
collected stories of william faulkner

Collected stories of William Faulkner are a testament to the author’s
remarkable ability to weave intricate narratives that reflect the
complexities of human emotions and the Southern experience. Faulkner, a Nobel
Prize-winning author, is renowned for his innovative storytelling techniques
and rich character development. His collected stories provide readers with a
profound insight into the themes of identity, race, and the passage of time,
all set against the backdrop of the American South. This article explores the
significance of these stories, their recurring themes, and their impact on
literature.

Overview of Faulkner's Collected Stories

William Faulkner's collected stories encompass a wide range of narratives
that highlight his unique style and thematic preoccupations. The most notable
collections include:

1. "The Portable Faulkner" - A compilation of selected works that provide an
excellent introduction to his writing.
2. "Collected Stories of William Faulkner" - This collection features a
comprehensive array of his short stories, showcasing his development as a
writer over the years.
3. "Go Down, Moses" - Although primarily a novella, this collection also
includes several interconnected short stories.

Faulkner's short stories often reflect the same concerns as his novels, but
they convey them with a brevity and intensity that can be different from his
longer narratives.

Recurring Themes in Faulkner's Stories

Faulkner’s collected stories delve into several recurring themes that
resonate throughout his body of work. These themes include:

1. The Southern Experience

Faulkner’s stories are deeply rooted in the Southern experience, often
portraying the complexities of life in Mississippi, his home state. He
captures the socio-economic struggles, racial tensions, and cultural
idiosyncrasies that define the region. Stories like "A Rose for Emily" and
"Dry September" explore the lives of individuals grappling with the burdens
of tradition and societal expectations.

2. Race and Identity

Race is a pivotal theme in Faulkner’s work. His stories often address the
legacy of slavery and its impact on both Black and White characters. In "That
Evening Sun," for example, the complexities of race relations are explored



through the eyes of a young boy witnessing the struggles of a Black woman in
his community. Faulkner’s nuanced portrayals challenge readers to confront
their own perceptions of race and identity.

3. Time and Memory

Faulkner had a unique approach to time and memory, often blurring the lines
between past and present. His characters frequently reflect on their
histories, leading to a deeper understanding of their identities. In stories
such as "The Sound and the Fury," the nonlinear narrative structure
emphasizes how the past continually shapes the present. This theme is
prevalent in many of his collected stories, highlighting the cyclical nature
of history.

4. Isolation and Alienation

Many of Faulkner's characters experience profound isolation and alienation.
Whether it’s due to societal expectations, personal choices, or historical
circumstances, these feelings permeate his narratives. Stories like "The
Bear" illustrate the struggle of individuals who are disconnected from their
communities and the natural world, reflecting a broader human condition.

Notable Stories from the Collected Works

Within Faulkner's collected stories, several stand out as particularly
significant, showcasing his mastery of narrative and character development.

"A Rose for Emily"

One of Faulkner's most famous short stories, "A Rose for Emily," tells the
tale of a reclusive woman in a decaying Southern town. The narrative unfolds
through the perspective of the townspeople, creating a sense of collective
memory and gossip. The themes of isolation, tradition, and the passage of
time are poignantly illustrated, culminating in a shocking revelation that
leaves a lasting impact on readers.

"That Evening Sun"

In "That Evening Sun," Faulkner explores themes of race, fear, and childhood
innocence. The story is narrated by a young boy who grapples with his
understanding of race and the complexities of adult relationships. Through
the character of Nancy, a Black woman facing danger, Faulkner sheds light on
the racial dynamics of the South and the ways in which children are shaped by
their environments.



"The Bear"

"The Bear" is a coming-of-age story that follows a young boy's experiences in
the wilderness. The narrative delves into themes of nature, masculinity, and
the loss of innocence. Faulkner’s rich descriptions of the landscape serve as
a backdrop for the boy’s internal struggles, highlighting the connection
between humanity and the natural world.

The Impact of Faulkner's Collected Stories

William Faulkner's collected stories have left an indelible mark on American
literature. His innovative narrative techniques and exploration of complex
themes have influenced countless writers and scholars. Some of the notable
impacts include:

1. Influence on Modernist Literature

Faulkner's use of stream-of-consciousness narratives and fragmented
storytelling has paved the way for modernist literature. Authors such as
Virginia Woolf and James Joyce have drawn inspiration from Faulkner’s
techniques, pushing the boundaries of narrative form.

2. Exploration of Southern Identity

Faulkner’s stories have played a crucial role in shaping the narrative of
Southern identity. His honest portrayals of race and class struggles have
opened the door for future writers to explore the complexities of the South.
Contemporary authors like Jesmyn Ward and Natasha Trethewey continue to
grapple with these themes, building upon Faulkner’s legacy.

3. Academic Study and Criticism

Faulkner’s collected stories have become a focal point for literary criticism
and academic study. Scholars analyze his works through various lenses,
including psychoanalysis, feminism, and post-colonial theory. The richness of
his narratives allows for diverse interpretations and discussions, ensuring
his relevance in literary discourse.

Conclusion

The collected stories of William Faulkner are a profound exploration of the
human condition, reflecting the complexities of Southern life, race, and
memory. Through his innovative narrative techniques and rich character
portrayals, Faulkner invites readers to confront their own understandings of
identity and history. His impact on literature is undeniable, continuing to
inspire writers and scholars alike. As we delve into his stories, we not only
gain insight into the mind of one of America’s greatest authors but also a



deeper understanding of the enduring themes that shape our world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key themes explored in William
Faulkner's collected stories?

Key themes in Faulkner's collected stories include the complexities of
Southern identity, the impact of history on the present, the struggles of
race and class, and the intricacies of human relationships.

How does Faulkner's writing style contribute to the
storytelling in his collected works?

Faulkner's writing style is characterized by stream-of-consciousness
narration, complex sentence structures, and rich imagery, which create an
immersive experience and allow readers to explore the inner thoughts of
characters.

Which story in Faulkner's collection is considered
the most significant and why?

Many consider 'A Rose for Emily' to be one of Faulkner's most significant
stories due to its exploration of themes such as isolation, resistance to
change, and the tragic consequences of a rigid social structure.

How do Faulkner's stories reflect the social issues
of his time?

Faulkner's stories often reflect social issues such as racial tensions,
economic disparities, and the remnants of the Old South, providing a critical
lens on the societal changes occurring during the early 20th century.

What role does setting play in Faulkner's collected
stories?

The setting, particularly the American South and the fictional Yoknapatawpha
County, plays a crucial role in Faulkner's stories, serving as both a
backdrop and a character that influences the actions and fates of the
characters.

How has Faulkner's depiction of women evolved in his
collected stories?

Faulkner's depiction of women evolves from traditional roles to more complex
portrayals, showcasing their struggles for autonomy and their responses to
societal expectations, reflecting the changing dynamics of gender in his
time.



What impact did William Faulkner have on modern
American literature?

William Faulkner had a profound impact on modern American literature,
influencing writers with his narrative techniques, deep psychological
insights, and ability to capture the complexities of human experience.

Can you name a few notable characters from Faulkner's
collected stories?

Notable characters from Faulkner's collected stories include Emily Grierson
from 'A Rose for Emily', Quentin Compson from 'The Sound and the Fury', and
Absalom, Absalom!'s Thomas Sutpen, each representing different facets of
Southern life.

What is the significance of the title 'Collected
Stories of William Faulkner'?

The title 'Collected Stories of William Faulkner' signifies the gathering of
diverse narratives that showcase Faulkner's mastery of short fiction and his
exploration of Southern themes, characters, and settings across different
periods.
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