
concise oxford dictionary of linguistics

concise oxford dictionary of linguistics is an essential resource for students, educators,
and professionals in the field of linguistics. This authoritative dictionary offers clear and
concise definitions of key linguistic terms and concepts, making it invaluable for anyone
seeking to understand the science of language. The dictionary covers a broad range of
topics from phonetics to syntax, semantics to sociolinguistics, reflecting the diverse nature
of linguistic study. Its accessibility and comprehensive scope make it a preferred reference
for quick and reliable explanations. This article explores the features, benefits, and practical
uses of the concise oxford dictionary of linguistics, as well as its significance in academic
and professional contexts. Detailed insights into its content structure and user advantages
will also be discussed to highlight why it remains a top choice among linguistic resources.
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Overview of the Concise Oxford Dictionary of
Linguistics
The concise oxford dictionary of linguistics is a compact yet comprehensive reference work
designed to provide clear definitions and explanations of linguistic terms. Compiled by
experts in the field, it serves as a reliable guide for understanding complex linguistic
phenomena. The dictionary is particularly valued for its concise entries that balance brevity
with sufficient detail, making it ideal for quick consultation during study or research. It
reflects contemporary linguistic theory and terminology, ensuring relevance for modern
users. Its organization follows an alphabetical format, facilitating easy navigation and
efficient access to information.

History and Development
Originally developed as part of the Oxford reference series, the concise oxford dictionary of
linguistics has undergone multiple revisions to incorporate advances in linguistic research.
Each edition updates terminology and adds new entries to encompass evolving linguistic
paradigms. The dictionary’s development involved collaboration among linguists



specializing in various subfields, ensuring comprehensive coverage and accuracy. This
historical evolution underscores its commitment to maintaining authoritative and up-to-date
content.

Target Audience
This dictionary is tailored to meet the needs of a diverse audience, including undergraduate
and graduate students of linguistics, language educators, translators, and language
enthusiasts. Its clear and accessible language makes it suitable for beginners, while the
depth of information caters to more advanced users. The concise oxford dictionary of
linguistics is also a valuable tool for professionals conducting research or requiring precise
linguistic terminology in their work.

Key Features and Content Coverage
The concise oxford dictionary of linguistics offers a range of features that distinguish it from
other linguistic reference works. It provides succinct yet comprehensive definitions that
clarify complex linguistic concepts without overwhelming the reader. The content spans
multiple linguistic disciplines, ensuring broad applicability across different branches of
language study.

Comprehensive Terminology
The dictionary includes terminology from core linguistic fields such as phonetics,
phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, and pragmatics. It also covers specialized areas
like sociolinguistics, psycholinguistics, historical linguistics, and computational linguistics.
This extensive coverage allows users to find definitions relevant to both theoretical and
applied linguistics.

Clear and Concise Explanations
Each entry is crafted to convey essential information in an accessible manner. The concise
oxford dictionary of linguistics avoids unnecessary jargon while maintaining academic rigor,
making it easier for readers to grasp complex ideas. Explanations often include examples to
illustrate usage and context.

Supplementary Information
In addition to definitions, the dictionary frequently provides related terms, cross-references,
and brief notes on the historical or theoretical background of concepts. This enriches the
user’s understanding and encourages further exploration of linguistic topics.



Importance in Linguistic Studies and Research
The concise oxford dictionary of linguistics is a fundamental tool in academic settings,
supporting both teaching and research activities. Its authoritative content helps standardize
terminology, which is crucial for clear communication among linguists.

Support for Academic Learning
Students rely on the dictionary to clarify unfamiliar terms encountered in textbooks,
lectures, and research articles. Its concise nature makes it ideal for quick reference during
study sessions or exam preparation. By providing accurate definitions, it aids in building a
solid foundational understanding of linguistics.

Enhancement of Research Quality
Researchers benefit from the dictionary’s precise and up-to-date terminology when writing
papers, preparing presentations, or conducting linguistic analysis. The resource ensures
consistency in language use, which enhances the clarity and credibility of scholarly work.

Facilitating Interdisciplinary Communication
The dictionary’s coverage of diverse linguistic subfields supports interdisciplinary
collaboration by providing a common vocabulary. This is particularly valuable in areas such
as cognitive science, anthropology, and computer science, where linguistics intersects with
other disciplines.

How to Use the Concise Oxford Dictionary of
Linguistics Effectively
Maximizing the benefits of the concise oxford dictionary of linguistics involves strategic use
tailored to one’s specific needs. Understanding how to navigate the dictionary and interpret
its entries enhances its utility.

Efficient Navigation
The alphabetical arrangement allows users to locate terms quickly. Familiarity with
linguistic terminology can further speed up the search process. Using cross-references
within entries can lead to a broader understanding of related concepts.

Integrating Definitions into Study
Rather than merely reading definitions, users should consider the context and examples



provided to deepen comprehension. Creating notes or flashcards based on dictionary
entries can reinforce learning and retention.

Utilizing for Writing and Research
When preparing academic work, consulting the dictionary ensures accurate usage of
linguistic terms. Incorporating precise definitions helps clarify arguments and supports the
presentation of evidence. The dictionary can also serve as a benchmark for consistency in
terminology throughout a document.

Comparisons with Other Linguistic Dictionaries
While there are several linguistic dictionaries available, the concise oxford dictionary of
linguistics stands out for its balance between comprehensiveness and brevity. It is useful to
compare its features with those of other notable references to understand its unique
advantages.

Conciseness vs. Exhaustiveness
Unlike more exhaustive linguistic encyclopedias, the concise oxford dictionary of linguistics
prioritizes brevity and clarity. This makes it more accessible for quick reference, although it
may not provide the extensive detail found in larger works.

Authoritativeness and Editorial Quality
Published by Oxford University Press, the dictionary benefits from rigorous editorial
standards and expert contributors. This level of quality control ensures reliability compared
to some other dictionaries that might lack scholarly oversight.

Coverage of Modern Linguistic Trends
The dictionary regularly updates its content to reflect current linguistic trends and
terminology. Some older or less frequently revised dictionaries may not capture recent
developments as effectively.

Practical Applications and User Benefits
The practical value of the concise oxford dictionary of linguistics extends beyond academic
environments, proving useful in various professional and educational contexts.



Language Teaching and Curriculum Development
Educators use the dictionary to clarify linguistic concepts for students and to design
curricula that incorporate accurate terminology. Its user-friendly format supports teaching
at different educational levels.

Translation and Language Services
Translators and language professionals rely on the dictionary to understand and convey
nuanced linguistic meanings accurately. It aids in maintaining fidelity to source texts by
clarifying technical terms.

Self-Study and Lifelong Learning
Language enthusiasts and independent learners benefit from the dictionary as a
trustworthy resource for expanding their linguistic knowledge. Its concise explanations
facilitate self-paced study without requiring supplementary materials.

Key Benefits Summarized

Comprehensive yet concise linguistic definitions

Up-to-date terminology reflecting current research

Accessible language suitable for various expertise levels

Cross-disciplinary utility supporting related fields

Reliable editorial standards ensuring quality and accuracy

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Concise Oxford Dictionary of Linguistics?
The Concise Oxford Dictionary of Linguistics is a comprehensive reference book that
provides clear and concise definitions of terms and concepts used in the field of linguistics.

Who authored the Concise Oxford Dictionary of
Linguistics?
The Concise Oxford Dictionary of Linguistics was authored by P.H. Matthews, a renowned
linguist known for his expertise in the field.



What topics are covered in the Concise Oxford
Dictionary of Linguistics?
The dictionary covers a wide range of topics including phonetics, phonology, syntax,
semantics, morphology, sociolinguistics, psycholinguistics, and historical linguistics.

How is the Concise Oxford Dictionary of Linguistics
useful for students?
It serves as a valuable resource for students by providing accurate and accessible
explanations of linguistic terms, helping them understand complex concepts and
terminology used in their studies.

Is the Concise Oxford Dictionary of Linguistics regularly
updated?
Yes, the Concise Oxford Dictionary of Linguistics is periodically updated to include new
developments and emerging terms in the field of linguistics, ensuring it remains relevant
and up-to-date.

Additional Resources
1. The Cambridge Encyclopedia of Language
This comprehensive volume offers an accessible introduction to the study of language and
linguistics. It covers a wide range of topics, from phonetics and syntax to language
acquisition and sociolinguistics. The book is richly illustrated and designed for both students
and general readers interested in how language works.

2. An Introduction to Linguistics
This book provides a clear and concise overview of the fundamental concepts in linguistics.
It explores key areas such as morphology, phonology, semantics, and pragmatics with
practical examples. Ideal for beginners, it also includes exercises to reinforce learning and
promote critical thinking about language.

3. The Oxford Dictionary of Language and Linguistics
A comprehensive reference work that covers a vast array of linguistic terms and concepts.
This dictionary is invaluable for students, teachers, and researchers seeking precise
definitions and explanations of linguistic phenomena. It also includes entries on influential
linguists and key theories.

4. Language: The Cultural Tool
Written by renowned linguist Daniel L. Everett, this book argues that language is shaped by
culture rather than an innate biological blueprint. It challenges traditional views of
linguistics and offers a fresh perspective on how language evolves and functions in human
societies. The book is engaging and thought-provoking for both linguists and general
readers.

5. Introducing Phonology



This introductory text presents the essential principles of phonology, the study of sound
systems in languages. It explains how sounds are organized and used to convey meaning,
with clear examples and diagrams. The book is suitable for students new to linguistics and
those interested in speech and language disorders.

6. Language Universals and Linguistic Typology
This work explores the common structural features found across the world's languages and
how they can be classified into different types. It provides an in-depth analysis of language
patterns and their implications for understanding linguistic diversity. The book is important
for anyone studying comparative linguistics or language typology.

7. The Handbook of Sociolinguistics
A detailed guide to the study of language in its social context, this handbook covers topics
such as language variation, bilingualism, and language policy. It brings together
contributions from leading experts, offering theoretical insights and practical research
methods. The book is essential for sociolinguistics students and researchers.

8. Syntax: A Generative Introduction
This book introduces the principles of generative syntax, focusing on the structure of
sentences and how they are formed. It presents complex concepts in an accessible manner,
with exercises that encourage hands-on learning. Suitable for advanced undergraduates or
graduate students, it is a staple in linguistics education.

9. Semantics: A Coursebook
A clear and concise introduction to the study of meaning in language, this coursebook
covers key topics such as reference, truth conditions, and implicature. It combines
theoretical explanations with practical exercises, helping readers develop a solid
understanding of semantic analysis. The book is ideal for students beginning their study of
semantics.
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