
cpa exam study time
CPA exam study time is a crucial aspect of preparing for one of the most challenging professional
certification tests in the accounting field. The CPA exam, or Certified Public Accountant exam, is a
comprehensive assessment that evaluates a candidate’s knowledge and skills in various areas of
accounting, auditing, and taxation. Because the stakes are high, understanding how to effectively
allocate your study time is essential for success. In this article, we will explore the recommended
study time for the CPA exam, strategies for effective studying, and tips for managing your time
wisely.

Understanding the CPA Exam Structure

Before diving into study time recommendations, it's important to understand the structure of the
CPA exam. The CPA exam consists of four sections:

1. Auditing and Attestation (AUD)
2. Business Environment and Concepts (BEC)
3. Financial Accounting and Reporting (FAR)
4. Regulation (REG)

Each section has a different focus and can require varying amounts of study time. The total exam
time is 16 hours, divided among the four sections. Candidates can take the sections in any order, but
they have a total of 18 months from the date of passing the first section to pass all four sections.

Recommended Study Time for Each Section

The American Institute of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA) suggests that candidates dedicate a
significant amount of time to prepare for each section of the CPA exam. While individual study needs
may vary, a general guideline is as follows:

Auditing and Attestation (AUD): 100-120 hours

Business Environment and Concepts (BEC): 80-100 hours

Financial Accounting and Reporting (FAR): 120-150 hours

Regulation (REG): 100-120 hours

This totals approximately 400-490 hours of study time for the entire exam. Given this range, it’s
advisable to develop a personalized study plan based on your strengths, weaknesses, and prior
knowledge of the exam content.



Creating a Study Schedule

To effectively manage your study time, crafting a well-structured study schedule is key. Here’s how
to create an effective plan:

1. Assess Your Current Knowledge

Before you begin studying, take a diagnostic test or complete a practice exam for each section. This
will help identify areas where you need to focus your efforts.

2. Break Down Study Material

Divide the study material into manageable sections. This could mean breaking down each subject
into chapters or topics. For instance, in FAR, focus on individual topics like “Financial Statements”
or “Revenue Recognition.”

3. Set Specific Goals

Establish weekly and daily goals. For example, you might set a goal to complete a chapter or a set of
practice questions each week. This helps track your progress and keeps you motivated.

4. Designate Study Blocks

Allocate specific blocks of time for studying each day. Consistency is key, so try to study at the same
times each week. Aim for a mix of longer sessions for deep study and shorter sessions for review.

5. Incorporate Breaks

Schedule regular breaks to avoid burnout. The Pomodoro Technique, which involves studying for 25
minutes followed by a 5-minute break, can be particularly effective.

Effective Study Techniques

With a study schedule in place, implementing effective study techniques can enhance your learning
experience. Here are a few strategies that many candidates find useful:



1. Active Learning

Engage with the material actively by summarizing concepts in your own words, teaching the
material to someone else, or discussing topics in study groups. Active participation enhances
retention.

2. Practice Questions

Doing practice questions is one of the most effective ways to prepare. It familiarizes you with the
exam format and types of questions you will encounter. Aim to complete a significant number of
multiple-choice questions and simulations for each section.

3. Flashcards

Create flashcards for important terms, formulas, and concepts. This method is particularly useful for
memorization and can be easily integrated into short study sessions or during breaks.

4. Review and Revise

Regularly review previous material to reinforce learning. Schedule time for revision at the end of
each week to revisit concepts studied earlier.

5. Use CPA Review Courses

Consider enrolling in a CPA review course. These courses provide structured content, expert
guidance, and numerous practice questions. Many candidates find them to be a valuable resource
for their study time.

Time Management Tips

In addition to creating a study schedule, employing effective time management strategies can help
you make the most of your study time. Consider the following tips:

1. Prioritize Your Study Time

Focus on the areas where you need the most improvement first. Prioritizing tougher subjects will
boost your confidence as you progress.



2. Minimize Distractions

Find a quiet, dedicated space to study that minimizes distractions. Consider turning off notifications
on your phone and using apps that block social media during study sessions.

3. Use Time Tracking Tools

Utilize time management tools or apps to track how much time you spend studying each day. This
can help you stay accountable and adjust your study habits if necessary.

4. Stay Flexible

While it's essential to stick to your study plan, be flexible and willing to adjust your schedule as
needed. Life can be unpredictable, so adapt your study time accordingly.

Final Thoughts

Determining your CPA exam study time is a personal journey that requires careful planning and
execution. By understanding the exam structure, creating a comprehensive study schedule, and
employing effective study techniques, you can set yourself up for success. Remember, preparation is
not just about the number of hours you put in but also about the quality of your study sessions. Stay
committed, manage your time wisely, and you’ll be well on your way to passing the CPA exam. Good
luck!

Frequently Asked Questions

How many hours should I study for the CPA exam each week?
Most experts recommend studying between 15 to 25 hours per week, depending on your schedule
and familiarity with the material.

What is the average study time to pass all four parts of the
CPA exam?
On average, candidates spend about 300 to 400 hours studying to pass all four parts of the CPA
exam.

Is it better to study for the CPA exam full-time or part-time?
It depends on your personal circumstances. Full-time study may accelerate your progress, while
part-time study allows for a balanced approach if you have work or other commitments.



How can I effectively manage my study time for the CPA exam?
Create a study schedule, set specific goals for each session, use a variety of study materials, and
take regular breaks to maintain focus and retention.

What is the best time of year to start studying for the CPA
exam?
Many candidates find it beneficial to start studying in the spring or summer, allowing them to take
advantage of lighter work schedules and to complete the exam before year-end busy seasons.
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