
contact high a visual history of hip
hop

Contact High: A Visual History of Hip Hop is an enlightening exploration of
the evolution of hip hop culture, encapsulated through an extensive
collection of photographs, anecdotes, and insights from those who were
integral to the movement. Hip hop is more than just a genre of music; it is a
cultural phenomenon that has influenced fashion, language, and art across the
globe. This article delves into the origins, key figures, and lasting impact
of hip hop as depicted in the compelling narrative of "Contact High."

Origins of Hip Hop

Hip hop emerged in the 1970s in the South Bronx, New York City, amidst a
backdrop of socio-economic challenges and cultural change. The genre was born
from a confluence of various musical styles, including funk, soul, and disco.
DJs and MCs began to create a new sound, using turntables and sampling
techniques to produce beats that resonated with the youth.

The Birth of the Elements

Hip hop culture is defined by four primary elements:

1. MCing (Rapping): The vocal delivery of rhythmic and rhyming speech.
2. DJing: The art of creating music using turntables and mixers.
3. Breakdancing: A style of street dance characterized by athletic movements
and acrobatics.
4. Graffiti Art: Visual art that conveys messages and emotions, often seen on
walls and trains.

These elements came together to form a vibrant community centered around
expression, creativity, and resistance. The early pioneers of hip hop, such
as DJ Kool Herc, Grandmaster Flash, and Afrika Bambaataa, laid the groundwork
for the genre's development.

Photographic Documentation of Hip Hop

"Contact High" serves as a visual time capsule, capturing pivotal moments in
hip hop history through the lens of prominent photographers. The book
showcases the work of artists like David Corio, Janette Beckman, and Jonathan
Mannion, who have documented the scene from its inception to the present day.

Significant Photographers

- David Corio: Known for his intimate portraits of hip hop legends, Corio's
work captures the essence of the artists and their environments.
- Janette Beckman: Beckman’s photographs offer a glimpse into the raw energy
of the 1980s hip hop scene, showcasing fashion, style, and culture.



- Jonathan Mannion: Mannion is famous for his iconic album covers and
promotional images that have defined the visual language of hip hop.

These photographers not only documented the artists but also the communities
that surrounded them, revealing the socio-political contexts in which hip hop
thrived.

The Golden Age of Hip Hop

The late 1980s and early 1990s are often referred to as the "Golden Age" of
hip hop. During this period, the genre experienced a surge in creativity and
diversity, with the emergence of influential artists and groups that would
leave a lasting legacy.

Key Artists of the Golden Age

- Run-D.M.C.: Pioneers of the crossover appeal of hip hop, blending rock and
rap.
- A Tribe Called Quest: Known for their innovative sound and socially
conscious lyrics.
- Public Enemy: They used their music as a platform for political activism
and commentary.
- N.W.A: Pioneers of gangsta rap, they brought the realities of street life
to mainstream audiences.

The Golden Age was characterized by:

- Innovative Production: The use of sampling and new technology, which
allowed for more complex and layered sounds.
- Diverse Styles: The emergence of various sub-genres, including gangsta rap,
conscious rap, and alternative hip hop.
- Cultural Impact: Hip hop began to influence other music genres, fashion
trends, and social movements.

Visual Art and Hip Hop

Graffiti, often seen as the rebellious sibling of hip hop, plays a crucial
role in the visual representation of the culture. Artists like Keith Haring
and Jean-Michel Basquiat incorporated hip hop aesthetics into their work,
reflecting the vibrant street culture of New York City.

Graffiti as Expression

Graffiti art serves as a means of social commentary, allowing artists to
express their frustrations, aspirations, and experiences. The walls of urban
environments became canvases, telling stories of struggle, identity, and
community. Some key aspects of graffiti in hip hop culture include:

- Tagging: The signature style of graffiti artists, often seen as a form of
personal branding.



- Muralism: Large-scale artworks that depict narratives or themes relevant to
the community.
- Street Art: A broader category that includes various forms of visual
expression in public spaces.

Graffiti artists often collaborated with musicians, creating a symbiotic
relationship between the two art forms.

Hip Hop Fashion

Fashion has always been a significant aspect of hip hop culture, reflecting
the identity and ethos of the community. From oversized clothing to high-end
streetwear, hip hop has continually pushed the boundaries of style.

Evolution of Hip Hop Fashion

- The 1980s: Baggy jeans, colorful sneakers, and bold accessories became the
norm. Brands like Adidas and Puma gained prominence.
- The 1990s: Hip hop fashion became more mainstream, with artists like Tupac
and Biggie setting trends. Streetwear brands such as FUBU and Phat Farm
emerged.
- The 2000s and Beyond: High fashion began to embrace hip hop aesthetics,
with designers like Virgil Abloh and Kanye West blurring the lines between
streetwear and luxury fashion.

Today, hip hop fashion is a global phenomenon, influencing trends across the
world and inspiring countless designers.

Hip Hop’s Global Impact

The influence of hip hop extends far beyond the streets of New York City. As
the genre gained popularity, it transcended geographic boundaries, becoming a
global movement.

International Scenes

- France: Artists like IAM and NTM brought hip hop to the forefront of French
music, incorporating local languages and themes.
- Japan: Japanese hip hop artists fused traditional elements with
contemporary sounds, creating a unique cultural blend.
- South Africa: The genre became a voice for the marginalized, with artists
like Prophets of da City addressing socio-political issues.

Hip hop has also influenced other art forms, from dance to visual arts, and
has become a means of cultural exchange and expression for generations.



The Legacy of Hip Hop

As we look back at the visual history of hip hop through "Contact High," it
becomes clear that the culture has left an indelible mark on society. It has
shaped music, fashion, art, and language, serving as a powerful vehicle for
storytelling and social change.

Enduring Influence

- Cultural Reflection: Hip hop continues to reflect the realities of life,
addressing issues such as inequality, violence, and resilience.
- Continuous Evolution: The genre is constantly evolving, with new artists
and sounds emerging, ensuring its relevance.
- Community Building: Hip hop fosters a sense of belonging and identity among
its followers, creating spaces for expression and connection.

In conclusion, "Contact High: A Visual History of Hip Hop" provides an
invaluable perspective on the genre's evolution and impact. Through powerful
imagery and storytelling, it captures the essence of hip hop as a cultural
force that continues to inspire and resonate with people worldwide.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Contact High: A Visual History of Hip-Hop'?

'Contact High' is a photographic book that documents the evolution of hip-hop
culture through iconic images and stories from influential photographers and
artists.

Who are some of the photographers featured in
'Contact High'?

The book features renowned photographers such as Tadao Yoshikawa, Jonathan
Mannion, and Danny Hastings, who have captured pivotal moments in hip-hop
history.

What themes are explored in 'Contact High'?

The book explores themes such as identity, community, creativity, and the
cultural impact of hip-hop on society through visual storytelling.

How does 'Contact High' contribute to the
understanding of hip-hop culture?

'Contact High' provides a visual context that enhances the understanding of
hip-hop's cultural significance, showcasing its evolution and the artists who
shaped it.



Is 'Contact High' purely a photography book, or does
it include text?

In addition to stunning photographs, 'Contact High' includes essays and
personal stories from artists and photographers, providing deeper insights
into the images.

What impact has 'Contact High' had on hip-hop
scholarship?

'Contact High' has been praised for its contribution to hip-hop scholarship
by preserving visual history and inspiring further research into the genre's
cultural significance.

Who is the target audience for 'Contact High: A
Visual History of Hip-Hop'?

The target audience includes hip-hop enthusiasts, art lovers, historians, and
anyone interested in the cultural history of music and its visual
representation.

How does 'Contact High' reflect the diversity within
hip-hop culture?

'Contact High' highlights a wide range of artists from different backgrounds,
showcasing the diversity of voices and styles that contribute to the rich
tapestry of hip-hop.

What makes 'Contact High' a significant addition to
hip-hop literature?

'Contact High' is significant because it combines powerful visuals with
personal narratives, offering an intimate look at the lives and influences of
hip-hop artists across generations.
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