
conflict and resolution in literature
Conflict and resolution in literature are essential components that drive narratives and
character development. They create tension, intrigue, and emotional engagement, allowing readers
to connect deeply with the story. In this article, we will explore the various types of conflict found in
literature, the importance of resolution, and how writers skillfully weave these elements into their
narratives to create compelling stories that resonate with audiences.

Understanding Conflict in Literature

Conflict is the struggle between opposing forces in a narrative, and it is a crucial element that
propels the plot forward. Without conflict, stories would lack drama and excitement, rendering them
unmemorable. Conflicts can arise from various sources, including character versus character,
character versus self, character versus society, and character versus nature.

Types of Conflict

Here are the primary types of conflict commonly found in literature:

Character vs. Character: This type of conflict involves a struggle between two characters,
often embodying opposing values or goals. Classic examples include the rivalry between Harry
Potter and Voldemort in J.K. Rowling's series or the tension between Elizabeth Bennet and Mr.
Darcy in Jane Austen's "Pride and Prejudice."

Character vs. Self: This internal conflict occurs when a character grapples with their own
thoughts, emotions, or desires. A notable example is in Shakespeare's "Hamlet," where the
protagonist struggles with his moral dilemmas and existential crises.

Character vs. Society: In this conflict, a character fights against societal norms, laws, or
beliefs. This can be seen in Harper Lee's "To Kill a Mockingbird," where Atticus Finch stands
against racial injustice in the Deep South.

Character vs. Nature: Here, characters confront natural forces or disasters, highlighting
humanity's vulnerability. Jack London’s "To Build a Fire" exemplifies this conflict, where the
protagonist faces the harsh realities of the Alaskan wilderness.

The Importance of Resolution

Once conflict has been established, the resolution becomes crucial in providing closure for the
narrative. Resolution resolves the tension built throughout the story, allowing characters and



readers to reflect on the journey. It can also offer moral lessons, emotional catharsis, or a deeper
understanding of the human condition.

Elements of Resolution

The resolution often consists of several key elements:

Climax: The climax is the turning point of the story, where the main conflict reaches its peak.1.
This moment is often the most intense and dramatic, setting the stage for the resolution.

Falling Action: After the climax, the falling action involves the events that lead to the2.
resolution. It helps to tie up any loose ends and transitions the story towards closure.

Denouement: The denouement is the final part of the narrative, where the story's conflicts3.
are resolved, and the characters' fates are revealed. It provides answers to lingering questions
and allows the reader to understand the implications of the story.

Conflict and Resolution in Character Development

Conflict and resolution are not just pivotal for plot advancement; they are also integral to character
development. Characters often undergo significant transformations as they navigate through
conflicts, which can lead to profound personal growth or tragic consequences.

Character Arcs and Growth

In literature, character arcs are the journeys that characters undertake, which are often defined by
the conflicts they face. Here are some common types of character arcs related to conflict and
resolution:

Positive Change Arc: In this arc, a character overcomes their internal or external conflicts,
leading to personal growth and positive change. For instance, in "A Christmas Carol,"
Ebenezer Scrooge evolves from a miserly curmudgeon to a generous and kind-hearted
individual.

Negative Change Arc: This arc showcases a character's descent into despair, failure, or
corruption, often as a result of unresolved conflicts. An example is Walter White in "Breaking
Bad," who transforms from a mild-mannered teacher into a ruthless drug lord.

Flat Arc: In a flat arc, the character remains largely unchanged despite the conflicts they
face. Instead, they serve as a catalyst for change in other characters. Sherlock Holmes is an
example of a flat arc character, as he consistently solves cases while remaining steadfast in his



traits.

Techniques for Crafting Conflict and Resolution

Writers employ various techniques to build and resolve conflict effectively, ensuring that their
stories remain engaging and impactful. Here are some methods:

Building Conflict

Foreshadowing: This technique subtly hints at upcoming conflicts, creating anticipation and
tension for readers. For example, in "Romeo and Juliet," early references to the feud between
the Montagues and Capulets foreshadow the tragic love story.

Raising Stakes: Increasing the stakes for the characters involved in the conflict can heighten
tension. This could involve introducing a time limit, a personal loss, or a moral dilemma that
forces characters to make difficult choices.

Creating Compelling Antagonists: A well-developed antagonist can intensify conflict and
make the resolution more satisfying. Characters like Voldemort or Iago from "Othello" are
examples of antagonists that drive the narrative and challenge protagonists significantly.

Resolving Conflict

Surprise Resolutions: Unexpected resolutions can keep readers engaged, turning the
narrative in an unforeseen direction. These twists can add depth to the story and challenge
readers' assumptions.

Symbolism and Theme: Using symbols and themes in the resolution can provide deeper
meaning and evoke emotional responses from readers. For example, in "The Great Gatsby,"
the green light symbolizes Gatsby's unattainable dreams, and its resolution reflects the theme
of the American Dream.

Character Dialogue: Dialogue can play a significant role in resolving conflicts, allowing
characters to express their feelings, confront their issues, and ultimately find closure.



Conclusion

In summary, conflict and resolution in literature are fundamental elements that shape stories
and drive character arcs. By understanding the types of conflict, the significance of resolution, and
the techniques for crafting both, writers can create narratives that resonate with readers on multiple
levels. The interplay between conflict and resolution not only enhances the emotional depth of a
story but also reflects the complexities of human experience—making literature a powerful medium
for exploring the struggles and triumphs of life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main types of conflict commonly found in
literature?
The main types of conflict in literature include person vs. person, person vs. self, person vs. society,
person vs. nature, and person vs. technology.

How does internal conflict enhance character development in
a story?
Internal conflict allows characters to confront their fears, desires, and moral dilemmas, leading to
personal growth and making their journey more relatable and engaging for readers.

What role does resolution play in the structure of a narrative?
Resolution provides closure to the story by addressing the conflicts faced by the characters, allowing
readers to understand the outcomes of the story's tensions and themes.

Can you give an example of a classic literary work that
explores conflict and resolution?
One classic example is 'Romeo and Juliet' by William Shakespeare, which portrays the conflict
between two feuding families and the tragic resolution that arises from their animosity.

How do authors use symbolism to represent conflict in their
works?
Authors often use symbolism, such as objects, colors, or settings, to represent larger themes of
conflict, helping to convey the emotional stakes and underlying tensions within the narrative.

What is the significance of resolution in the context of social
conflict in literature?
Resolution in social conflict literature often reflects societal changes or critiques, highlighting the



impact of collective struggles and the potential for reconciliation or ongoing discord.

How do different genres approach conflict and resolution?
Different genres approach conflict and resolution uniquely; for example, romance often resolves
conflicts through personal relationships, while thrillers may rely on action and suspense to drive
resolutions.

What impact does unresolved conflict have on a narrative?
Unresolved conflict can create a sense of ambiguity and provoke thought, leaving readers
questioning the implications and consequences of the characters' actions beyond the story's end.

How can understanding conflict and resolution improve a
reader's comprehension of a literary work?
Understanding conflict and resolution helps readers identify the central themes and character
motivations, leading to a deeper comprehension of the narrative's message and its emotional impact.
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