common sense by thomas paine

Common Sense is a pivotal pamphlet written by Thomas Paine in 1776 that
played a crucial role in galvanizing public opinion towards independence from
British rule. This revolutionary work not only articulated the philosophical
underpinnings of the American Revolution but also provided a compelling
argument for the practical necessity of independence. Paine’s ability to
communicate complex ideas in a straightforward, accessible manner helped to
inspire a fledgling nation to seek self-governance and reject the monarchy.

The Historical Context of Common Sense

To fully understand the significance of Common Sense, one must consider the
historical backdrop of the time. The 18th century was a period of political
turmoil and emerging Enlightenment thought, which emphasized reason,
individual rights, and skepticism of traditional authority.

The Rise of Enlightenment Thought

The Enlightenment was an intellectual movement that encouraged individuals to
use reason and scientific thought to challenge established norms. Key figures
such as John Locke, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, and Voltaire influenced Paine's
writing. Their ideas about natural rights and social contracts laid the
foundation for revolutionary thought.

- Natural Rights: The belief that individuals possess inherent rights, such
as life, liberty, and property.

- Social Contract: The idea that governments derive their legitimacy from the
consent of the governed.

Paine incorporated these Enlightenment principles into Common Sense, arguing
that a government should exist to protect the rights of its citizens and that
it must be accountable to them.

The American Colonies Under British Rule

By the mid-18th century, the American colonies were growing increasingly
discontented with British governance. Various acts imposed by the British
Parliament, such as the Stamp Act and the Townshend Acts, fueled resentment
among colonists who felt their rights were being infringed upon without
proper representation.

Key grievances included:



1. Taxation Without Representation: Colonists were being taxed by a

government in which they had no representation.
2. Military Presence: The Quartering Act forced colonists to house British

troops, which many saw as an infringement on their rights.
3. Economic Control: British trade policies limited the colonies' economic

freedom and growth.

These issues set the stage for Paine’s arguments in Common Sense, as he
sought to unite the colonies against a common enemy.



