complete kit cars to build

Complete kit cars to build have gained immense popularity over the years, attracting
automotive enthusiasts and hobbyists alike. These unique vehicles offer the thrill of
building your own car from the ground up, providing a rewarding experience that combines
craftsmanship with engineering. In this article, we'll explore the different types of complete
kit cars available, the various components involved in the assembly process, and the
benefits of engaging in such a project.

What Are Complete Kit Cars?

A complete kit car is a vehicle that comes with most or all of the necessary parts for
assembly, allowing the builder to create a custom vehicle with their own hands. These kits
typically include the chassis, body panels, and sometimes even pre-assembled components
like the engine and transmission. While some kit cars require a significant amount of work
to complete, others are designed to be more accessible, making them suitable for builders
of all skill levels.

Types of Kit Cars

When considering complete kit cars to build, it's essential to understand the different types
available. Here are some popular categories:

1. Replicas: These kits are designed to replicate classic or iconic vehicles. Popular examples
include:

- Shelby Cobra

- Jaguar E-Type

- Porsche 356

- Ferrari 250 GTO

2. Sports Cars: These kits focus on performance and agility, appealing to those who crave
speed and handling. Notable examples include:

- Lotus 7

- Caterham 7

- Ultima GTR

3. Off-Road Vehicles: For those who enjoy the great outdoors, off-road kit cars can be a
thrilling project. Options include:

- Dune buggies

- Sand rails

- 4x4 trucks

4. Electric Vehicles: As the automotive world shifts toward sustainability, electric kit cars
are becoming increasingly popular. Options in this category include:
- Electric roadsters



- E-kits for classic cars

5. Custom Builds: Some manufacturers offer customizable kits, allowing builders to mix and
match components to create a unique vehicle tailored to their preferences.

Components of a Complete Kit Car

Building a complete kit car involves various components, each playing a crucial role in the
final product. Below is a breakdown of the essential parts typically included in a kit:

1. Chassis: The foundation of any vehicle, the chassis provides the structural integrity
needed for the car. It often comes pre-assembled for ease of construction.

2. Body Panels: These are the outer shells of the car that give it its distinctive look. Body
panels can be made from fiberglass, aluminum, or composite materials.

3. Suspension: This system connects the chassis to the wheels and ensures a smooth ride.
Most kits come with pre-designed suspension systems, but builders should ensure
compatibility with their chosen wheels and tires.

4. Engine and Transmission: Some kits include a complete engine and transmission, while
others require builders to source these components separately. Popular engine options
include small-block V8s, inline fours, or even hybrid systems for electric kits.

5. Interior Components: This includes seats, dashboard, steering wheel, and other elements
that make the car comfortable and functional. Builders often have the option to customize

the interior to their liking.

6. Wiring and Electronics: A complete wiring harness is usually included, along with lights,
gauges, and other electronic components needed for the car to function.

7. Wheels and Tires: Depending on the kit, wheels and tires may or may not be included.
Builders should consider their performance requirements when selecting these

components.

8. Assembly Instructions: Detailed manuals or online resources are typically provided to
guide builders through the assembly process, ensuring that no steps are overlooked.

Benefits of Building a Kit Car

Engaging in the assembly of complete kit cars comes with numerous benefits, making it an
appealing option for many enthusiasts:

1. Personalization: Building a kit car allows for extensive customization, enabling builders to
create a vehicle that reflects their personality and preferences.

2. Learning Experience: The process of assembling a car provides valuable hands-on



experience in automotive mechanics, electrical systems, and fabrication techniques.

3. Cost-Effectiveness: While kit cars can initially seem pricey, they often represent a cost-
effective alternative to purchasing a new or classic car. Builders can save money by
sourcing components themselves.

4. Satisfaction: Completing a kit car is immensely satisfying. The sense of accomplishment
that comes from seeing a project through to completion cannot be overstated.

5. Community: The kit car world has a vibrant community of builders and enthusiasts.
Joining forums, attending car shows, or participating in local clubs can lead to lasting
friendships and shared knowledge.

Considerations Before Starting Your Kit Car
Project

Before diving into the world of complete kit cars to build, prospective builders should take
several factors into account:

1. Skill Level: Assess your own mechanical and technical skills. Some kits are designed for
beginners, while others may require advanced knowledge.

2. Time Commitment: Building a kit car can be time-consuming. Consider how much time
you can realistically dedicate to the project over the coming months.

3. Space: Ensure you have adequate space for building and storing the car. A well-
organized garage or workshop is ideal.

4. Budget: Determine your budget not only for the kit itself but also for tools, additional
parts, and unexpected expenses that may arise during the build.

5. Legal Requirements: Check your local laws and regulations regarding custom-built
vehicles. This may include emissions standards, safety inspections, and registration
procedures.

Popular Complete Kit Cars to Consider

If you're ready to embark on your kit car journey, here are some popular options to
consider:

1. Caterham 7: A lightweight sports car known for its speed and agility, the Caterham 7 is a
favorite among driving enthusiasts. The kit is relatively straightforward and offers various
engine options.

2. Factory Five Racing: Specializing in replica kits, Factory Five offers a range of options,
including the iconic Shelby Cobra and the 818, a lightweight sports car designed for modern



performance.

3. Donkervoort D8: This high-performance kit car combines the classic Lotus 7 design with
modern engineering. It's perfect for those who want a thrilling driving experience.

4. Locost: Based on the Lotus 7, the Locost is a budget-friendly kit car that can be built
using readily available parts. It’'s an excellent option for those looking to dive into the kit
car world without breaking the bank.

5. Mazda MX-5 Miata Kit Cars: Various companies offer kits that allow builders to create
custom versions of the beloved MX-5. These kits can provide a blend of classic styling with
modern performance.

Conclusion

Building a complete kit car is a rewarding and fulfilling endeavor that allows automotive
enthusiasts to create a unique vehicle tailored to their tastes and preferences. With various
types of kits available, ranging from replicas of classic cars to cutting-edge electric
vehicles, there is something for everyone. By considering the necessary components, the
benefits of the build, and the essential factors to keep in mind, you can embark on an
exciting journey in the world of complete kit cars to build. Whether you seek a thrilling
sports car or a nostalgic replica, the experience of creating something with your own hands
is one that will last a lifetime.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the best complete kit cars for beginners?

Some of the best complete kit cars for beginners include the Caterham Seven, Factory Five
Roadster, and the Volkswagen Beetle-based kits, as they offer straightforward assembly
and ample support.

How much does a complete kit car typically cost?

The price of a complete kit car can vary widely, typically ranging from $5,000 to over
$50,000, depending on the complexity of the kit and the components included.

What tools do | need to build a complete kit car?

Essential tools for building a complete kit car include a basic socket set, wrenches,
screwdrivers, pliers, a drill, and safety equipment like goggles and gloves.

Are complete kit cars street legal?

Yes, complete kit cars can be street legal, but requirements vary by state or country.
Builders must ensure their vehicle meets local safety and emissions regulations.



What are the most popular complete kit car brands?

Popular complete kit car brands include Factory Five Racing, Westfield, and Ultima Sports,
known for their quality, performance, and extensive builder communities.

Can | finance a complete kit car purchase?

Yes, some dealers and manufacturers offer financing options for complete kit cars, and you
can also explore personal loans or specialized automotive financing.
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