
cpc exam passing score
CPC exam passing score is a crucial aspect for aspiring medical coders who wish to
achieve certification through the American Academy of Professional Coders (AAPC). The
Certified Professional Coder (CPC) exam assesses a candidate’s proficiency in coding and
knowledge of medical coding guidelines. Understanding the passing score, the exam
structure, preparation strategies, and the importance of certification can significantly
impact your success in the medical coding field.

Understanding the CPC Exam

The CPC exam is designed to test a candidate's knowledge of various coding systems,
including ICD-10-CM, CPT, and HCPCS Level II. The exam comprises multiple-choice
questions that cover a wide range of topics related to medical coding.

Exam Structure

The CPC exam consists of:

- Total Questions: 150 multiple-choice questions
- Duration: 5 hours and 40 minutes
- Topics Covered:
- Anatomy and Physiology
- Medical Terminology
- Coding Guidelines
- CPT Coding
- ICD-10-CM Coding
- HCPCS Level II Coding
- Compliance and Regulatory Guidelines

Each section of the exam is designed to ensure that candidates possess a comprehensive
understanding of medical coding and the relevant guidelines.

Passing Score and Scoring System

The passing score for the CPC exam is typically set at 70%, which means that a candidate
must correctly answer at least 105 out of the 150 questions to pass. However, it's essential
to note that the passing score may be subject to change, and candidates should check the
AAPC website or official communications for the most current information.

The scoring system works as follows:

- Correct Answers: Each correct answer contributes to the total score.
- Incorrect Answers: There is no penalty for incorrect answers; candidates are encouraged



to answer all questions.
- Unanswered Questions: Unanswered questions do not contribute to the score.

Importance of Achieving the CPC Passing Score

Achieving the CPC exam passing score is vital for several reasons:

Career Opportunities

- Employment: Many employers require certification as a basic qualification for medical
coding positions.
- Higher Salary: Certified coders often earn higher salaries compared to non-certified
coders.
- Job Security: Certification can enhance job security, as certified professionals are
considered more competent.

Professional Growth

- Continuing Education: Many medical coding positions require ongoing education and
certification maintenance, which is easier to achieve once certified.
- Networking Opportunities: Certification through AAPC opens doors to networking with
other professionals in the field, providing opportunities for career advancement.

Credibility and Recognition

- Industry Recognition: The CPC certification is recognized across the healthcare industry,
establishing credibility among employers and peers.
- Professional Standards: Certification demonstrates a commitment to adhering to
professional standards and ethics in medical coding.

Preparing for the CPC Exam

Preparation is key to passing the CPC exam. Here are several strategies to enhance your
chances of success:

Study Materials

- CPC Exam Study Guide: Utilize the official AAPC study guide, which provides
comprehensive information on exam topics.



- Textbooks: Invest in relevant textbooks covering anatomy, physiology, coding guidelines,
and medical terminology.
- Online Resources: Take advantage of online resources, including webinars, practice
exams, and coding forums.

Practice Tests

- Mock Exams: Regularly complete practice exams to familiarize yourself with the exam
format and question types.
- Timed Practice: Simulate exam conditions by timing your practice tests to improve time
management skills.

Study Groups and Classes

- Join Study Groups: Collaborate with peers to discuss topics and share resources.
- Enroll in Preparation Courses: Consider taking a preparatory course offered by AAPC or
other accredited organizations to receive structured training.

Tips for Exam Day

On the day of the exam, it’s essential to stay calm and focused. Here are some tips:

- Get Plenty of Rest: Ensure you are well-rested before the exam to maintain focus and
concentration.
- Arrive Early: Arrive at the testing center early to avoid unnecessary stress.
- Bring Necessary Materials: Bring valid identification and any authorized materials, such as
coding books, if permitted.
- Read Questions Carefully: Take your time reading each question and ensure you
understand what is being asked before answering.
- Manage Your Time: Keep an eye on the clock and pace yourself to ensure you can answer
all questions.

After the Exam

Once you complete the CPC exam, you will receive your results:

Receiving Your Results

- Immediate Results: Candidates typically receive a preliminary score report immediately
after completing the exam.
- Official Results: Official scores are usually sent via email within a few days, detailing your



performance in each exam category.

What to Do If You Don’t Pass

If you do not achieve the passing score:

- Review Your Results: Analyze the score report to identify areas needing improvement.
- Seek Feedback: Consider seeking feedback from instructors or peers to gain insights into
your weaknesses.
- Retake the Exam: AAPC allows candidates to retake the exam after a specified waiting
period, usually around 30 days.

Conclusion

The CPC exam passing score is a significant milestone for anyone pursuing a career in
medical coding. Achieving this score not only opens doors to numerous career opportunities
but also enhances professional credibility and growth. With thorough preparation, effective
study strategies, and a clear understanding of the exam structure, candidates can increase
their chances of success. Whether you are just starting in the field or looking to advance
your career, understanding the importance of the CPC certification and the steps to achieve
it is essential in today’s competitive healthcare environment.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the passing score for the CPC exam?
The passing score for the CPC (Certified Professional Coder) exam is 70%, which translates
to answering at least 105 out of 150 questions correctly.

How is the CPC exam scored?
The CPC exam is scored based on the number of correct answers. Each question is worth
one point, and the total score is calculated by dividing the number of correct answers by
the total number of questions.

Are there different passing scores for different coding
specialties in the CPC exam?
No, the passing score for the CPC exam is standardized at 70% for all candidates,
regardless of coding specialties.



What should I do if I don't pass the CPC exam?
If you don't pass the CPC exam, you can review the exam results to identify areas for
improvement, take additional study courses, and retake the exam after a waiting period of
60 days.

Can I view my CPC exam results immediately after
taking the test?
No, CPC exam results are typically not available immediately. Candidates usually receive
their scores within a few days to a few weeks after completing the exam.
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