
cosmetology practical exam supply list
Cosmetology practical exam supply list is an essential topic for aspiring
cosmetologists preparing for their certification tests. The practical exam is
a critical component of the licensing process, requiring candidates to
demonstrate their skills and knowledge in various cosmetology disciplines,
including hair, skin, and nails. To succeed, candidates must ensure they have
the appropriate tools and supplies on hand. This article outlines the
necessary items for a typical cosmetology practical exam supply list, along
with tips for preparation.

Understanding the Practical Exam

Before diving into the supply list, it’s important to understand the
structure of the cosmetology practical exam. Generally, this exam is designed
to assess a candidate's ability to perform various cosmetic services in a
controlled environment. The examination typically covers three main areas:

1. Hair Care and Styling
2. Skin Care and Makeup Application
3. Nail Care and Design

Each state may have specific guidelines and regulations for the exam, so it’s
crucial to check with the local cosmetology board for any unique
requirements.

Essential Supplies for the Practical Exam

To effectively prepare for the exam, candidates should assemble a well-
organized supply kit. Below is a comprehensive list of necessary items,
categorized by area of focus.

Hair Care and Styling Supplies

The hair care section of the exam often includes tasks such as shampooing,
cutting, coloring, and styling. Here’s a list of essential supplies needed:

Combs and Brushes1.

Wide-tooth comb

Fine-tooth comb



Round brush

Flat brush

Scissors and Razors2.

Hair cutting scissors

Thinning shears

Texturizing shears

Razor (for specific cutting techniques)

Hair Styling Tools3.

Blow dryer

Curling iron

Straightening iron

Hot rollers

Hair Products4.

Shampoo and conditioner

Hair gel, mousse, and hairspray

Hair color and developer

Skin Care and Makeup Application Supplies

The skin care and makeup segment evaluates a candidate’s proficiency in
providing skincare treatments and applying makeup. Necessary supplies
include:



Skin Care Products1.

Cleansers

Toners

Moisturizers

Exfoliants

Makeup Products2.

Foundation

Concealer

Blush

Eyeshadow palettes

Eyeliner and mascara

Lip products (lipstick, gloss, liner)

Application Tools3.

Makeup brushes (various sizes)

Makeup sponges

Disposable applicators

Facial sponges and towels

Nail Care and Design Supplies

The nail care portion assesses skills in manicures, pedicures, and nail
enhancements. Candidates should include the following in their supply kit:

Nail Care Implements1.



Nail clippers

Nail files (various grits)

Cuticle pushers and nippers

Buffer blocks

Polishes and Treatments2.

Base coat

Top coat

Nail polish (various colors)

Nail treatments (strengtheners, cuticle oil)

Nail Art Supplies3.

Nail art brushes

Dotting tools

Stickers and decals

Glitter and gems

Additional Supplies and Considerations

In addition to the specific supplies mentioned, there are several general
items candidates should include in their practical exam supply list:

Sanitation Supplies1.

Hand sanitizer

Disinfectant wipes or sprays



Gloves (disposable)

Barbicide or other disinfecting solutions

Client Comfort Items2.

Towels

Capes

Disposable salon capes

Organizational Tools3.

Tool belt or bag

Portable workstation (if required)

Labeling supplies for easy identification

Preparing for the Exam

Having the right supplies is only part of the preparation process. Here are
some additional tips to help candidates excel in their practical exam:

1. Practice Regularly
Consistent practice is crucial for mastering skills. Create a study schedule
that includes regular practice sessions.

2. Familiarize Yourself with the Exam Format
Understand the specific tasks you will be required to perform during the
exam. This includes knowing the time limits and expectations.

3. Organize Your Supplies
Ensure that your supplies are organized in a way that allows easy access



during the exam. Practice setting up and taking down your workstation
efficiently.

4. Stay Updated on Trends and Techniques
Cosmetology is an ever-evolving field. Keep up with the latest trends,
techniques, and products to enhance your skill set.

5. Relax and Stay Confident
Nerves can affect performance, so practice relaxation techniques leading up
to the exam. Trust in your training and preparation.

Conclusion

Navigating the requirements for a cosmetology practical exam can be
overwhelming, but a well-prepared cosmetology practical exam supply list can
significantly boost your confidence and performance. Remember to check
specific state requirements and tailor your supplies accordingly. With the
right tools, consistent practice, and a positive mindset, you’ll be well on
your way to passing your practical exam and embarking on a successful career
in cosmetology.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the essential tools needed for a
cosmetology practical exam?
Essential tools typically include shears, combs, brushes, hair clippers,
color bowls, applicator brushes, and a styling chair.

Are there specific brands of supplies recommended
for the cosmetology practical exam?
While there are no strict brand requirements, using professional-grade tools
from reputable brands like Wahl, Paul Mitchell, and Redken is often
recommended.

Do I need to bring my own products for hair coloring
during the exam?
Yes, most cosmetology practical exams require you to provide your own hair
coloring products, including dye, developer, and any other necessary



chemicals.

Is a makeup kit required for the cosmetology
practical exam?
Yes, a makeup kit is usually required if the exam includes a makeup
application section. This kit should include foundation, eyeshadow, lip
products, and brushes.

What should I do if I forget an item from my supply
list on exam day?
If you forget an item, check with the exam proctor immediately; they may
allow you to borrow or substitute items depending on their policies.

How can I organize my supplies to ensure nothing is
missing for the exam?
Create a checklist based on the exam requirements, pack your items in a
clear, organized manner, and do a final review before leaving for the exam.

Are there any restrictions on the types of tools I
can use during the practical exam?
Yes, most exam boards have specific regulations regarding tool types, such as
no electric tools for certain sections, so it's essential to check the
guidelines provided by your state board.
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