cs lewis on writing

C.S. Lewis on Writing is a topic that invites both admiration and curiosity, as the renowned author and
scholar left a profound impact on literature, theology, and philosophy. Known for his works such as "The
Chronicles of Narnia," "Mere Christianity," and "The Screwtape Letters," Lewis was not only a gifted
storyteller but also a critical thinker who articulated his thoughts on the craft of writing. His insights are
invaluable for aspiring writers and seasoned authors alike. In this article, we will explore Lewis's views on

writing, his techniques, and how his principles can be applied in today's literary landscape.

Understanding C.S. Lewis's Philosophy of Writing

CS. Lewis believed that writing was not just a means of communication but an art form that transcends

mere words. His philosophy encompassed several core ideas that influenced his approach to writing.

The Purpose of Writing

For Lewis, the purpose of writing was multifaceted:

1. To Communicate Truth: Lewis believed writers had a duty to convey truth and wisdom. He often

sought to explore deep moral and philosophical questions through his narratives.

2. To Entertain: While serious in his themes, Lewis also recognized the importance of entertaining readers.

He believed that storytelling could engage the imagination and create a connection with the audience.

3. To Inspire Wonder: Lewis had a deep appreciation for wonder and beauty. He aimed to evoke these

feelings in his readers through vivid descriptions and imaginative worlds.

Writing as a Craft

Lewis viewed writing as a skill that could be honed through practice and dedication. He believed that good
writing required both talent and hard work. He often emphasized the importance of discipline in the

writing process, advocating for:

- Regular Practice: Lewis suggested that writers should treat writing like a craft that requires daily

attention. He himself adhered to a structured routine, often writing in the early morning hours.

- Revision: Lewis believed in the power of revision. He was known for rewriting passages multiple times



until they met his standards. This process allowed him to clarify his thoughts and enhance the quality of his

work.
- Reading Widely: He argued that writers should be avid readers, consuming a variety of genres and

styles. This exposure not only enriched their vocabulary but also provided insights into different narrative

techniques.

CS. Lewis's Writing Techniques

Lewis employed several techniques that contributed to the distinctiveness of his writing. Below are some

of the key elements that defined his literary style.

Imagery and Description

One of Lewis’s hallmarks was his ability to create vivid imagery. His descriptions often transported readers
into fantastical worlds. For instance, in "The Chronicles of Narnia," he painted rich landscapes that captured

the beauty and magic of his settings. To achieve this, he utilized:

- Sensory Details: Lewis engaged all five senses, allowing readers to experience the environment fully. For

example, he described not only the sights but also the sounds and smells of Narnia.

- Metaphors and Similes: His use of figurative language added depth to his writing. Lewis often compared

complex ideas to relatable concepts, making them more accessible.

Character Development

Lewis was a master at creating memorable characters. His characters often embodied various moral and
philosophical dilemmas, making them relatable and thought-provoking. To develop his characters

effectively, he employed:

1. Backstory: Lewis provided sufficient backstory for his characters, which helped readers understand their

motivations and struggles.

2. Dialogue: He crafted engaging dialogue that revealed personality traits and advanced the plot. His

characters often had distinct voices that made them feel real and relatable.

3. Transformation: Many of his characters underwent significant transformations, reflecting Lewis's belief

in redemption and personal growth.



Thematic Depth

Lewis's writing was rich in themes that resonated with readers. He explored topics such as faith, morality,
and the nature of good and evil. His ability to weave these themes into engaging narratives made his work
profound yet accessible. Key themes in his writing include:

- The Struggle Between Good and Evil: This theme is prevalent in works like "The Lion, the Witch and
the Wardrobe," where the battle between Aslan and the White Witch symbolizes the greater cosmic

struggle.

- Faith and Doubt: Lewis often tackled questions of faith, showcasing characters who grappled with their

beliefs. This exploration was particularly evident in "Mere Christianity."

- The Nature of Love: Love, in its various forms, was another recurring theme. Lewis analyzed the

complexities of love in both his fiction and non-fiction.

Practical Writing Advice from C.S. Lewis

In addition to his philosophical insights, Lewis offered practical advice for writers. These tips are timeless

and continue to resonate with those looking to improve their writing.

Werite for Yourself First

Lewis believed that writers should write primarily for themselves, rather than for an audience. He argued
that if a writer is passionate about their work, that passion will translate to the reader. This approach fosters

authenticity and creativity.

Be Honest and Authentic

Lewis emphasized the importance of honesty in writing. He believed that writing should reflect the
author's true thoughts and feelings. He often stated that pretending to be someone else or conforming to

external expectations would lead to inauthentic writing.

Embrace Criticism

Lewis was open to criticism and welcomed feedback on his work. He believed that constructive criticism is



essential for growth and improvement. Writers should seek out trusted readers who can provide insightful

feedback.

Keep a Journal

He encouraged writers to maintain a journal to document their thoughts, ideas, and observations. This

practice can help writers clarify their ideas and serve as a source of inspiration for future projects.

Conclusion: CS. Lewis's Enduring Legacy on Writing

CS. Lewis on writing remains a significant influence in both literary and philosophical circles. His insights
into the craft, combined with his ability to convey deep truths through engaging narratives, continue to
inspire writers worldwide. By following Lewis’s principles—embracing discipline, cultivating
authenticity, and exploring profound themes—aspiring authors can find their unique voices and create
works that resonate with readers. Whether one is stepping into the world of fiction, non-fiction, or any

other genre, Lewis's legacy serves as a guiding light for anyone passionate about the art of writing.

Frequently Asked Questions

What key advice did C.S. Lewis give about the writing process?

C.S. Lewis emphasized the importance of rewriting and refining one's work, stating that good writing

often requires multiple drafts and a willingness to improve.

How did CS. Lewis view the relationship between a writer's personal

beliefs and their writing?

Lewis believed that a writer's personal beliefs inevitably influence their writing, and he encouraged

writers to be honest and authentic in expressing their views.

What did CS. Lewis mean by 'imaginative literature'?

Lewis defined imaginative literature as a form of writing that not only entertains but also conveys deeper

truths and moral lessons, often through allegory and fantasy.



In what way did C.S. Lewis suggest writers cultivate their imagination?

Lewis advised writers to read widely and deeply across various genres, as this exposure fuels creativity

and helps develop a unique voice.

What was C.S. Lewis's stance on the role of emotion in writing?

Lewis believed that evoking emotion is crucial in writing, as it connects readers to the text and makes the

themes more relatable and impactful.

How did CS. Lewis differentiate between 'story' and 'plot'?

Lewis distinguished 'story' as the broader narrative encompassing characters and themes, while "plot' refers

to the specific events that drive the story forward.
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