Elijah and the widow?

You can design a 'sharing jar' craft where children decorate jars and fill them with ingredients to share

with others, symbolizing the widow's willingness to share her last meal.

What crafts can be made that represent the miracle of abundance in the
story of Elijah and the widow?

A fun craft is to create a 'miracle bag' where children can fill paper bags with faux food items, showcasing
how the widow's supplies never ran out. You can also make a 'blessing tree' using branches and paper

leaves to represent the blessings received.



Can you suggest any seasonal crafts that relate to the story of Elijah and

the widow?

During harvest season, consider making corn husk dolls to symbolize the widow's harvest. In the spring, a

flower pot craft can represent new life and God's provision.

‘What educational activities can accompany crafts about Elijah and the
widow?

In addition to crafts, you can have a storytelling session where children act out the story. This reinforces

the message while allowing them to engage creatively.

How can I make a DIY project that teaches children about faith through
the story of Elijah and the widow?

Create a faith box where children can decorate a small box and fill it with items that represent their faith,
similar to how the widow had faith in God's provision. This can serve as a personal reminder of faith in

challenging times.
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