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Comprehension questions for Wonder by R.J. Palacio provide an essential tool for educators, students, and
book clubs to engage more deeply with the narrative and themes of this poignant novel. "Wonder" tells the
story of August Pullman, a boy born with a facial difference, as he navigates the trials and triumphs of
attending school for the first time. The book is rich with lessons about kindness, acceptance, and the
complexities of human relationships. In this article, we will explore various comprehension questions that
can enhance understanding and stimulate discussion about the book's characters, themes, and messages.

Understanding the Characters

The characters in "Wonder" are multifaceted and contribute significantly to the development of its central
themes. Here are some comprehension questions focused on character analysis:

August Pullman (Auggie)
1. What are the key challenges Auggie faces when he starts school?
2. How does Auggie’s perspective on his appearance evolve throughout the book?
3. In what ways does Auggie show resilience in the face of adversity?
4. How does Auggie’s relationship with his family, especially his parents and sister, influence his self-
esteem?

Via Pullman
1. What role does Via play in Auggie’s life, and how does her character contribute to the story?
2. How does Via’s understanding of Auggie's challenges differ from those of her peers?
3. In what ways does Via demonstrate her own struggles as Auggie’s sister?

Jack Will
1. What motivates Jack to befriend Auggie at the beginning of the school year?
2. How does Jack’s loyalty to Auggie change throughout the story?
3. What lessons does Jack learn about friendship and acceptance?

Summer Dawson
1. What does Summer's friendship with Auggie reveal about her character?



2. How does Summer challenge the social dynamics of their school?
3. What impact does Summer have on Auggie’s experience at school?

Themes and Messages

"Wonder" is rich in themes that encourage readers to reflect on their values and behaviors. Here are some
comprehension questions centered on the novel's themes:

Kindness
1. How is the theme of kindness illustrated through various characters in the book?
2. What specific actions do characters take that embody kindness?
3. How does Auggie’s experience challenge the reader’s understanding of what it means to be kind?

Acceptance
1. In what ways does the novel depict the struggle for acceptance among different characters?
2. How do Auggie’s classmates initially react to him, and how does that change over time?
3. What factors contribute to the evolution of acceptance within the school community?

Bullying
1. What instances of bullying occur in the story, and how do they affect Auggie?
2. How do different characters respond to bullying, and what does this reveal about their values?
3. What strategies does Auggie employ to cope with bullying?

Empathy
1. How does the narrative encourage readers to develop empathy toward others?
2. Which characters demonstrate significant growth in their ability to empathize with Auggie?
3. How does the author use different perspectives to enhance the theme of empathy?

Plot Development and Structure

The structure of "Wonder" is unique, as it employs multiple perspectives to tell the story. Comprehension
questions related to the plot can help readers analyze how this structure impacts the narrative.



Multiple Perspectives
1. How does the use of different narrators (Auggie, Via, Jack, etc.) affect the reader’s understanding of the
story?
2. Which perspective resonated most with you and why?
3. How does the shift in perspectives help to build tension or resolve conflicts within the narrative?

Key Events
1. What are the pivotal moments in Auggie's journey, and how do they shape his character?
2. How do the events leading up to the school’s nature retreat serve as a turning point in the story?
3. What role do Auggie’s achievements play in the overall message of the book?

Discussion and Reflection

Comprehension questions can also prompt deeper discussion and personal reflection. Here are some
thought-provoking questions to consider:

1. How did "Wonder" change your perception of individuals with physical differences?
2. What lessons from the book can you apply to your own life or school environment?
3. How do you think Auggie’s story would differ if told from the perspective of a classmate who bullied
him?
4. What do you think the author hopes to achieve by telling Auggie’s story?

Activities to Enhance Understanding

Incorporating activities related to comprehension questions can further enhance understanding and
engagement with the text. Here are some suggested activities:

1. Character Journals: Have students keep a journal from the perspective of different characters, reflecting
on their thoughts and feelings throughout the story.
2. Role-Playing: Organize role-playing scenarios where students can act out key scenes, allowing them to
experience the emotions and challenges faced by the characters.
3. Group Discussions: Facilitate small group discussions focused on specific themes, encouraging students to
share their insights and personal experiences.
4. Creative Projects: Encourage students to create visual representations (like posters or collages) that depict
the themes of kindness and acceptance as illustrated in the book.



Conclusion

In conclusion, comprehension questions for "Wonder" by R.J. Palacio serve as a gateway to understanding
the complexities of the characters, themes, and messages that resonate throughout the narrative. By
engaging with these questions, readers can explore the profound lessons of kindness, acceptance, and
empathy that the book imparts. Whether used in a classroom setting, a book club, or for personal reflection,
these questions encourage deeper engagement with the text and foster meaningful discussions about the
values that unite us as human beings. Through Auggie Pullman's journey, readers are inspired to embrace
differences and practice compassion in their everyday lives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Wonder' by R.J. Palacio?
The main theme of 'Wonder' is the importance of kindness and acceptance, as it follows Auggie Pullman, a
boy with facial differences, navigating friendships and bullying.

How does Auggie's character development reflect the book's message?
Auggie's character development shows growth in self-acceptance and confidence, illustrating that true
beauty comes from within, which aligns with the book's message about kindness.

What role do secondary characters play in Auggie's story?
Secondary characters, like Summer and Jack, highlight different perspectives on friendship and acceptance,
showing how their support helps Auggie face challenges and thrive.

How does the narrative structure of 'Wonder' enhance the story?
The narrative structure, which includes multiple points of view, provides a deeper understanding of each
character's thoughts and feelings, enriching the reader's connection to Auggie's journey.

What lessons can readers learn from Auggie's experiences in 'Wonder'?
Readers can learn valuable lessons about empathy, resilience, and the impact of their actions on others,
reinforcing the idea that everyone deserves respect and kindness.
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