
correcting run on sentences worksheet
Correcting Run-On Sentences Worksheet is an essential tool for students,
educators, and anyone looking to improve their writing skills. Run-on
sentences occur when two or more independent clauses are improperly connected
without appropriate punctuation or conjunctions. This often results in
sentences that are difficult to read and understand. A worksheet dedicated to
correcting run-on sentences can help individuals identify these errors and
learn how to rectify them. This article will explore the definition of run-on
sentences, their types, strategies for correction, and provide examples,
tips, and activities to enhance understanding.

Understanding Run-On Sentences

Run-on sentences can be confusing, so it’s crucial to understand what they
are and why they matter in writing.

Definition of Run-On Sentences

A run-on sentence is a sentence that combines two or more independent clauses
without the proper punctuation or conjunctions. Independent clauses are
complete thoughts that can stand alone as sentences. When these clauses are
improperly connected, it creates confusion for the reader.

Types of Run-On Sentences

There are two main types of run-on sentences:

1. Fused Sentences: This occurs when two independent clauses are joined
together without any punctuation.
- Example: "I love to read I don't have much time."

2. Comma Splices: This happens when two independent clauses are connected
with only a comma, which is grammatically incorrect.
- Example: "I love to read, I don't have much time."

Why Run-On Sentences Are Problematic

Run-on sentences can diminish the clarity and effectiveness of writing. Here
are some reasons why avoiding run-on sentences is essential:



- Clarity: Run-on sentences can confuse readers, making it hard for them to
follow the writer's thoughts.
- Professionalism: Proper grammar and punctuation contribute to a polished
and professional appearance in writing.
- Understanding: Readers may misinterpret the intended message if it’s
obscured by run-on sentences.

How to Correct Run-On Sentences

Correcting run-on sentences is a crucial skill that can enhance writing
quality. Here are several strategies to help writers fix these errors:

1. Use Periods to Separate Clauses

One of the simplest ways to correct a run-on sentence is by separating the
independent clauses into two distinct sentences.

- Example: "I love to read. I don't have much time."

2. Use a Semicolon

A semicolon can be used to connect two related independent clauses without a
conjunction.

- Example: "I love to read; I don't have much time."

3. Use Coordinating Conjunctions

Coordinating conjunctions (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so) can be employed
to connect independent clauses. Remember, when using a coordinating
conjunction, a comma should precede it.

- Example: "I love to read, but I don't have much time."

4. Use Subordinating Conjunctions

Transform one of the independent clauses into a dependent clause using
subordinating conjunctions (because, although, since, etc.).

- Example: "Although I love to read, I don't have much time."



Creating a Correcting Run-On Sentences
Worksheet

Creating an effective worksheet for correcting run-on sentences can be an
engaging way for students to practice and improve their writing skills. Below
are some elements to consider when designing a worksheet.

1. Explanation of Run-On Sentences

Include a brief explanation of what run-on sentences are, along with
examples. This foundational knowledge is crucial for understanding the
exercises that follow.

2. Identifying Run-On Sentences

Provide a list of sentences that contain run-on sentences. Ask students to
identify which sentences are run-ons. For example:

- "I enjoy hiking I also like swimming."
- "She studied hard for the exam, she wanted to pass."

3. Correcting Run-On Sentences

Create sections where students can practice correcting the identified run-on
sentences. Offer different correction strategies, such as those mentioned
above.

- Example Exercise:
- Original: "I enjoy running I find it relaxing."
- Correction: _______________________

4. Writing Original Sentences

Encourage students to write their own sentences that might lead to run-on
errors and then correct them. This exercise fosters creativity while
reinforcing learning.

5. Peer Review Section

Include a section for students to exchange worksheets with peers. They can



review each other’s corrections, offering feedback and suggestions.

Additional Tips for Avoiding Run-On Sentences

To further aid in the understanding and avoidance of run-on sentences,
consider the following tips:

- Read Aloud: Reading sentences out loud can help identify where they might
become too long or confusing.
- Take Breaks: When writing, take breaks to revisit and review sentences.
Fresh eyes can often spot errors more easily.
- Practice Regularly: Frequent practice with identifying and correcting run-
on sentences will reinforce the skill over time.
- Use Tools: There are various online tools available that can help detect
grammatical errors, including run-on sentences.

Conclusion

The Correcting Run-On Sentences Worksheet is a valuable resource for anyone
wishing to improve their writing skills. By understanding the definition and
types of run-on sentences, employing various correction strategies, and
consistently practicing through worksheets, individuals can enhance their
writing clarity and effectiveness. Remember, good writing not only
communicates ideas but also engages and informs readers. With diligence and
practice, correcting run-on sentences can become a natural part of the
writing process, leading to more polished and professional work.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a run-on sentence?
A run-on sentence occurs when two or more independent clauses are joined
without appropriate punctuation or conjunctions, making the sentence
confusing or difficult to read.

How can a correcting run-on sentences worksheet help
students?
A correcting run-on sentences worksheet helps students practice identifying
and fixing run-on sentences, improving their writing clarity and grammatical
skills through targeted exercises.



What are some common methods to correct run-on
sentences?
Common methods to correct run-on sentences include adding a period to
separate independent clauses, using a semicolon, or incorporating
conjunctions like 'and,' 'but,' or 'so.'

Are there specific grade levels that benefit most
from a correcting run-on sentences worksheet?
While all students can benefit, middle school and early high school students
often find correcting run-on sentences worksheets particularly useful as they
develop more complex writing skills.

Where can I find effective correcting run-on
sentences worksheets?
Effective correcting run-on sentences worksheets can be found online on
educational websites, teacher resource platforms, and in grammar workbooks
specifically designed for writing improvement.
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