
a dictionary of intermediate japanese grammar

a dictionary of intermediate japanese grammar serves as an essential resource for learners aiming to

deepen their understanding of Japanese language structures beyond the basics. This comprehensive

guide focuses on the intermediate level, bridging the gap between elementary grammar and advanced

usage. It systematically presents grammar points, their meanings, usages, and contextual examples,

facilitating effective language acquisition. The dictionary format allows learners to quickly find and

study specific grammar constructs, making it a practical tool for both classroom study and self-directed

learning. Emphasizing clarity and thorough explanations, this resource enhances comprehension of

complex grammatical forms and nuances. The following sections explore the structure, key features,

and practical applications of a dictionary of intermediate Japanese grammar.

Understanding the Structure of a Dictionary of Intermediate Japanese Grammar

Key Grammar Points Covered at the Intermediate Level

How to Use a Dictionary of Intermediate Japanese Grammar Effectively

Benefits of Using a Dictionary for Intermediate Japanese Learners

Additional Resources to Complement a Dictionary of Intermediate Japanese Grammar

Understanding the Structure of a Dictionary of Intermediate

Japanese Grammar

A dictionary of intermediate Japanese grammar is organized to facilitate easy navigation and



comprehensive learning. Typically, entries are arranged alphabetically or by grammar categories, such

as particles, verb forms, and sentence patterns. Each entry includes the grammar point, its

explanation, example sentences, and usage notes. This structured approach allows learners to focus

on specific grammar elements relevant to their learning needs.

Alphabetical and Thematic Organization

The dictionary often employs an alphabetical arrangement of grammar points, making it straightforward

to locate entries based on the Japanese term or grammatical concept. Alternatively, some dictionaries

categorize grammar points thematically, grouping related structures together, which aids in

understanding their comparative usage and nuances.

Detailed Explanations and Examples

Each grammar entry provides a clear definition, followed by detailed explanations of usage rules,

exceptions, and common contexts. Example sentences illustrate how the grammar point functions in

natural Japanese, often accompanied by English translations to clarify meaning. This method

enhances practical comprehension and application.

Usage Notes and Nuances

Intermediate grammar often involves subtle distinctions and exceptions. The dictionary includes usage

notes highlighting these nuances, such as differences in formality, connotation, or regional variations.

These annotations are crucial for mastering intermediate-level Japanese grammar accurately.

Key Grammar Points Covered at the Intermediate Level

A dictionary of intermediate Japanese grammar encompasses a wide range of grammar points that

expand a learner’s expressive ability. This section outlines some of the critical grammatical structures



commonly addressed at the intermediate stage.

Complex Verb Conjugations

Intermediate grammar introduces advanced verb forms beyond the polite and plain styles, such as the

causative, passive, potential, and causative-passive constructions. Understanding these forms enables

learners to express causation, possibility, permission, and passive actions effectively.

Conditional and Hypothetical Expressions

Grammar points that express conditions and hypothetical situations, such as ～たら (tara), ～ば (ba), ～と

(to), and ～なら (nara), are a focus area. These forms have distinct nuances and usage contexts, which

are thoroughly explained in the dictionary.

Conjunctions and Sentence Connectors

Intermediate learners encounter various conjunctions that link ideas, express contrast, cause, and

effect, or indicate sequence. Examples include ～けれども (keredomo), ～のに (noni), ～から (kara), and ～の

で (node). Mastery of these connectors is essential for coherent and natural Japanese communication.

Particles and Their Advanced Uses

Particles are fundamental in Japanese grammar, and intermediate-level study involves understanding

their nuanced uses. Particles like は (wa), が (ga), も (mo), まで (made), and だけ (dake) gain complexity

in intermediate grammar, requiring detailed explanation and practice.



How to Use a Dictionary of Intermediate Japanese Grammar

Effectively

To maximize the benefits of a dictionary of intermediate Japanese grammar, learners should adopt

strategic approaches tailored to their study goals. This section outlines practical methods for effective

utilization.

Targeted Lookup for Specific Grammar Points

When encountering unfamiliar grammar during reading or conversation, learners can refer to the

dictionary for precise definitions and usage examples. This targeted approach reinforces understanding

and retention.

Systematic Study and Review

Using the dictionary as a study tool involves regularly reviewing grammar entries in a structured

sequence. This methodical study helps build a solid foundation and gradually integrates complex

grammar into active use.

Incorporating Examples into Practice

Learners should actively use example sentences from the dictionary to practice speaking and writing.

Reproducing these sentences and creating new ones fosters deeper comprehension and fluency.

Combining with Other Learning Resources

While the dictionary is invaluable, combining it with textbooks, language classes, and conversation

practice enhances overall language proficiency. This multi-faceted approach addresses different

learning styles and reinforces grammar knowledge.



Benefits of Using a Dictionary for Intermediate Japanese

Learners

A dictionary of intermediate Japanese grammar offers numerous advantages that support efficient and

effective language learning at this stage.

Comprehensive Coverage: It provides detailed explanations of a wide range of grammar points

necessary for intermediate proficiency.

Convenient Reference: The dictionary format allows quick access to specific grammar topics

without navigating lengthy texts.

Clarification of Nuances: It highlights subtle distinctions and usage contexts that are often

challenging for learners.

Enhanced Retention: Organized entries with examples promote better memory and application of

grammar rules.

Self-Paced Learning: Learners can study independently, focusing on areas that require

improvement.

Additional Resources to Complement a Dictionary of

Intermediate Japanese Grammar

To further support learning, various supplementary materials can be used alongside a dictionary of

intermediate Japanese grammar. These resources provide diverse perspectives and practice

opportunities.



Textbooks and Workbooks

Structured textbooks and workbooks designed for intermediate learners offer graded lessons that

complement dictionary entries. They provide exercises and contextual learning to reinforce grammar

skills.

Language Apps and Online Platforms

Digital tools and apps offer interactive grammar exercises, quizzes, and flashcards. These platforms

can track progress and provide instant feedback, enhancing grammar acquisition efficiency.

Japanese Media and Reading Materials

Engaging with authentic Japanese content such as books, articles, and multimedia helps apply

grammar knowledge in real-world contexts. Exposure to natural language use deepens understanding

and practical skills.

Language Exchange and Tutoring

Conversing with native speakers or tutors provides invaluable feedback and real-time practice of

intermediate grammar. This interaction strengthens communicative competence and confidence.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'A Dictionary of Intermediate Japanese Grammar'?

'A Dictionary of Intermediate Japanese Grammar' is a comprehensive reference book that explains

intermediate-level Japanese grammar points with clear explanations and example sentences.



Who are the authors of 'A Dictionary of Intermediate Japanese

Grammar'?

The book is authored by Seiichi Makino and Michio Tsutsui, renowned linguists specializing in

Japanese language education.

How is 'A Dictionary of Intermediate Japanese Grammar' different from

beginner grammar books?

It covers more complex grammar points that go beyond basic sentence structures, providing nuanced

explanations and usage notes suitable for intermediate learners.

Is 'A Dictionary of Intermediate Japanese Grammar' suitable for self-

study?

Yes, it is designed for self-study with clear definitions, example sentences, and cross-references,

making it an excellent resource for independent learners.

Does 'A Dictionary of Intermediate Japanese Grammar' include

example sentences in Japanese and English?

Yes, the book provides example sentences in Japanese with English translations to help learners

understand the context and proper usage.

Can 'A Dictionary of Intermediate Japanese Grammar' be used

alongside other JLPT study materials?

Absolutely. It complements JLPT study by explaining grammar points that appear in JLPT N4 and N3

levels and helps deepen understanding.



What topics are covered in 'A Dictionary of Intermediate Japanese

Grammar'?

The book covers various grammar topics including verb forms, particles, conjunctions, conditionals,

honorifics, and more, focusing on intermediate-level grammar.

Is there a digital or app version of 'A Dictionary of Intermediate

Japanese Grammar'?

As of now, the book is primarily available in print, but some digital versions may be found through e-

book retailers; however, no official dedicated app exists.

How can 'A Dictionary of Intermediate Japanese Grammar' help

improve Japanese writing and speaking skills?

By studying detailed grammar explanations and practicing with example sentences, learners can

enhance their sentence construction, fluency, and overall communication skills.

Are there any follow-up books after 'A Dictionary of Intermediate

Japanese Grammar' for advanced learners?

Yes, the authors have also published 'A Dictionary of Advanced Japanese Grammar,' which covers

more complex grammar points suitable for advanced learners.

Additional Resources

1. A Dictionary of Basic Japanese Grammar

This book serves as an essential foundation for learners beginning their journey into Japanese

grammar. It explains fundamental grammar points clearly and concisely, with plenty of example

sentences. Ideal for beginners, it covers particles, verb forms, and sentence structures that are crucial



for building a strong grammatical base.

2. A Dictionary of Advanced Japanese Grammar

Designed for advanced learners, this book delves into complex grammatical constructions and

nuances in the Japanese language. It provides detailed explanations and examples, helping learners

to understand subtle differences and sophisticated usage. This resource is perfect for those aiming to

polish their skills for academic or professional purposes.

3. Japanese Sentence Patterns for Effective Communication

This book focuses on practical sentence patterns that enhance communication skills in Japanese. It

breaks down various sentence structures used in daily conversation, business, and formal situations.

With exercises and examples, it helps learners apply grammar points in real-life contexts.

4. Japanese Grammar Dictionary

A comprehensive reference book that covers a wide range of grammar points from beginner to

intermediate levels. The dictionary format allows for easy lookup of grammar terms and explanations.

It’s a handy tool for self-study and quick clarification during reading or writing.

5. An Introduction to Japanese Grammar and Communication Strategies

This book introduces essential grammar points alongside useful communication strategies. It aims to

improve not only grammatical knowledge but also practical language use. The book includes

dialogues, practice exercises, and cultural notes to aid understanding.

6. Essential Grammar for Japanese Language Learners

Targeted at intermediate learners, this book provides clear explanations of key grammar structures

needed to advance fluency. It emphasizes comprehension and usage through examples and practice

questions. The book also addresses common mistakes and how to avoid them.

7. Intermediate Japanese: Grammar and Vocabulary

Focusing on the intermediate level, this book combines grammar explanations with vocabulary

building. It covers a variety of grammatical forms and expressions that are vital for progressing beyond



the basics. Each chapter includes exercises to reinforce learning and improve retention.

8. Practical Japanese Grammar: A Self-Teaching Guide

This self-teaching guide offers a step-by-step approach to mastering Japanese grammar. It is suitable

for intermediate learners who want a structured and practical method to study. The book includes

quizzes, examples, and tips to facilitate independent learning.

9. Japanese Grammar Patterns for Speaking: Intermediate to Advanced

This book targets learners looking to improve their spoken Japanese through understanding grammar

patterns. It explains various sentence constructions that appear frequently in conversation and

provides practice dialogues. The focus is on natural usage and fluency enhancement for intermediate

to advanced students.
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