
colorado buffaloes quarterback history
Colorado Buffaloes quarterback history is a rich tapestry woven with the threads of triumph,
heartbreak, and remarkable individual performances. The University of Colorado Boulder has a storied
football program that has produced notable players, memorable games, and pivotal moments in
college football history. From the early days of the program to modern times, the role of the
quarterback has been crucial in shaping the identity and success of the Buffaloes.

Early Years and Development

The Colorado Buffaloes football program began in 1890, and during its early years, the quarterback
position was not as defined as it is today. However, as the game evolved, so did the role of the
quarterback.

The Birth of a Program

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, football was a different game. The forward pass was still a
novelty, and teams relied heavily on running plays. As the Buffaloes developed their strategies, the
quarterback's role slowly began to emerge.

Some of the notable early players included:

- Eugene "Gene" McGowan (1910-1912): Considered one of the first quarterbacks who demonstrated
leadership on the field, McGowan helped lay the foundation for the program’s future success.

- Warren "Bud" Davis (1930s): A significant player during the early years of college football, Davis was
known for his passing ability, which was rare for the time.

The Rise of the Buffaloes

The 1940s and 1950s marked a turning point for the Colorado Buffaloes, as the program began to
gain national prominence. This period saw the emergence of several quarterbacks who would leave a
lasting impact on the team.

Notable Quarterbacks of the 1940s and 1950s

- Byron "Bunny" Smith (1942-1944): Smith was pivotal in leading the Buffaloes to their first bowl
game in 1949, showcasing the team's potential on a national level.

- Dale B. "Duke" Daugherty (1954-1956): Daugherty helped solidify the Buffaloes' reputation in
college football, leading the team to several successful seasons.



Golden Era: The 1980s and 1990s

The Buffaloes enjoyed a golden era during the late 1980s and into the 1990s, culminating in a
national championship in 1990. The quarterback position was critical during this time, with several
standout players taking the helm.

Key Quarterbacks of the Golden Era

1. Sal Aunese (1983-1986): Aunese was known for his strong arm and ability to lead the team in
crucial moments. His leadership was instrumental in the Buffaloes' success during the mid-1980s.

2. Kordell Stewart (1991-1994): Perhaps one of the most famous quarterbacks in Colorado history,
Stewart was known for his dual-threat ability. He led the Buffaloes to a national championship in 1990
and is remembered for his incredible plays, including the famous "Hail Mary" against Michigan in
1994.

3. Bobby Pesavento (1998-2000): After Stewart, Pesavento took the reins and continued to build on
the program's legacy. His performance helped maintain the Buffaloes' competitive edge in the Big 12
Conference.

Transition and Challenges: The 2000s

After the glory years of the 1990s, the Buffaloes faced challenges in the 2000s. The quarterback
position became a revolving door, with various players trying to find their footing.

Quarterback Carousel

- Craig Ochs (2000-2002): Ochs had moments of brilliance but struggled with injuries and consistency.
His tenure highlighted the difficulties the program faced in maintaining top-tier quarterback play.

- Joel Klatt (2003-2005): Klatt emerged as a standout player during a tumultuous time. He led the
Buffaloes to the Big 12 Championship Game in 2005, showcasing his skills and determination.

- Brian White (2006): White had a brief stint as a starter, but the team struggled to regain its former
glory during this period.

Recent Developments: The 2010s and Beyond

The 2010s ushered in a new era for the Colorado Buffaloes, with a renewed focus on building a
competitive program. The quarterback position saw new faces and a shift in style.



Emerging Talents

1. Sefo Liufau (2013-2016): Liufau became a fan favorite and a key player for the Buffaloes. His
leadership helped guide the team to a successful 2016 season, culminating in a bowl game
appearance.

2. Steven Montez (2017-2019): Montez took over as the starting quarterback and showcased his
strong arm and athleticism. He set several passing records during his tenure and helped keep the
Buffaloes competitive in the Pac-12 Conference.

3. Brendon Lewis (2021-present): As a young quarterback, Lewis has shown flashes of potential. His
development is crucial for the Buffaloes as they seek to reclaim their place among the elite in college
football.

Influence on the Program and Legacy

The history of Colorado Buffaloes quarterbacks is not just about individual players; it is also about the
influence they have had on the program as a whole. The quarterback position has often been viewed
as the face of the team, and the successes and struggles of these players reflect broader trends
within the program.

The Importance of Quarterback Development

- Recruiting: The ability to recruit top-tier quarterbacks has been essential for the Buffaloes' success.
The program's emphasis on identifying and developing talent at this position has been a key factor in
its history.

- Coaching Philosophy: The coaching staff's approach to developing quarterbacks has evolved,
adapting to changes in offensive schemes and the overall style of play in college football.

- Fan Engagement: Quarterbacks often become fan favorites, and their performances can significantly
impact attendance and support for the program.

Conclusion

The Colorado Buffaloes quarterback history is a testament to the evolution of college football and the
importance of the quarterback position. From the early days of the program to the modern era, the
Buffaloes have seen a variety of quarterbacks who have left their mark on the field. As the program
continues to develop and adapt, the legacy of these quarterbacks will remain a vital part of Colorado
Buffaloes football, inspiring future generations of players and fans alike. The journey of the Buffaloes
is ongoing, and the next chapter awaits with fresh talent and renewed aspirations.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the starting quarterback for the Colorado Buffaloes
during their 1990 national championship season?
The starting quarterback for the Colorado Buffaloes during their 1990 national championship season
was Darian Hagan.

What notable achievement did Cordell Stewart accomplish as
the Colorado Buffaloes quarterback?
Cordell Stewart is known for his 'Hail Mary' pass to Michael Westbrook that led to a dramatic victory
over Michigan in 1994.

Which Colorado Buffaloes quarterback set the school record
for most career touchdown passes?
As of October 2023, the record for most career touchdown passes by a Colorado Buffaloes
quarterback is held by Steven Montez.

Who was the Colorado Buffaloes quarterback before Steven
Montez?
Before Steven Montez, the starting quarterback for the Colorado Buffaloes was Sefo Liufau.

What impact did Kordell Stewart have on the Colorado
Buffaloes program?
Kordell Stewart had a significant impact as he led the Buffaloes to multiple bowl games and is
remembered as one of the program's most dynamic quarterbacks.

In which year did the Colorado Buffaloes last win the Big 12
Conference with a standout quarterback performance?
The Colorado Buffaloes last won the Big 12 Conference in 2001, with quarterback Craig Ochs leading
the team.

Which quarterback was known for his dual-threat capabilities
with the Colorado Buffaloes?
Darian Hagan was known for his dual-threat capabilities, excelling as both a passer and a runner
during his time with the Buffaloes.



What is a significant record held by former Colorado Buffaloes
quarterback Steven Montez?
Steven Montez holds the record for the most passing yards in a single season for the Colorado
Buffaloes, achieving over 3,800 yards in 2018.
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