CS LEWIS ABOLITION OF MAN

CS Lewis ABOLITION OF MAN IS A PROFOUND WORK THAT DELVES INTO THE PHILOSOPHICAL, ETHICAL, AND CULTURAL
IMPLICATIONS OF MORAL RELATIVISM, EDUCATION, AND THE NATURE OF HUMANITY. WRITTEN IN ]943, THIS INFLUENTIAL BOOK
ARGUES AGAINST THE REDUCTION OF HUMAN VALUES TO MERE SUBJECTIVE OPINIONS AND W ARNS AGAINST THE DANGERS OF A
SOCIETY THAT DISREGARDS OBJECTIVE MORAL TRUTHS. IN THIS ARTICLE, WE WILL EXPLORE THE KEY THEMES AND ARGUMENTS
PRESENTED IN LEWIS’S WORK, ALONG WITH ITS RELEVANCE IN TODAY'S CONTEXT.

BACkGROUND ofF CS Lewis AND His PHILosoPHICAL CONTEXT

CS LEWIS, A PROMINENT BRITISH AUTHOR AND SCHOLAR, IS BEST KNOWN FOR HIS WORKS ON CHRISTIAN APOLOGETICS,
FICTION, AND LITERATURE. HE WAS A MEMBER OF THE LITERARY GROUP KNOWN AS THE INKLINGS AND PENNED CLASSICS SUCH AS
“THe CHRONICLES OF NARNIA” AND “Mere CHRISTIANITY.” “THE ABOLITION OF MAN” WAS ORIGINALLY DELIVERED AS A SERIES
OF LECTURES AT THE UNIVERSITY OF DURHAM, WHERE LEWIS SOUGHT TO ADDRESS THE ISSUES HE PERCEIVED IN CONTEMPORARY
EDUCATION AND MORAL THOUGHT.

THe HisToricAL CONTEXT OF THE Book

PUBLISHED DURING W/ ORLD W AR Il, “THE ABOLITION OF MAN" EMERGED IN A TIME OF GREAT UPHEAVAL. THE WAR HAD
EXPOSED THE FRAGILITY OF HUMAN CIVILIZATION AND THE CAPACITY FOR MORAL EVIL. LEWIS'S WORK REFLECTS HIS CONCERN
ABOUT THE FUTURE OF HUMANITY IN LIGHT OF THE RISE OF RELATIVISM AND THE DISMISSAL OF OBJECTIVE MORAL STANDARDS.
THIS BOOK SERVES AS A CRITIQUE OF THE EDUCATIONAL PRACTICES OF HIS TIME, PARTICULARLY THOSE THAT SOUGHT TO
UNDERMINE TRADITIONAL VALUES IN FAVOR OF A MORE SUBJECTIVE APPROACH TO MORALITY.

Key THEMES IN “THE ABOLITION oF MAN"

LEWIS ADDRESSES SEVERAL IMPORTANT THEMES THROUGHOUT HIS WORK, EACH CONTRIBUTING TO HIS OVERARCHING ARGUMENT
ABOUT THE DANGERS OF MORAL RELATIVISM.

THE CRITIQUE OF SUBJECTIVISM

ONE OF THE CENTRAL ARGUMENTS IN “THE ABOLITION oF MaN” IS Lewis’s CRITIQUE OF SUBJECTIVISM. HE ARGUES THAT THE
BELIEF THAT MORAL VALUES ARE MERELY PERSONAL PREFERENCES LEADS TO A DEVALUATION OF OBJECTIVE TRUTHS. LEWIS
STATES!

- MORAL SUBJECTIVISM: THE IDEA THAT MORAL JUDGMENTS ARE BASED ON INDIVIDUAL FEELINGS RATHER THAN UNIVERSAL
STANDARDS.

- THE CONSEQUENCES OF SUBJECTIVISM: W/HEN SOCIETY FORSAKES OBJECTIVE MORALITY, IT RISKS DESCENDING INTO CHAOS,
WHERE MIGHT MAKES RIGHT.

LEWIS WARNS THAT IF INDIVIDUALS ARE TAUGHT TO BELIEVE THAT THEIR EMOTIONS ARE THE BASIS OF THEIR MORAL
JUDGMENTS, THEY WILL ULTIMATELY BECOME ENSLAVED TO THEIR IMPULSES, THUS UNDERMINING TRUE HUMANITY.

THE TAo: THe UNIVERSAL MORAL LAW

A SIGNIFICANT CONCEPT IN LEWIS’'S ARGUMENT IS “ THE TAO,“ WHICH HE DESCRIBES AS THE UNIVERSAL MORAL LAW THAT
TRANSCENDS CULTURES AND TIME PERIODS. LEWIS ASSERTS THAT:



- THe ExISTENCE oF UNIVERSAL MORALITY: ACROSS VARIOUS CULTURES, THERE ARE COMMON MORAL PRINCIPLES THAT
REFLECT AN OBJECTIVE STANDARD OF RIGHT AND WRONG.

- THE IMPORTANCE OF THE TAO: THE T AO SERVES AS A FOUNDATION FOR ETHICAL BEHAVIOR AND SOCIETAL COHESION. IT IS A
SOURCE OF MORAL AUTHORITY THAT IS ESSENTIAL FOR HUMAN FLOURISHING.

LEWIS EMPHASIZES THA HE REJECTION OF THE | AO LEADS TO THE “ABOLITION” OF WHAT IT MEANS TO BE HUMAN, AS |
/
ERODES THE MORAL FABRIC OF SOCIETY.

THe RoLE oF EDUCATION

IN “THE ABOLITION OF MAN,” LEWIS CRITIQUES MODERN EDUCATIONAL PRACTICES THAT PRIORITIZE SUBJECTIVE FEELINGS OVER
OBJECTIVE TRUTHS. HE ARGUES THAT:

- EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY: LEWIS BELIEVES THAT EDUCATION SHOULD NOT MERELY IMPART KNOWLEDGE BUT SHOULD ALSO
CULTIVATE MORAL UNDERSTANDING AND CHARACTER.

- THe DANGERS OF MODERN EDUCATION: BY FOCUSING ON SUBJECTIVE VIEWS, EDUCATORS MAY INADVERTENTLY PREPARE
STUDENTS TO ACCEPT A WORLDVIEW DEVOID OF MORAL CLARITY.

LEWIS ADVOCATES FOR AN EDUCATION THAT REINFORCES THE IMPORTANCE OF OBJECTIVE MORAL VALUES, THEREBY NURTURING
INDIVIDUALS WHO CAN DISCERN RIGHT FROM \WWRONG.

THeE CONSEQUENCES OF ABANDONING OBJECTIVE MORALITY

LEWIS OUTLINES THE POTENTIAL CONSEQUENCES OF ABANDONING OBJECTIVE MORALITY, WHICH HE BELIEVES WILL ULTIMATELY
LEAD TO THE “ABOLITION OF MAN.” HE DISCUSSES THE IMPLICATIONS IN VARIOUS DOMAINS:

ETHICAL IMPLICATIONS

- MoRrAL RELATIVISM AND INJUSTICE: WITHOUT A SHARED MORAL FOUNDATION, SOCIETY MAY BECOME INCREASINGLY UNJUST,
AS INDIVIDUALS PRIORITIZE THEIR INTERESTS OVER THE COMMON GOOD.

- Loss oF CoMPASSION AND EMPATHY: A DECLINE IN MORAL STANDARDS CAN LEAD TO A LACK OF EMPATHY TOWARDS
OTHERS, RESULTING IN A MORE SELF-CENTERED SOCIETY.

TECHNOLOGICAL AND SCIENTIFIC CONSEQUENCES

LEWIS WARNS THAT THE REJECTION OF MORAL TRUTHS COULD ALSO IMPACT SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENTS:
- MANIPULATION OF HUMANITY: AS HUMANITY'S UNDERSTANDING OF GENETICS AND TECHNOLOGY GROWS, THE ABSENCE OF
MORAL GUIDANCE MAY LEAD TO UNETHICAL PRACTICES SUCH AS EUGENICS.

- DEHUMANIZATION: THE MORE SOCIETY PRIORITIZES EFFICIENCY AND UTILITARIANISM, THE MORE IT RISKS TREATING INDIVIDUALS
AS MERE MEANS TO AN END.

THe SPIRITUAL CONSEQUENCES

ON A SPIRITUAL LEVEL, LEWIS ARGUES THAT THE ABANDONMENT OF OBJECTIVE MORALITY CAN LEAD TO EXISTENTIAL DESPAIR:

- Loss oF MEANING: WITHOUT A MORAL COMPASS, INDIVIDUALS MAY STRUGGLE TO FIND MEANING AND PURPOSE IN LIFE.
- ALIENATION FROM THE DIVINE: A SOCIETY THAT DENIES OBJECTIVE MORAL TRUTHS MAY ALSO DISTANCE ITSELF FROM



SPIRITUAL BELIEFS, LEADING TO A SENSE OF DISCONNECTION FROM SOMETHING GREATER THAN ONESELF.

ReLeVANCE ofF “THe AsoLITION oF MaN” TobAaY

THE THEMES AND ARGUMENTS PRESENTED IN ' THE ABOLITION OF MAN" REMAIN INCREDIBLY RELEVANT IN CONTEMPORARY
DISCUSSIONS ON ETHICS, EDUCATION, AND THE ROLE OF TECHNOLOGY IN SOCIETY. AS WE NAVIGATE A WORLD INCREASINGLY
MARKED BY MORAL RELATIVISM AND SUBJECTIVE VALUES, LEWIS'S WARNINGS SERVE AS A CAUTIONARY TALE.

CoNTEMPORARY ETHICAL DEBATES

TODAY'S ETHICAL DEBATES ON ISSUES SUCH AS ABORTION, EUTHANASIA, AND GENETIC ENGINEERING OFTEN REFLECT THE
CONFLICT BETWEEN OBJECTIVE MORAL TRUTHS AND SUBJECTIVE VIEWPOINTS. LEWIS’S WORK ENCOURAGES A RETURN TO A
FRAMEWORK THAT RECOGNIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF UNIVERSAL MORAL STANDARDS.

THe STATE oF EDUCATION

IN THE CURRENT EDUCATIONAL CLIMATE, DISCUSSIONS AROUND CRITICAL THINKING AND MORAL REASONING CONTINUE TO BE
CRUCIAL. LEWIS'S ADVOCACY FOR AN EDUCATION THAT INSTILLS A SENSE OF MORAL RESPONSIBILITY RESONATES WITH
EDUCATORS AND POLICYMAKERS WHO SEEK TO PROMOTE CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT ALONGSIDE ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT.

THe TECHNOLOGICAL LANDSCAPE

AS ADVANCEMENTS IN TECHNOLOGY RAISE ETHICAL QUESTIONS, THE NEED FOR A ROBUST MORAL FRAMEW ORK BECOMES MORE
PRESSING. LEWIS’S INSIGHTS CAN GUIDE DISCUSSIONS ON THE ETHICAL IMPLICATIONS OF EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES AND THE
RESPONSIBILITY OF SOCIETY TO UPHOLD HUMAN DIGNITY.

CoNCLUSION

IN “THe ABoLITION OF MaN,” CS LEWIS PRESENTS A COMPELLING ARGUMENT AGAINST THE DANGERS OF MORAL RELATIVISM
AND THE IMPORTANCE OF OBJECTIVE MORAL TRUTHS. HIS INSIGHTS INTO EDUCATION, ETHICS, AND THE HUMAN CONDITION REMAIN
RELEVANT TODAY, PROMPTING US TO REFLECT ON OUR VALUES AND THE FUTURE OF HUMANITY. BY ENGAGING WITH LEWIS'S
PROFOUND WORK, WE CAN BETTER UNDERSTAND THE STAKES INVOLVED IN THE ONGOING DIALOGUE ABOUT MORALITY IN OUR
INCREASINGLY COMPLEX \WORLD.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE MAIN THeSIS oF C.S. Lewis’s ‘THE ABOLITION oF MAN'?

THE MAIN THESIS oF C.S. LEWIS's ‘"THE ABOLITION OF MAN' IS THAT MODERN EDUCATION AND MORAL RELATIVISM UNDERMINE
OBJECTIVE VALUES AND LEAD TO THE DEHUMANIZATION OF HUMANITY, RESULTING IN A SOCIETY WHERE INDIVIDUALS ARE
MANIPULATED BY THOSE IN POWER.



How poes C.S. LewIS DEFINE ‘THE TAO' IN ' THE ABOLITION OF MAN'?

C.S. LEwIS DEFINES 'THE TAO' AS THE OBJECTIVE MORAL LAW OR NATURAL ORDER THAT UNDERPINS ALL HUMAN VALUES AND
ETHICS, WHICH HE ARGUES IS ESSENTIAL FOR A FLOURISHING SOCIETY AND INDIVIDUAL MORAL INTEGRITY.

\WHAT ARE THE IMPLICATIONS OF REJECTING OBJECTIVE VALUES ACCORDING TO LEWIS?

ACCORDING TO LE\X/IS, REJECTING OBJECTIVE VALUES LEADS TO A WORLD WHERE INDIVIDUALS BECOME MERE SUBJECTS OF
MANIPULATION BY THOSE IN AUTHORITY, RESULTING IN A LOSS OF TRUE HUMANITY AND MORAL ACCOUNTABILITY.

IN WHICH WAYS DOES LEWIS CRITIQUE CONTEMPORARY EDUCATION IN ‘THE ABOLITION
OF MAN'?

LEWIS CRITIQUES CONTEMPORARY EDUCATION FOR PROMOTING A SUBJECTIVE APPROACH TO ETHICS AND VALUES, WHICH HE
BELIEVES FOSTERS A MINDSET OF RELATIVISM AND FAILS TO INSTILL A SENSE OF MORAL DUTY AND RESPONSIBILITY IN STUDENTS.

\W/HAT ROLE DOES EMOTION PLAY IN LEWIS'S ARGUMENT IN ‘THE ABOLITION OF MAN'?

LEWIS ARGUES THAT EMOTIONS ARE VITAL FOR MORAL DECISION-MAKING AND THAT GENUINE FEELINGS OF LOVE, COMPASSION,
AND JUSTICE ARE INFORMED BY OBJECTIVE MORAL TRUTHS, WHICH SHOULD NOT BE DISMISSED OR REPRESSED BY A PURELY
RATIONALIST APPROACH.

How poEs LEWIS ADDRESS THE CONCEPT OF ‘MAN’ IN THE CONTEXT OF
TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENT?

LEWIS WARNS THAT AS TECHNOLOGY ADVANCES, IF HUMANS ARE VIEWED MERELY AS PRODUCTS OF BIOLOGICAL AND SOCIAL
FORCES, THEY RISK BECOMING DEHUMANIZED AND MANIPULATED, ULTIMATELY LEADING TO THE ' ABOLITION OF MAN" AS A MORAL
AGENT.

\WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE TITLE 'THE ABOLITION OF MAN'P

THE TITLE "THE ABOLITION OF MAN’ SIGNIFIES THE POTENTIAL LOSS OF WHAT IT MEANS TO BE HUMAN, AS LEWIS EXPLORES
THE DANGERS OF ALLOWING SUBJECTIVE VALUES TO REPLACE OBJECTIVE MORAL TRUTHS, ULTIMATELY LEADING TO THE
ERADICATION OF INDIVIDUAL DIGNITY AND AUTONOMY.

How poes ‘THE ABOLITION OF MAN' RELATE TO CONTEMPORARY ETHICAL
DISCUSSIONS?

“THE ABOLITION OF MAN' REMAINS RELEVANT IN CONTEMPORARY ETHICAL DISCUSSIONS AS IT CHALLENGES READERS TO
CONSIDER THE IMPLICATIONS OF MORAL RELATIVISM, THE IMPORTANCE OF OBJECTIVE VALUES, AND THE ROLE OF EDUCATION IN
SHAPING MORAL CHARACTER IN AN INCREASINGLY COMPLEX \WORLD.
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