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come blow your horn neil simon is a notable play by one of America's most
celebrated playwrights, Neil Simon. This comedic work marked an important
milestone in Simon's career, showcasing his distinctive style of blending
humor with relatable human experiences. The play revolves around themes of
family dynamics, personal growth, and the clash between different
generations. It has been praised for its sharp dialogue, memorable
characters, and insightful exploration of identity and responsibility. This
article delves into the background, plot, characters, and critical reception
of Come Blow Your Horn, providing a comprehensive understanding of its place
in theatrical history. Additionally, it explores Neil Simon’s influence and
the legacy of this particular work within the broader scope of American
theater.

Background and Context of Come Blow Your Horn

Plot Summary and Themes

Main Characters and Character Analysis

Neil Simon’s Writing Style and Influence

Critical Reception and Legacy

Background and Context of Come Blow Your Horn

Come Blow Your Horn is a play written by Neil Simon that premiered in 1961.
It was Simon’s first Broadway hit, establishing him as a prominent playwright
in American theater. The play was adapted from Simon’s own experiences and
observations of family and social life, reflecting the cultural atmosphere of
the early 1960s. Set in New York City, it captures the changing dynamics of
post-war America, especially the tension between traditional family values
and the emerging modern lifestyle. The success of Come Blow Your Horn helped
pave the way for Simon’s later works, which continued to explore similar
themes with humor and poignancy.

Historical and Cultural Context

The early 1960s in America was a period marked by significant social change.
The aftermath of World War II had brought economic prosperity, but also a
cultural shift towards individualism and new social freedoms. Come Blow Your
Horn reflects this era’s conflicts, particularly the generation gap between
fathers and sons and the evolving views on responsibility and adulthood. Neil
Simon’s portrayal of urban life and familial relationships resonates with
audiences familiar with the challenges of adapting to a rapidly changing
society.



Neil Simon’s Early Career

Before Come Blow Your Horn, Neil Simon had written several television scripts
and comedy sketches. This play was his first major theatrical success,
showcasing his talent for witty dialogue and character-driven storytelling.
It was a turning point that established his reputation and led to a prolific
career writing numerous acclaimed plays, including classics like The Odd
Couple and Brighton Beach Memoirs. The themes and style found in Come Blow
Your Horn became hallmarks of Simon’s work.

Plot Summary and Themes

Come Blow Your Horn centers on the story of two brothers, Alan and Buddy
Baker, whose contrasting lifestyles and values drive the narrative. Alan is a
confident, bachelor playboy living in a stylish New York apartment, while
Buddy is the younger, more naive sibling who moves in with Alan to learn the
ways of the adult world. The play balances comedic situations with deeper
reflections on maturity, independence, and familial expectations.

Plot Overview

The play begins with Buddy arriving at his brother Alan’s apartment after
graduating from college. Alan, who enjoys a carefree lifestyle filled with
parties and romantic escapades, attempts to teach Buddy how to navigate the
adult world. Throughout the play, Buddy experiences the ups and downs of this
new lifestyle, eventually confronting the realities behind Alan’s seemingly
glamorous existence. The story culminates in both brothers gaining a better
understanding of themselves and their relationship

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Come Blow Your Horn' by Neil Simon about?

'Come Blow Your Horn' is a comedic play by Neil Simon that follows the story
of a young man who moves to New York City to live a more flamboyant
lifestyle, causing conflict and humor within his family dynamics.

When was 'Come Blow Your Horn' first performed?

'Come Blow Your Horn' premiered on Broadway in 1961 and marked Neil Simon's
first major success as a playwright.

What genre does 'Come Blow Your Horn' belong to?

'Come Blow Your Horn' is a comedy that blends humor with family and romantic
themes.

Who are the main characters in 'Come Blow Your Horn'?

The main characters include Alan Baker, the younger brother seeking
independence; Buddy Baker, the older brother living a bachelor lifestyle; and



their parents.

How did 'Come Blow Your Horn' impact Neil Simon's
career?

'Come Blow Your Horn' was Neil Simon's first Broadway hit, establishing him
as a prominent playwright and paving the way for his future successes.

Has 'Come Blow Your Horn' been adapted into other
formats?

Yes, 'Come Blow Your Horn' was adapted into a film in 1963 starring Frank
Sinatra and has been produced in numerous stage revivals.

What themes are explored in 'Come Blow Your Horn'?

The play explores themes of family conflict, generational differences, the
pursuit of independence, and the humorous side of romantic escapades.

Is 'Come Blow Your Horn' suitable for high school
theater productions?

Yes, the play is often performed by high school and community theaters due to
its comedic elements and manageable cast size.

Where can I find the script or licensing rights for
'Come Blow Your Horn'?

Scripts and performance rights for 'Come Blow Your Horn' can be obtained
through theatrical licensing agencies such as Samuel French or Dramatists
Play Service.

Additional Resources
1. The Odd Couple by Neil Simon
This classic Neil Simon comedy centers around two mismatched roommates: the
neat freak Felix Ungar and the slovenly Oscar Madison. Their contrasting
personalities lead to a series of humorous and heartfelt situations as they
try to coexist. Like *Come Blow Your Horn*, it explores themes of friendship,
family, and personal growth with sharp wit and engaging dialogue.

2. Bye Bye Birdie by Michael Stewart and Charles Strouse
A lively musical comedy that captures the frenzy of teenage idol worship in
the 1950s. The story follows a rock ‘n’ roll star about to be drafted into
the army and the chaos that ensues when he visits a small town to say
goodbye. Its lighthearted tone and focus on youth culture make it
thematically similar to *Come Blow Your Horn*.

3. Barefoot in the Park by Neil Simon
This play showcases the comedic challenges of newlyweds adjusting to married
life in a small New York City apartment. The witty exchanges and character-
driven humor highlight Neil Simon’s signature style. Like *Come Blow Your
Horn*, it blends comedy with relatable relationship dynamics.



4. How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying by Shepherd Mead and
Frank Loesser
A satirical musical that follows the rise of a window washer who climbs the
corporate ladder using cunning and charm. Its sharp humor and critique of
ambition resonate with the themes of self-improvement and personal ambition
found in *Come Blow Your Horn*. The show’s upbeat and comedic approach makes
it a compelling companion piece.

5. The Sunshine Boys by Neil Simon
This play tells the story of two aging vaudeville partners whose long-
standing feud threatens a reunion performance. Packed with Simon’s trademark
humor and insightful character study, it explores themes of friendship,
rivalry, and reconciliation. Fans of *Come Blow Your Horn* will appreciate
its blend of comedy and emotional depth.

6. Sweet Charity by Neil Simon, Cy Coleman, and Dorothy Fields
A musical about a hopeful dance hall hostess seeking love and happiness in
New York City. The show combines humor, romance, and catchy tunes, reflecting
the urban backdrop and character-driven storytelling similar to *Come Blow
Your Horn*. It captures the spirit of chasing dreams amidst life’s ups and
downs.

7. Plaza Suite by Neil Simon
Set entirely in a suite at the Plaza Hotel, this play presents three
different acts featuring distinct couples facing various comedic and dramatic
situations. The structure allows exploration of different facets of
relationships with Simon’s characteristic humor. Like *Come Blow Your Horn*,
it delves into the complexities of human connection in a humorous light.

8. Little Me by Neil Simon
A satirical musical chronicling the life of Belle Poitrine, a woman who rises
from humble beginnings to high society through a series of comedic
misadventures. Its playful tone and sharp wit parallel the humorous
exploration of ambition and identity found in *Come Blow Your Horn*. The
show’s energetic style and character focus make it a delightful read.

9. Chapter Two by Neil Simon
This semi-autobiographical play explores the challenges of starting a new
relationship after loss. It balances heartfelt emotion with humor, showcasing
Simon’s ability to blend comedy with serious themes. Readers who enjoyed the
character-driven storytelling and emotional nuance of *Come Blow Your Horn*
will find this work compelling.
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