
cpc exam breakdown 2023
CPC exam breakdown 2023 is essential for anyone preparing to take the Certified
Professional Coder (CPC) exam. This certification is crucial for aspiring medical coders, as
it validates their knowledge and skills in coding medical diagnoses, procedures, and
services. The CPC exam is administered by the American Academy of Professional Coders
(AAPC) and is recognized nationwide. This article aims to provide a comprehensive
breakdown of the CPC exam in 2023, including its structure, content areas, preparation
strategies, and valuable resources.

Understanding the CPC Exam Structure

The CPC exam is designed to assess a candidate's proficiency in medical coding, focusing
on various code sets, guidelines, and regulations. Here’s a detailed look at the exam's
structure:

Exam Format

- Number of Questions: The CPC exam consists of 150 multiple-choice questions.
- Duration: Candidates have 5 hours and 40 minutes to complete the exam.
- Scoring: The passing score is typically around 70%, although it is essential to check the
latest requirements from the AAPC.

Content Areas

The exam covers a range of topics critical to professional medical coding. These content
areas are grouped into various sections, which include:

1. Medical Terminology
- Understanding medical terms, anatomy, and physiology.
- Recognizing prefixes, suffixes, and root words.

2. Coding Guidelines
- Familiarity with the current coding systems, including ICD-10-CM, CPT, and HCPCS
Level II.
- Knowledge of coding conventions and rules.

3. Health Insurance and Billing
- Understanding the various types of health insurance plans.
- Familiarity with the claims process and billing procedures.

4. Compliance and Regulations
- Awareness of HIPAA regulations and coding compliance.



- Understanding the importance of ethical coding practices.

5. Anatomy and Physiology
- Knowledge of human anatomy systems and their functions.
- Understanding common medical conditions and their treatment.

Exam Breakdown by Content Area

To help candidates prepare effectively, here is a breakdown of the CPC exam by content
area, including the approximate percentage of questions from each section:

1. Medical Terminology (10%)

Candidates can expect around 15 questions focusing on medical terminology. Familiarity
with medical terms and their meanings is crucial for accurate coding.

2. Anatomy and Physiology (20%)

Approximately 30 questions will test candidates' knowledge of human anatomy and
physiology. Understanding how the body functions and the common diseases affecting
various systems is vital.

3. Coding Guidelines (40%)

This section will make up about 60 questions, covering the major coding systems:

- ICD-10-CM: 30 questions
- CPT: 20 questions
- HCPCS Level II: 10 questions

Candidates must be well-versed in the rules and regulations governing these coding
systems to excel in this section.

4. Health Insurance and Billing (15%)

Around 22 questions will focus on health insurance policies, billing processes, and the
relationship between coding and reimbursement.



5. Compliance and Regulations (15%)

There will be about 22 questions related to compliance issues, including HIPAA, coding
ethics, and the legal aspects of medical coding.

Preparation Strategies

Preparing for the CPC exam requires a structured approach. Here are some effective
strategies to ensure success:

Create a Study Plan

- Assess Your Knowledge: Start by identifying your strengths and weaknesses in the
content areas.
- Set a Timeline: Allocate specific periods for studying each subject, ensuring you cover all
areas well before the exam date.

Utilize CPC Study Materials

Invest in high-quality study materials, such as:

- CPC Study Guides: Comprehensive guides that cover all exam topics.
- Practice Exams: Taking practice tests helps familiarize you with the exam format and
identify areas needing improvement.
- Flashcards: Use flashcards for memorization of key terms and coding guidelines.

Engage in Study Groups

Joining a study group can enhance your learning experience by:

- Allowing discussion of challenging topics.
- Providing motivation and accountability.
- Enabling the sharing of resources and tips.

Attend Workshops and Webinars

Participate in AAPC-sponsored workshops or webinars to gain insights from experienced
coders and instructors. These sessions often cover exam strategies and updates on coding
guidelines.



Exam Day Tips

As the exam day approaches, it’s essential to be prepared not only in terms of knowledge
but also mentally and physically. Here are some tips to consider:

Get Plenty of Rest

Ensure you have a good night's sleep before the exam. Being well-rested will help you stay
focused and alert during the test.

Arrive Early

On exam day, arrive at the testing center early. This will give you time to relax and settle
in before the exam begins.

Read Questions Carefully

Take your time to read each question thoroughly. Pay attention to keywords and phrases
that can guide you to the correct answer.

Manage Your Time Wisely

With 150 questions to answer in 5 hours and 40 minutes, time management is crucial. Aim
to answer each question in approximately 2 minutes, leaving some time for review at the
end.

Conclusion

The CPC exam breakdown 2023 provides candidates with critical insights into the
structure and content of the exam, enabling effective preparation. By understanding the
exam format, content areas, and employing targeted study strategies, aspiring medical
coders can enhance their chances of passing the CPC exam and advancing their careers.
With dedication and the right resources, success is within reach.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the CPC exam and what does it stand for?
The CPC exam stands for Certified Professional Coder exam, which is a credentialing
exam for medical coding professionals.

What are the main topics covered in the CPC exam
breakdown for 2023?
The main topics include medical terminology, anatomy, coding guidelines, and compliance,
among others.

How many questions are on the CPC exam in 2023?
The CPC exam consists of 150 multiple-choice questions.

What is the passing score for the CPC exam in 2023?
The passing score for the CPC exam is typically around 70%, but this can vary slightly
depending on the specific exam version.

What is the duration of the CPC exam in 2023?
Candidates are given 5 hours and 40 minutes to complete the CPC exam.

Are there any changes to the CPC exam format in 2023?
While the core format remains the same, it's essential to check for any updates regarding
specific coding guidelines or question types.

What resources are recommended for preparing for the
CPC exam in 2023?
Recommended resources include the AAPC's official study guides, practice exams, and
coding books specific to the CPC exam.

Can I take the CPC exam online in 2023?
Yes, AAPC offers an online option for taking the CPC exam, but candidates should check
the specific requirements and availability.

What is the cost to register for the CPC exam in 2023?
The registration fee for the CPC exam in 2023 is typically around $399 for AAPC members
and $499 for non-members.



How often is the CPC exam updated to reflect changes
in medical coding?
The CPC exam is updated regularly, typically every year, to align with the latest coding
guidelines and regulations.
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