colum mccann everything in this country
must

colum mccann everything in this country must is a phrase that resonates deeply within the
literary world, particularly among readers and critics familiar with Colum McCann’s impactful
storytelling. This article explores the significance of "Everything in This Country Must," a poignant
short story by Colum McCann that delves into themes of conflict, humanity, and reconciliation. By
examining the narrative structure, thematic elements, and the cultural context of McCann's work,
this comprehensive overview sheds light on why this piece holds a crucial place in contemporary
literature. Additionally, the article highlights how McCann’s writing style and use of symbolism
amplify the story's emotional and political undertones. Whether a student, literary enthusiast, or
researcher, understanding the intricacies of "Everything in This Country Must" offers valuable
insights into Colum McCann'’s artistic vision and the broader socio-political landscape it reflects. The
following sections will guide readers through a detailed analysis and exploration of this remarkable

story.

e Background and Context of "Everything in This Country Must"
e Plot Summary and Narrative Structure

e Themes and Symbolism in the Story

e Colum McCann’s Writing Style and Literary Techniques

e Critical Reception and Cultural Impact

Background and Context of "Everything in This Country
Must"

"Everything in This Country Must" is a short story written by Irish author Colum McCann, first
published in 2000. The narrative is set against the backdrop of the Northern Ireland conflict,
commonly referred to as The Troubles, a period marked by political and sectarian violence.
McCann'’s story captures the tension and humanity embedded in this troubled era, focusing on the
everyday lives affected by political turmoil. Understanding the historical and socio-political context
is essential to fully grasp the depth of the story’s message and its emotional resonance.

Historical Setting

The story takes place during the late 20th century in Northern Ireland, a region plagued by decades-
long conflict between Protestant unionists and Catholic nationalists. This setting offers a raw and
authentic environment where the personal and political collide, illustrating the complex realities
faced by civilians caught in the crossfire. McCann uses this backdrop to explore themes of identity,



loyalty, and survival.

Author’s Background and Influence

Colum McCann, born in Dublin in 1965, is known for his evocative storytelling that often intertwines
personal narratives with broader historical events. His experiences traveling and reporting from
conflict zones have heavily influenced his writing. "Everything in This Country Must" reflects
McCann’s commitment to uncovering human stories amid political strife, showcasing his ability to
humanize complex issues through literature.

Plot Summary and Narrative Structure

The story centers around a Protestant father and daughter living on a farm near the border in
Northern Ireland. Their lives are disrupted when soldiers arrive, leading to a tense encounter that
unfolds with emotional intensity. The narrative is told primarily from the daughter’s perspective,
providing a poignant and intimate view of the conflict’s impact on ordinary people. The story’s
structure emphasizes suspense and emotional depth, drawing readers into the unfolding drama.

Key Events

e The introduction of the father and daughter’s peaceful rural life

e The arrival of soldiers and the escalating tension

e The daughter’s attempt to rescue the family’s trapped dog

e The father’s confrontation with the soldiers and the resulting consequences

e The resolution highlighting themes of courage and sacrifice

Narrative Techniques

McCann employs a close third-person narration that closely aligns with the daughter’s viewpoint,
allowing for an emotional connection with the reader. The use of detailed imagery and careful
pacing builds suspense, while the limited perspective intensifies the uncertainty and fear
experienced by the characters. This narrative choice reinforces the story’s themes of innocence and
the loss thereof in times of conflict.

Themes and Symbolism in the Story

"Everything in This Country Must" explores several profound themes that reflect both personal and
societal struggles during The Troubles. McCann uses symbolism and metaphor to deepen the



reader’s understanding of these themes, making the story a rich text for analysis.

Conflict and Innocence

The juxtaposition of the serene rural setting with the intrusion of military forces highlights the loss
of innocence caused by political violence. The daughter’s perspective emphasizes the impact of
conflict on the vulnerable and the innocent, illustrating how war disrupts everyday life.

Humanity and Compassion

Despite the tension and danger, acts of kindness and bravery emerge in the narrative, underscoring
the resilience of human compassion even in harsh circumstances. The father’s protective actions and
the daughter's empathy toward the trapped dog symbolize this enduring humanity.

Symbolism of the Dog

The dog trapped in the wire fence represents entrapment and helplessness, mirroring the
characters’ own confinement within the conflict. The daughter’s determination to free the dog
serves as a metaphor for hope and liberation, suggesting a desire for peace and freedom.

Sacrifice and Courage

The story underscores the personal sacrifices made by individuals caught in larger political
struggles. The father’s willingness to confront danger reflects themes of courage and the protective
instinct, integral to the narrative’s emotional core.

Colum McCann’s Writing Style and Literary Techniques

Colum McCann'’s distinctive writing style in "Everything in This Country Must" combines lyrical
prose with stark realism, creating a powerful and immersive reading experience. His literary
techniques enhance the thematic richness and emotional impact of the story.

Lyrical and Evocative Language

McCann'’s use of poetic language evokes vivid imagery, capturing the beauty of the rural landscape
alongside the harshness of conflict. This contrast intensifies the story’s emotional resonance and
highlights the intrusion of violence into peaceful settings.

Symbolism and Metaphor

The story is rich with symbolic elements, such as the dog and the fence, which deepen the
narrative’s meaning. McCann'’s careful use of metaphor invites readers to interpret the story on



multiple levels, connecting personal experiences with broader political realities.

Characterization and Perspective

By focusing on the daughter’s point of view, McCann provides an intimate and nuanced portrayal of
the impact of conflict. The characters are fully realized, with complex emotions and motivations that
add depth to the narrative.

Use of Tension and Pacing

The narrative pacing builds suspense through detailed descriptions and controlled revelation of
events. This technique keeps readers engaged and heightens the emotional stakes, culminating in a
powerful and thought-provoking climax.

Critical Reception and Cultural Impact

"Everything in This Country Must" has received critical acclaim for its poignant depiction of The
Troubles and its exploration of universal themes such as conflict, humanity, and reconciliation. The
story has been studied extensively in literary circles and academic settings, contributing to greater
awareness and understanding of the Northern Ireland conflict through literature.

Critical Acclaim

Critics have praised McCann’s ability to humanize political conflict and portray complex emotions
with subtlety and grace. The story is often noted for its lyrical style and effective use of symbolism,
making it a standout work in contemporary Irish literature.

Influence on Contemporary Literature

McCann'’s story has influenced other writers exploring themes of conflict and identity, serving as a
model for blending personal narrative with political commentary. Its success has helped to elevate
the short story form in discussions about political and historical literature.

Educational Importance

"Everything in This Country Must" is frequently included in curricula focusing on modern Irish
literature, conflict studies, and creative writing. Its accessibility and thematic depth make it an ideal
text for exploring the intersections of history, politics, and human experience.

1. Provides a nuanced understanding of The Troubles through personal narrative

2. Demonstrates effective use of literary devices to convey complex themes



3. Serves as an important cultural artifact reflecting Irish history and identity

4. Encourages empathy and awareness of the human cost of political conflict

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of Colum McCann's 'Everything in
This Country Must'?

The central theme of 'Everything in This Country Must' is the impact of the Northern Ireland conflict
on ordinary lives, exploring themes of violence, innocence, and the struggle for hope amid turmoil.

How does Colum McCann depict the relationship between
characters in 'Everything in This Country Must'?

McCann portrays complex relationships marked by tension and compassion, highlighting the human
cost of political conflict through the interactions between a farmer, his daughter, and British
soldiers.

What narrative style does Colum McCann use in 'Everything in
This Country Must'?

McCann employs a lyrical and evocative narrative style with vivid imagery and emotional depth,
immersing readers in the psychological and physical landscape of Northern Ireland during the
Troubles.

Why is 'Everything in This Country Must' considered
significant in Irish literature?

'Everything in This Country Must' is significant because it offers a poignant and intimate perspective
on the Troubles, contributing to the broader understanding of Ireland's history and the human
experience within conflict.

What role does the setting play in 'Everything in This Country
Must' by Colum McCann?

The rural Northern Ireland setting is crucial, symbolizing both the beauty and brutality of the
environment, and serves as a backdrop that intensifies the story’s themes of conflict, survival, and
resilience.



Additional Resources

1. Let the Great World Spin

This novel by Colum McCann interweaves multiple narratives set in 1970s New York City, centered
around Philippe Petit’s daring tightrope walk between the Twin Towers. The story explores themes
of loss, hope, and human connection, with richly drawn characters whose lives intersect in
unexpected ways. It's a poignant meditation on resilience and the search for meaning amid tragedy.

2. TransAtlantic

In this sweeping historical novel, McCann connects the past and present through three intertwined
stories spanning the 19th and 20th centuries. The narrative explores the relationships between
Ireland and America, focusing on figures like Frederick Douglass and the pioneering transatlantic
flight. It delves into themes of freedom, migration, and the ties that bind us across time.

3. Fishing the Sloe-Black River

This collection of short stories showcases McCann'’s lyrical prose and his ability to capture the
complexities of human emotions and relationships. Set primarily in Ireland, the stories explore
themes of love, loss, and identity, often highlighting the quiet moments that define a person’s life.
The book offers a compelling glimpse into McCann'’s narrative style and thematic concerns.

4. Everything in This Country Must

A powerful novella set during the Northern Ireland conflict, it tells the story of a woman and her son
caught in the turmoil of war. The narrative explores the impact of violence on ordinary people and
the small acts of kindness that persist amid chaos. McCann’s poignant storytelling emphasizes the
human cost of political strife.

5. Apeirogon by Colum McCann

This innovative novel tells the story of two fathers—one Israeli and one Palestinian—who both lost
their daughters to the conflict. Through a fragmented, poetic narrative, McCann explores themes of
grief, reconciliation, and the possibility of peace. The book blends fact and fiction to offer a deeply
moving perspective on a complex issue.

6. In the Time of the Butterflies by Julia Alvarez

While not by McCann, this historical novel shares thematic resonance with “Everything in This
Country Must” through its depiction of political violence and personal courage. It tells the story of
the Mirabal sisters, who opposed the Trujillo dictatorship in the Dominican Republic. The book
highlights the strength of women facing oppression.

7. The Secret Scripture by Sebastian Barry

This novel, like McCann’s work, delves into the Irish experience, exploring memory, trauma, and
history. It tells the story of an elderly woman in a mental hospital recounting her life amid Ireland’s
turbulent 20th century. Barry’s lyrical prose and focus on personal histories complement McCann'’s
narrative style.

8. Milkman by Anna Burns

Set during the Troubles in Northern Ireland, this Booker Prize-winning novel offers a unique
perspective on life amid conflict. Told through the eyes of an unnamed young woman, it examines
themes of surveillance, rumor, and the impact of political violence on everyday life. The novel’s
innovative narrative style and focus on the Northern Irish context resonate with McCann'’s themes.

9. Birdsong by Sebastian Faulks



This historical novel explores the personal and collective trauma of World War I, much like
McCann'’s attention to the impacts of conflict. It follows a young Englishman’s experiences in the
trenches and his relationships before and after the war. The book’s profound exploration of human
endurance and loss parallels the emotional depth found in “Everything in This Country Must.”
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