
351st special warfare training squadron
351st Special Warfare Training Squadron is a critical component of the United States
Air Force, dedicated to training elite personnel for special operations. This squadron plays
a vital role in preparing airmen to perform missions that are often complex and require a
high level of skill, adaptability, and resilience. The 351st Special Warfare Training
Squadron specializes in a variety of training programs that equip airmen with the
necessary tools to succeed in challenging environments, whether it's in combat zones or
humanitarian missions.

History of the 351st Special Warfare Training
Squadron

The 351st Special Warfare Training Squadron has a rich history that reflects the evolution
of special operations training in the U.S. Air Force.

Formation and Early Years

- Established in the late 20th century, the squadron was created in response to the
growing need for specialized training in unconventional warfare.
- Initially, the squadron focused on basic special operations training, which included
survival skills, advanced tactics, and physical conditioning.

Growth and Development

- As global conflicts evolved, so did the training focus of the 351st, adapting to new
technologies and methodologies.
- The squadron expanded its curriculum to include advanced combat techniques, counter-
terrorism tactics, and joint operations with other branches of the military.

Training Programs Offered

The 351st Special Warfare Training Squadron is known for its rigorous and comprehensive
training programs designed to prepare airmen for the demands of special operations.

Specialized Training Courses

The squadron offers a variety of specialized training courses that include:



1. Pararescue Training: Focused on preparing airmen to become Pararescue Jumpers
(PJs), this course includes:
- Airborne operations
- Medical training
- Survival, evasion, resistance, and escape (SERE) techniques

2. Combat Control Training: This course trains airmen to become Combat Controllers, who
are responsible for:
- Establishing air traffic control in combat zones
- Coordinating air support for ground operations
- Conducting covert reconnaissance

3. Tactical Air Control Party (TACP) Training: This program prepares airmen to act as
liaisons between ground forces and air support, emphasizing:
- Close air support operations
- Joint terminal attack controller (JTAC) certification
- Communications and coordination skills

Physical and Mental Conditioning

The training regimen at the 351st goes beyond technical skills. It also emphasizes the
importance of physical and mental conditioning:

- Physical Fitness: Candidates undergo intense physical training that includes:
- Endurance runs
- Strength training
- Water confidence exercises

- Mental Resilience: Programs are designed to build mental toughness through:
- Stress inoculation training
- Team-building exercises
- Scenario-based challenges

The Importance of the 351st in Modern Warfare

The role of the 351st Special Warfare Training Squadron has become increasingly
significant in the context of modern warfare.

Adapting to Changing Threats

In today's dynamic threat environment, the squadron's training programs are continually
updated to reflect current operational needs, including:

- Counterinsurgency tactics
- Cyber warfare and information operations



- Multinational training exercises with allied forces

Collaboration with Other Military Branches

The 351st works closely with other branches of the U.S. military, enhancing
interoperability and joint operational effectiveness:

- Joint Exercises: Participation in joint exercises improves coordination and communication
between different military services.
- Shared Knowledge: The squadron contributes to and learns from the experiences of other
special operations units, fostering a culture of continuous improvement.

Career Opportunities and Pathways

Joining the 351st Special Warfare Training Squadron represents a unique career path
within the Air Force for those interested in special operations.

Eligibility and Application Process

Potential candidates must meet specific eligibility requirements, including:

- A minimum enlistment in the U.S. Air Force
- Successful completion of basic military training
- Passing a series of physical and mental evaluations

The application process typically involves:

1. Assessment and Selection: Candidates undergo a rigorous selection process that tests
their physical fitness, mental acuity, and teamwork skills.
2. Training Pipeline: Once selected, candidates enter a comprehensive training pipeline
tailored to their chosen specialty within the squadron.

Advancement and Professional Development

Airmen who complete training with the 351st can look forward to various career
advancement opportunities, such as:

- Specialized roles within the squadron
- Leadership positions in special operations units
- Opportunities for further training and education



Conclusion

The 351st Special Warfare Training Squadron plays an essential role in shaping the
future of U.S. Air Force special operations. Through their rigorous training programs, they
prepare airmen not only to excel in their missions but also to adapt to the ever-changing
landscape of modern warfare. As the need for skilled special operations personnel
continues to grow, the importance of the 351st remains paramount in ensuring the U.S.
military's readiness and effectiveness on the global stage. With a commitment to
excellence and a focus on innovation, the squadron stands at the forefront of special
operations training, ready to meet the challenges of tomorrow.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary mission of the 351st Special
Warfare Training Squadron?
The primary mission of the 351st Special Warfare Training Squadron is to train and
prepare Air Force Special Operations Forces for a variety of special warfare operations.

Where is the 351st Special Warfare Training Squadron
located?
The 351st Special Warfare Training Squadron is located at Joint Base San Antonio-
Lackland in Texas.

What types of training does the 351st Special Warfare
Training Squadron provide?
The squadron provides training in areas such as combat diving, survival, evasion,
resistance, and escape (SERE), and other special operations tactics.

How does the 351st Special Warfare Training Squadron
contribute to joint operations?
The squadron enhances joint operations by training personnel who can operate in diverse
environments and integrate with other military branches during special missions.

What is the significance of the 351st Special Warfare
Training Squadron's history?
The squadron has a rich history that reflects the evolution of Air Force special operations
and has played a key role in developing elite forces capable of handling complex missions.



What qualifications are required to join the 351st
Special Warfare Training Squadron?
Candidates typically need to meet specific physical, medical, and performance standards,
along with completing a selection process to join the training programs offered by the
squadron.

What role does the 351st Special Warfare Training
Squadron play in international partnerships?
The squadron collaborates with international military forces to share knowledge and
tactics, contributing to global security and counter-terrorism efforts.

What advancements in technology does the 351st
Special Warfare Training Squadron incorporate into
training?
The squadron integrates advanced technologies such as virtual reality and simulation tools
to enhance training effectiveness and prepare personnel for modern warfare scenarios.
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