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Contemporary Moral Problems: 10th Revised Edition explores a wide array of ethical dilemmas
that challenge our understanding of morality in the modern world. This comprehensive anthology,
edited by James E. White, serves as a vital resource for students, educators, and anyone interested in
the complexities of contemporary ethics. In this article, we will delve into the key themes, notable
contributors, and the structure of the 10th revised edition while also discussing its relevance in
today’s society.

Understanding Contemporary Moral Problems

Ethics is a dynamic field, constantly evolving with societal changes, technological advancements, and
cultural shifts. The 10th revised edition of Contemporary Moral Problems seeks to highlight these
changes through a carefully curated selection of essays and discussions that address pressing moral
issues. The anthology covers a range of topics, encouraging critical thinking and thoughtful debate.

Key Themes Explored

The anthology is organized around several key themes that reflect the multifaceted nature of moral
dilemmas in the contemporary world. Some of the major themes include:

1. Social Justice and Equality: The quest for equality and justice remains a pressing issue globally.
Topics discussed include racial justice, gender equality, and LGBTQ+ rights.

2. Environmental Ethics: With the rising awareness of climate change and environmental degradation,
essays in this section tackle the moral responsibilities humans have towards the planet and future
generations.

3. Bioethics: Advances in medical technology and genetics raise new ethical questions. The
discussions include topics such as euthanasia, abortion, and genetic engineering.

4. Globalization and Ethics: As the world becomes increasingly interconnected, issues such as
poverty, human rights, and global trade ethics are examined.

5. Technology and Ethics: The rapid advancement of technology poses unique moral questions,
particularly in areas like artificial intelligence, privacy, and cybersecurity.

Notable Contributors

The 10th revised edition features essays from renowned philosophers, ethicists, and social
commentators. Each contributor brings a unique perspective to the discussion, enriching the reader's



understanding of contemporary moral issues. Some notable contributors include:

- Peter Singer: Known for his work on utilitarianism and animal rights, Singer's essays challenge
readers to reconsider their ethical obligations towards all sentient beings.

- Martha Nussbaum: A prominent philosopher, Nussbaum's work emphasizes the importance of
compassion and emotional understanding in ethical decision-making.

- Michael Sandel: Sandel is well-known for his critique of market-driven ethics and advocates for a
more community-focused moral framework.

- Judith Jarvis Thomson: An influential figure in bioethics, Thomson's contributions often center around
issues like abortion and personal autonomy.

Each contributor not only presents their viewpoint but also engages with opposing arguments,
encouraging readers to explore various sides of moral debates.

Structure of the 10th Revised Edition

The anthology is structured in a way that facilitates both classroom discussion and individual
reflection. The organization of the book is as follows:

1. Introduction: Sets the stage for the discussion of contemporary moral problems, outlining the
importance of ethics in modern society.

2. Part I: Ethical Theories: This section provides foundational knowledge about various ethical
theories, including utilitarianism, deontology, virtue ethics, and care ethics. Understanding these
frameworks is crucial for analyzing the moral problems presented later in the book.

3. Part II: Specific Moral Issues: This is the core of the anthology, divided into thematic chapters that
tackle specific moral dilemmas. Each chapter typically includes:

- Introduction to the Topic: Brief overview of the moral issue at hand.
- Essays from Various Perspectives: Multiple essays presenting differing viewpoints on the issue.
- Discussion Questions: Thought-provoking questions designed to stimulate classroom dialogue or
personal reflection.

4. Part III: Conclusion: Summarizes the key themes discussed and encourages readers to apply the
ethical principles learned to real-world situations.

Relevance in Today’s Society

The importance of Contemporary Moral Problems: 10th Revised Edition cannot be overstated, as it
addresses ethical issues that resonate deeply within today's context. Here are several reasons why
this anthology remains relevant:

- Educational Resource: It serves as an essential textbook for courses in ethics, philosophy, and social



studies, providing students with the tools to engage thoughtfully with complex moral dilemmas.

- Promotes Critical Thinking: By presenting multiple viewpoints, the anthology encourages readers to
think critically and develop their own ethical positions.

- Encourages Dialogue: The inclusion of discussion questions fosters dialogue among readers, making
it suitable for both classroom and informal settings.

- Adaptability to Current Events: The themes and issues discussed can be directly applied to
contemporary news stories, making the content timely and applicable.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Contemporary Moral Problems: 10th Revised Edition is a significant contribution to the
field of ethics, effectively addressing the multifaceted moral dilemmas we face in the 21st century.
Through its comprehensive structure, diverse range of topics, and esteemed contributors, the
anthology provides invaluable insight into the complexities of morality in our modern world. By
engaging with the issues presented in this text, readers are better equipped to navigate the ethical
challenges of their lives and contribute meaningfully to society.

Whether you are a student, educator, or simply someone interested in the ethical questions of our
time, this anthology is a crucial resource for fostering understanding and encouraging thoughtful
engagement with contemporary moral problems.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'Contemporary Moral
Problems 10th Revised Edition'?
The book covers various themes such as bioethics, environmental ethics, social justice, and the
implications of technology on moral decision-making.

How does the 10th edition address changes in societal
attitudes towards moral issues?
The 10th edition includes updated case studies and discussions reflecting contemporary societal
changes, such as attitudes towards LGBTQ+ rights, racial justice, and climate change.

Who are the contributors to the 10th revised edition, and
what are their backgrounds?
The contributors include prominent philosophers and ethicists with expertise in various fields such as
law, healthcare, and environmental studies.



Does the book provide practical examples for understanding
moral dilemmas?
Yes, it features numerous real-life scenarios and case studies to illustrate moral dilemmas,
encouraging readers to apply ethical theories to practical situations.

What ethical theories are discussed in 'Contemporary Moral
Problems'?
The book discusses a range of ethical theories including utilitarianism, deontology, virtue ethics, and
feminist ethics, providing a comprehensive view of moral reasoning.

How does the book approach the topic of bioethics?
It addresses bioethical issues such as medical consent, genetic engineering, and end-of-life decisions,
promoting critical thinking about the moral implications of advancements in healthcare.

Are there any discussions on technology's impact on morality
in the 10th edition?
Yes, the edition explores how technology affects privacy, surveillance, artificial intelligence, and the
ethical responsibilities of tech companies.

What role does cultural relativism play in the discussions
within the book?
The book examines cultural relativism by discussing how moral values can vary across cultures and
the challenges this poses for universal ethical standards.

Is there a focus on environmental ethics in this edition?
Absolutely, the 10th edition emphasizes environmental ethics, discussing moral responsibilities
towards the planet, sustainability, and intergenerational justice.
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