
county town of clare ireland
County Town of Clare, Ireland is a fascinating destination steeped in rich
history, vibrant culture, and stunning landscapes. Located on the west coast
of Ireland, Clare’s county town is Ennis, a charming town that serves as a
hub of activity for both locals and visitors. Ennis is not only the
administrative center of County Clare but also a place where the past and
present harmoniously intertwine, offering an array of attractions,
experiences, and insights into traditional Irish life.

Historical Overview

Ennis has a storied past that dates back to the 12th century. Originally
founded as a monastic settlement by the Franciscans, the town's name derives
from the Irish word "Inis," meaning "island." The town's history is marked by
significant events, particularly during the medieval period when it served as
a strategic location for trade and governance.

Medieval Origins

- Foundation: Ennis was established in 1240 when the Franciscans built a
monastery, which became a focal point for spiritual and educational
endeavors.
- Town Development: Over the centuries, the town developed, gaining its
charter in 1318. It became a key market town, facilitating trade and commerce
in the region.
- Historic Structures: Many of the town's historic buildings, such as the
Ennis Friary and the remnants of the medieval walls, reflect its rich
heritage.

The 19th Century and Beyond

- Economic Growth: The 19th century saw significant economic growth due to
the development of industries like linen and agriculture.
- Railway Expansion: The arrival of the railway in the 19th century further
bolstered Ennis's economic and social standing, linking it to other major
cities in Ireland.
- Cultural Flourishing: The latter part of the 19th century witnessed a
flourishing of Irish culture, with Ennis playing a vital role in the Gaelic
Revival.



Modern Ennis

Today, Ennis is a vibrant town that combines its historical charm with modern
amenities. It is known for its lively atmosphere, friendly residents, and a
plethora of activities that cater to all interests.

Attractions in Ennis

Ennis is replete with attractions that highlight its cultural and historical
significance. Here are some notable sites:

1. Ennis Friary: Built in the 13th century, this well-preserved Franciscan
friary features stunning medieval architecture, intricate stone carvings, and
beautiful cloisters.
2. The Clare Museum: This museum provides a deep dive into the history and
heritage of County Clare, showcasing artifacts, exhibitions, and interactive
displays that narrate the story of the region.
3. Ennis Cathedral: Known as the Cathedral of Saints Peter and Paul, this
stunning structure is a mix of Gothic and Romanesque architectural styles and
features beautiful stained glass windows.
4. The River Fergus: A picturesque river that meanders through the town,
offering scenic walks and recreational opportunities for visitors.
5. The Ennis Book Club Festival: Celebrated annually, this festival attracts
book lovers from all over Ireland and beyond, featuring readings,
discussions, and workshops with renowned authors.

Cultural Events and Festivals

Ennis is a cultural hotspot, hosting various events and festivals throughout
the year. Some of the most popular include:

- Ennis Trad Festival: A celebration of traditional Irish music, dance, and
storytelling, this festival showcases local talent and attracts visitors
eager to experience authentic Irish culture.
- The Fleadh Nua: An annual festival celebrating traditional Irish music,
song, and dance, featuring competitions, performances, and workshops.
- Ennis Fashion Week: A week-long event showcasing local designers, fashion
shows, and workshops, promoting creativity and style in the region.

Natural Beauty and Outdoor Activities

County Clare is renowned for its breathtaking natural landscapes, and Ennis
serves as an excellent base for exploring the region’s outdoor offerings.



Nearby Attractions

1. Cliffs of Moher: Just a short drive from Ennis, the Cliffs of Moher are
one of Ireland's most iconic natural landmarks, offering stunning vistas and
walking trails.
2. Burren National Park: A unique limestone landscape, Burren National Park
is home to rare flora and fauna, making it a paradise for hikers and nature
lovers.
3. Lahinch Beach: Known for its surf culture, Lahinch Beach is a popular spot
for water sports and relaxation, located just a short distance from Ennis.
4. Loop Head Peninsula: This scenic area offers dramatic coastal views,
walking trails, and opportunities for wildlife spotting.

Outdoor Activities

Ennis and its surroundings offer a wide range of outdoor activities for
enthusiasts:

- Hiking and Walking: With numerous trails available in the Burren and along
the Cliffs of Moher, hiking enthusiasts can explore the diverse landscapes.
- Golfing: The region boasts several golf courses, including the renowned
Ennis Golf Club, which offers stunning views and challenging play.
- Water Sports: The nearby beaches provide opportunities for surfing,
kayaking, and paddleboarding.
- Fishing: The River Fergus and local lakes are excellent spots for fishing,
attracting anglers year-round.

Local Cuisine and Dining

No visit to Ennis would be complete without indulging in the local cuisine.
The town offers a variety of dining options, from traditional Irish pubs to
fine dining establishments.

Traditional Irish Fare

- Irish Stew: A hearty dish made with lamb or beef, potatoes, and root
vegetables, often served in local pubs.
- Seafood: Being close to the Atlantic coast, Ennis boasts fresh seafood,
including fish and shellfish, often featured on restaurant menus.
- Soda Bread: A staple of Irish cuisine, this bread is often served with
meals and enjoyed with butter or jam.



Popular Dining Spots

1. The Clare Inn: A renowned local pub offering traditional Irish meals, live
music, and a warm atmosphere.
2. The Market Bar: This eatery focuses on locally sourced ingredients and
offers a variety of dishes from Irish classics to modern cuisine.
3. Brogan’s Bar and Restaurant: Known for its welcoming ambiance and
delicious food, Brogan's is a favorite among locals and visitors alike.

Conclusion

In summary, the county town of Clare, Ireland, specifically Ennis, offers a
unique blend of historical significance, cultural richness, and natural
beauty. From its medieval roots to its vibrant modern-day atmosphere, Ennis
is a town that invites exploration and celebration. Whether you're interested
in history, culture, outdoor activities, or culinary delights, Ennis and
County Clare have something to offer everyone. Visiting this charming town
provides a glimpse into the heart of Ireland, making it a must-see
destination for anyone traveling through this beautiful country.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the county town of Clare, Ireland?
The county town of Clare is Ennis.

What is the historical significance of Ennis in
County Clare?
Ennis is historically significant as it was a major medieval town and was
known for its market and trade, with roots dating back to the 12th century.

What are some popular attractions in Ennis, County
Clare?
Popular attractions in Ennis include the Ennis Friary, the Clare Museum, and
the scenic River Fergus.

Is Ennis a good base for exploring County Clare?
Yes, Ennis is a great base for exploring County Clare, as it is centrally
located and provides easy access to attractions like the Cliffs of Moher and
the Burren.



What type of festivals are held in Ennis?
Ennis hosts several festivals throughout the year, including the Ennis Trad
Festival and the Ennis Book Club Festival.

What is the local music scene like in Ennis?
Ennis has a vibrant local music scene, known for traditional Irish music,
with numerous pubs featuring live performances.

How can visitors reach Ennis, County Clare?
Visitors can reach Ennis by car, bus, or train, with regular services
connecting it to major cities like Limerick and Galway.

What are the dining options like in Ennis?
Ennis offers a variety of dining options, ranging from traditional Irish pubs
to modern restaurants serving international cuisine.

What is the climate like in Ennis?
Ennis has a temperate maritime climate, characterized by mild winters and
cool summers, with a fair amount of rainfall throughout the year.

Are there any notable historical buildings in Ennis?
Yes, notable historical buildings in Ennis include the 13th-century Ennis
Friary and St. Columba's Church, showcasing impressive architecture.
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