come ye children charles spurgeon

Come Ye Children Charles Spurgeon is a phrase that resonates deeply within
the Christian community, particularly among those familiar with the teachings
of one of the greatest preachers of the 19th century. Charles Haddon
Spurgeon, often referred to as the "Prince of Preachers," was known for his
ability to connect with audiences of all ages, but his heart for children was
especially notable. His sermon "Come Ye Children," delivered at the
Metropolitan Tabernacle in London, serves as a beautiful illustration of his
pastoral heart and theological depth. In this article, we will explore the
significance of this sermon, its themes, and its impact on both children and
adults alike.

Understanding the Context of Spurgeon's
Ministry

The Historical Background

Charles Spurgeon was born in 1834 in Kelvedon, Essex, England. His early life
was marked by a strong Christian influence, particularly from his grandfather
and father, both of whom were ministers. Spurgeon began preaching at the
tender age of 16, quickly gaining recognition for his powerful oratory skills
and deep theological insights. By the time he was 20, he became the pastor of
the New Park Street Chapel, which later transformed into the Metropolitan
Tabernacle.

During the Victorian era, a time marked by significant social and religious
change, Spurgeon's ministry stood out. He preached to thousands, emphasizing
the importance of personal faith in Christ and the need for the church to
engage with society, including its most vulnerable members—children.

The Importance of Children in Spurgeon's Theology

Spurgeon had a profound belief in the inherent value of children. He often
emphasized that children are not merely future adults but are valuable
members of the Kingdom of God in their own right. His sermon "Come Ye
Children" encapsulates this belief, urging both children and adults to come
to Christ with childlike faith.

In his view, children are capable of understanding the Gospel, and it 1is
essential for the church to present the message of salvation to them in an
accessible manner. Spurgeon believed that the simplicity of the Gospel could
connect with the hearts of children, fostering an early relationship with
Jesus.

The Themes of "Come Ye Children" Sermon

Spurgeon's sermon "Come Ye Children" is rich with themes that resonate across



generations. Below are some key themes that emerge from this powerful
message:

1. Invitation to Approach Christ

The central theme of Spurgeon's sermon is the invitation extended to children
(and by extension, all believers) to come to Jesus. He used biblical
references to illustrate that Jesus welcomed children and viewed them as
integral to His ministry.

— Matthew 19:14: "But Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to me and do
not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.’"

- Mark 10:16: "And he took them in his arms and began blessing them, laying
his hands on them."

Spurgeon emphasized that Jesus’s heart is open to children, encouraging them
to approach Him without fear or hesitation.

2. Childlike Faith

Another significant theme is the concept of childlike faith. Spurgeon
highlighted that children possess a natural inclination to trust and believe.
His message encouraged both children and adults to emulate this faith:

— Trust: Children trust their parents and caregivers without question, and
this trust is a model for how believers should approach God.

— Simplicity: The Gospel message is simple enough for a child to understand,
yet profound enough to transform lives.

Spurgeon's call was to cultivate a faith that does not overcomplicate the
core truths of the Gospel.

3. The Role of Parents and Guardians

Spurgeon also addressed the responsibility of parents and guardians in
nurturing children's faith. He believed that it is crucial for families to
create an environment where discussions about faith can flourish:

— Teaching: Parents should actively teach their children biblical truths and
share their own faith experiences.

— Modeling: Adults must model a life of faith, demonstrating what it means to
trust in God through challenges and joys.

Spurgeon’s sermon served as a reminder that parental influence is significant
in shaping a child’s understanding of God.

4. The Joy of Salvation

Spurgeon conveyed the joy that comes from salvation, emphasizing that it is a
gift freely given by God to all who believe, including children. This Jjoy is
contagious and should be shared within the community:



— Celebration of Faith: The church should celebrate the faith of children,
encouraging them to participate actively in the life of the church.

— Community Support: The Christian community plays a vital role in supporting
families and nurturing the faith of children.

The Impact of "Come Ye Children" on
Congregations

Spurgeon's sermon had a profound impact on his congregation and the broader
church community. The themes he articulated continue to influence how
churches approach children's ministry today.

1. Church Ministry to Children

The message of "Come Ye Children" spurred many churches to develop specific
ministries aimed at children. These ministries focus on:

- Bible Studies: Age-appropriate Bible teachings that engage children and
help them understand biblical principles.

— Worship Services: Family-friendly worship experiences that include
children, allowing them to participate actively.

2. Evangelistic Outreach

Spurgeon’s emphasis on children also influenced evangelistic efforts. Many
churches began to view children as a key demographic in outreach programs,
understanding that introducing children to the faith could lead to lifelong
discipleship.

— Vacation Bible Schools: These programs became popular as a way to reach
children during the summer months.

— Community Events: Churches organized events specifically for families,
creating opportunities for children to learn about Jesus.

3. Continuing the Legacy

Spurgeon’s heart for children continues to inspire modern-day preachers and
church leaders. His emphasis on the importance of childlike faith, the
welcoming nature of Christ, and the role of families in nurturing faith are
principles that remain relevant.

— Training for Leaders: Many churches provide training for children's
ministry leaders to ensure they can effectively communicate the Gospel to
young hearts.

— Resources for Parents: Churches often equip parents with resources to help
them foster their children's spiritual growth at home.



Conclusion

In summary, Come Ye Children Charles Spurgeon is not just a sermon but a
timeless call to embrace the innocence and faith of children in the Christian
journey. Spurgeon’s passionate plea for children to come to Christ reflects a
broader theology that values the contributions of every believer, regardless
of age. His teachings encourage the church to cultivate an environment of
faith that nurtures young hearts, ensuring that the message of the Gospel is
passed down through generations.

As we reflect on Spurgeon’s legacy, may we be inspired to create welcoming
spaces for children within our churches and families, inviting them to
experience the love of Christ in profound and transformative ways. In a world
that often overlooks the voices of the young, Spurgeon's message remains a
powerful reminder of their importance in the Kingdom of God.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Come Ye Children' by Charles Spurgeon about?

'Come Ye Children' is a sermon by Charles Spurgeon that addresses the
importance of children in the Christian faith, encouraging them to come to
Christ and emphasizing God's love and care for them.

When was 'Come Ye Children' preached by Spurgeon?

Charles Spurgeon delivered the sermon 'Come Ye Children' in 1856 during his
pastorate at the Metropolitan Tabernacle in London.

What themes are highlighted in Spurgeon's 'Come Ye
Children'?

The themes include the innocence of children, the need for salvation, the
unconditional love of God, and the importance of nurturing faith in young
hearts.

How does Spurgeon use Scripture in 'Come Ye
Children'?

Spurgeon references various biblical passages to support his message,
particularly focusing on Jesus' invitation to children and His teachings
about faith and humility.

What impact did 'Come Ye Children' have on children's
ministry?
The sermon inspired many churches to focus on children's ministry,

emphasizing the need to reach out to young people with the gospel and teach
them about God's love.



Is 'Come Ye Children' available in print or online?

Yes, 'Come Ye Children' is available in various formats, including printed
collections of Spurgeon's sermons and online through various Christian
literature websites.

What is the significance of the title 'Come Ye
Children'?

The title 'Come Ye Children' reflects the central call of the sermon,
inviting children to approach God with faith and highlighting their wvalue in
the eyes of the Lord.

How does Spurgeon address the role of parents in
'Come Ye Children'?

Spurgeon encourages parents to guide their children towards faith, providing
a nurturing environment where they can learn about God and develop a personal
relationship with Him.

What legacy has 'Come Ye Children' left in Christian
literature?

'Come Ye Children' remains a classic in Christian literature, often cited for
its heartfelt message and its role in advocating for children's spiritual
education and inclusion in the church.
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