
craftsman table saw switch wiring
diagram
Craftsman table saw switch wiring diagram is an essential reference for any
woodworker looking to maintain or repair their table saw safely and
effectively. Whether you're dealing with a malfunctioning switch, upgrading
components, or simply performing routine maintenance, understanding the
wiring diagram can save you time, money, and frustration. This article will
guide you through the basics of wiring a Craftsman table saw switch,
including the tools you'll need, safety precautions, and step-by-step
instructions.

Understanding the Craftsman Table Saw Switch

The switch on a Craftsman table saw serves as the primary means of
controlling the power supply to the machine. Typically, these saws use a
single-pole, double-throw (SPDT) switch that allows for on/off functionality
and may include features like a safety lockout. When the switch is pressed,
it completes the electrical circuit, allowing power to flow to the motor.

Common Types of Switches

Before diving into the wiring diagram, it's important to understand the
different types of switches commonly found in Craftsman table saws:

1. Toggle Switch: A basic on/off switch that is manually operated.
2. Push Button Switch: A momentary switch that requires continuous pressure
to keep the saw running.
3. Safety Switch: A switch that requires a specific sequence of operation to
start the saw, enhancing safety.

Tools and Materials Needed

Before you start working on your Craftsman table saw switch wiring, gather
the following tools and materials:

Multimeter or Voltage Tester

Wire Strippers

Screwdrivers (flathead and Phillips)



Insulated Wire Connectors

Electrical Tape

Replacement Switch (if necessary)

Craftsman Table Saw Wiring Diagram (specific to your model)

Safety Precautions

When working with electrical components, safety should always be your top
priority. Follow these precautions:

1. Disconnect Power: Always unplug the table saw or turn off the circuit
breaker before starting any work.
2. Use Insulated Tools: Ensure that your tools are insulated to prevent
accidental shocks.
3. Work in a Dry Area: Avoid working in damp conditions to minimize the risk
of electric shock.
4. Wear Protective Gear: Use safety goggles and gloves to protect yourself
from debris and electrical hazards.

Reading the Wiring Diagram

A wiring diagram provides a visual representation of the electrical
connections in your table saw. It typically includes:

- Symbols for Components: Understand the symbols used for the switch, motor,
and power source.
- Wiring Color Codes: Familiarize yourself with the color codes for the
wires, which may vary by model.
- Connection Points: Identify where each wire connects to the switch and
motor.

Before proceeding, refer to the specific wiring diagram for your Craftsman
table saw model, as configurations may differ.

Typical Wiring Layout

A common Craftsman table saw switch wiring diagram may depict the following
connections:

- Power Source: Usually indicated by a line leading to the switch.



- Switch: The switch has terminals for incoming power, outgoing power to the
motor, and possibly a ground connection.
- Motor: The motor connections show where the power output from the switch
connects to the motor.

Step-by-Step Guide to Wiring the Switch

Now that you understand the components and have gathered the necessary tools
and materials, follow these steps to wire your Craftsman table saw switch:

Step 1: Remove the Old Switch

1. Unplug the Saw: Ensure the table saw is completely disconnected from any
power source.
2. Access the Switch: Remove the switch cover using a screwdriver.
3. Note Wire Connections: Take a photo or make a note of how the wires are
connected to the old switch for reference.
4. Disconnect Wires: Carefully detach the wires from the old switch, noting
their colors and positions.

Step 2: Prepare the New Switch

1. Check Compatibility: Ensure the new switch matches the specifications
required for your Craftsman table saw.
2. Strip Wire Ends: If necessary, use wire strippers to remove any insulation
from the ends of the wires.

Step 3: Connect the Wires to the New Switch

1. Connect Power Wires: Attach the incoming power wire to the appropriate
terminal on the switch (usually marked with "L" or "Line").
2. Attach Motor Wire: Connect the outgoing wire leading to the motor to the
designated terminal (often marked with "M" or "Motor").
3. Ground Wire: If your switch has a ground terminal, connect the ground wire
to it, ensuring a secure connection.

Step 4: Secure the Switch and Test

1. Reassemble the Switch Cover: Carefully place the switch cover back onto
the switch and secure it with screws.
2. Plug in the Saw: Reconnect the power supply to the table saw.



3. Test the Functionality: Turn on the saw to ensure that it operates
correctly. If it does not work, double-check the wiring connections.

Troubleshooting Common Issues

If your table saw does not operate as expected after rewiring, consider these
troubleshooting tips:

1. Check Connections: Ensure all connections are tight and secure. Loose
connections can prevent the saw from starting.
2. Inspect for Damage: Look for any damaged wires or components that may need
replacement.
3. Use a Multimeter: Test the switch and power supply with a multimeter to
ensure voltage is present.
4. Consult the Manual: Refer to your saw's manual for additional
troubleshooting steps specific to your model.

Conclusion

Understanding the Craftsman table saw switch wiring diagram is crucial for
anyone looking to maintain or repair their table saw safely. By following the
steps outlined in this article, you can effectively replace or repair the
switch, ensuring your table saw operates efficiently. Remember to prioritize
safety and consult your specific model's wiring diagram for the best results.
With the right tools and knowledge, you'll keep your woodworking projects on
track and running smoothly.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a craftsman table saw switch wiring diagram?
A craftsman table saw switch wiring diagram is a schematic representation
that shows how to connect the electrical components of a Craftsman table saw,
including the motor, switch, and power supply.

Why is it important to have an accurate wiring
diagram for a table saw?
An accurate wiring diagram is crucial for ensuring safe and proper
connections, preventing electrical hazards, and ensuring the table saw
operates effectively.



Where can I find a wiring diagram for my Craftsman
table saw?
You can find a wiring diagram for your Craftsman table saw in the user
manual, on the Craftsman website, or through online forums and repair
websites dedicated to power tools.

What tools do I need to rewire a Craftsman table saw
switch?
To rewire a Craftsman table saw switch, you typically need wire strippers, a
screwdriver, a multimeter for testing connections, and possibly soldering
tools if soldering is necessary.

Can I replace the switch on my Craftsman table saw
without a wiring diagram?
While it is possible to replace the switch without a wiring diagram, it is
not recommended as it may lead to incorrect wiring and potential safety
hazards.

What safety precautions should I take when wiring a
table saw?
Always unplug the saw before working on it, use insulated tools, check for
power with a multimeter, and ensure all connections are secure and properly
insulated.

What should I do if my Craftsman table saw switch
wiring is damaged?
If the switch wiring is damaged, it is best to consult the wiring diagram for
your model, replace the damaged wires, and ensure all connections are
correctly made to prevent further issues.

Are there common wiring issues with Craftsman table
saws?
Yes, common wiring issues include frayed wires, faulty switches, and loose
connections, which can lead to operational failures or electrical hazards.
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