a dictionary of angels including the
fallen angels

a dictionary of angels including the fallen angels serves as an essential
reference for understanding the complex hierarchy, roles, and identities of
celestial beings across various religious and mythological traditions. This
comprehensive guide explores the names, attributes, and significance of
angels, including the often misunderstood fallen angels who have played
pivotal roles in theological narratives. By delving into the origins and
characteristics of these spiritual entities, the dictionary sheds light on
their influence in scripture, folklore, and cultural symbolism. Whether
examining archangels known for their divine missions or fallen angels who
symbolize rebellion and temptation, this article provides a detailed overview
suitable for scholars, enthusiasts, and anyone interested in angelology. The
following sections will outline the classifications of angels, notable
angelic figures, the concept of fallen angels, and their impact on religious
thought.
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Classification and Hierarchy of Angels

The study of angels traditionally involves understanding their hierarchical
structure and classifications, which vary across religious texts and
traditions. In Christian angelology, angels are often organized into three
hierarchies, each containing three orders or choirs, making a total of nine
distinct ranks. This structure reflects their proximity to the divine and
their specific roles in the cosmos.

The Three Hierarchies

The highest hierarchy consists of the Seraphim, Cherubim, and Thrones, known
for their closeness to God and their roles in worship and divine governance.
The middle hierarchy includes Dominions, Virtues, and Powers, who act as

regulators of the cosmos and deliver divine authority. The lowest hierarchy



encompasses Principalities, Archangels, and Angels, often involved directly
with human affairs, delivering messages and providing guidance.

Variations Across Traditions

While the Christian framework is widely recognized, other traditions such as
Judaism and Islam have their own classifications and names for angels. Jewish
angelology includes figures like the Malakh (messengers) and the Ophanim
(wheels), while Islamic tradition features angels such as Jibril (Gabriel)
and Mika'il (Michael), emphasizing their duties in divine revelation and
judgment.

Notable Angels and Their Roles

Throughout religious texts and lore, certain angels stand out due to their
specific missions, symbolic meanings, or frequent mentions. These angels
often serve as intermediaries between the divine and humanity, carrying out
God's will and offering protection or guidance.

Archangel Michael

Michael is one of the most prominent angels, often depicted as a warrior and
protector. He is considered the leader of the heavenly armies, fighting
against evil forces and defending the faithful. In Christianity, Michael is
also associated with the final judgment and the defeat of Satan.

Archangel Gabriel

Gabriel is known primarily as a messenger angel. He is credited with
delivering important announcements, such as the Annunciation to the Virgin
Mary in Christian tradition and the revelation of the Quran to Prophet
Muhammad in Islam. Gabriel symbolizes communication and divine revelation.

Archangel Raphael

Raphael is often linked to healing and guidance. His name means "God heals,"
and he appears in texts such as the Book of Tobit, where he aids Tobias and
offers protection during his journey. Raphael represents divine care and
restoration.

Other Significant Angels

Besides the archangels, numerous other angels play vital roles in theology



and mythology. These include Uriel, known as the angel of wisdom; Metatron,
who is sometimes described as the celestial scribe; and Seraphim, the burning
angels of pure light and love.

Fallen Angels: Origins and Significance

The concept of fallen angels is central to many religious narratives,
symbolizing the rebellion against divine authority and the consequences of
pride and disobedience. Fallen angels are typically understood as those who
were cast out of heaven due to their defiance or sin.

Origins of Fallen Angels

The idea of fallen angels mainly originates from Christian and Jewish
traditions, where texts like the Book of Enoch and the Bible describe angels
who transgressed divine law. These angels are often linked to the story of
Lucifer, a once-exalted angel who sought to overthrow God and was
subsequently banished.

Characteristics and Roles

Fallen angels are commonly depicted as malevolent beings who influence
humanity towards sin and corruption. They are sometimes associated with
demons and evil spirits, representing chaos and temptation. Their narrative
serves as a cautionary tale about the dangers of hubris and rebellion.

Fallen Angels in Religious Texts

In the Bible, fallen angels appear in various passages, including references
in Isaiah and Revelation. The Book of Enoch elaborates extensively on the
Watchers, a group of angels who descended to Earth and corrupted humankind.
Islamic tradition also mentions rebellious jinn and angels, though the
concept differs somewhat.

List of Angels Including Fallen Angels

Below is a categorized list of prominent angels featured in angelology,
including notable fallen angels. This list serves as a dictionary-style
reference, highlighting their key attributes and roles.

1. Archangels: Michael, Gabriel, Raphael, Uriel, Metatron

2. Angelic Orders: Seraphim, Cherubim, Thrones, Dominions, Virtues, Powers,



Principalities, Angels
3. Fallen Angels: Lucifer (Satan), Azazel, Samael, Belial, Asmodeus

4. Other Notable Angels: Raziel (angel of mysteries), Sandalphon (angel of
prayer), Jophiel (angel of beauty)

Influence of Angels in Culture and Religion

Angels, including fallen angels, have had a profound impact on religious
thought, art, literature, and popular culture. Their depictions often reflect
theological concepts and moral lessons, inspiring devotion, fear, and
curiosity.

Angels in Religious Practices

Many religious traditions incorporate angels into their worship and rituals.
Angels are invoked for protection, guidance, and intercession. The veneration
of archangels and guardian angels is common in Christianity, while Islamic
teachings emphasize the roles of angels in recording deeds and delivering
messages.

Angels in Art and Literature

Throughout history, angels have been depicted in paintings, sculptures, and
literature, symbolizing purity, divine intervention, and spiritual warfare.
Fallen angels often appear in works exploring themes of rebellion,
redemption, and the nature of evil, such as John Milton’s "Paradise Lost."

Modern Interpretations and Symbolism

In contemporary culture, angels continue to serve as symbols of hope,
protection, and the supernatural. The concept of fallen angels has expanded
into various genres including fantasy and horror, illustrating the enduring
fascination with these celestial beings and their stories.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'A Dictionary of Angels' and what does it



cover?

‘A Dictionary of Angels' is a comprehensive reference book by Gustav Davidson
that catalogs various angels, including fallen angels, from different
religious, mythological, and occult traditions.

Does 'A Dictionary of Angels' include information
about fallen angels?

Yes, the dictionary includes detailed entries on fallen angels, their
origins, roles, and significance across various texts and beliefs.

How is 'A Dictionary of Angels' useful for
researchers or enthusiasts?

It serves as an authoritative resource providing historical, theological, and
cultural insights about angels and fallen angels, making it valuable for
scholars, writers, and spiritual enthusiasts.

Are the entries in 'A Dictionary of Angels' based on
multiple religious traditions?

Yes, the dictionary draws from Judaic, Christian, Islamic, and other
mythological and occult sources to provide a broad and inclusive overview of
angelic beings.

Who is the author of 'A Dictionary of Angels' and
what is his background?

Gustav Davidson, the author, was a poet and scholar with a deep interest in
angelology and religious studies, which informed his extensive compilation of
angelic lore.

Additional Resources

1. The Dictionary of Angels: Including the Fallen Angels

This comprehensive reference book provides detailed entries on angels from
various religious and mythological traditions. It explores their names,
attributes, and roles, including an extensive section on fallen angels and
their significance. The book serves as an invaluable resource for scholars
and enthusiasts of angelology.

2. Angels and Fallen Spirits: A Guide to the Celestial and the Damned

This guide offers an in-depth look at angels and fallen spirits, detailing
their origins and stories across different cultures. It includes descriptions
of their characteristics, hierarchies, and influences on human history. The
book also examines the moral and theological implications of angelic fall.



3. Fallen Angels: The Origins and Names of the Watchers

Focusing specifically on the Watchers, this book delves into the history and
mythology of these fallen angels. It provides a dictionary-style compilation
of their names and roles as depicted in ancient texts. Readers gain insight
into how these beings have shaped religious narratives about sin and
redemption.

4. Encyclopedia of Angels: Fallen and Heavenly Beings

This encyclopedia categorizes angels into various orders and explores the
stories behind the fallen ones as well. Each entry includes historical
context, symbolic meanings, and cultural references. It’s an essential volume
for anyone interested in the angelic realm and its complexities.

5. The Fallen Angels Lexicon: Names, Legends, and Lore

Dedicated to fallen angels, this lexicon compiles myths, legends, and
theological interpretations surrounding these celestial rebels. It provides
readers with a dictionary format to easily look up specific fallen angels and
understand their narratives. The book also discusses their impact on
religious and occult traditions.

6. Angelic Hierarchies and the Fall: A Dictionary of Celestial Beings

This dictionary explores the structured hierarchy of angels, including the
perturbations caused by the fall of certain beings. It offers detailed
descriptions of angelic ranks and profiles of notable fallen angels. The work
bridges theological perspectives with historical and literary sources.

7. Names of the Fallen: A Compendium of Rebellious Angels

This compendium collects the names and stories of rebellious angels who
defied divine order. It includes textual analysis from ancient scriptures and
apocryphal writings. The book highlights the varied portrayals of fallen
angels across different faiths and cultures.

8. Celestial Beings: A Dictionary of Angels, Demons, and the Fallen

Covering a broad spectrum of supernatural entities, this dictionary
distinguishes between angels, demons, and fallen angels. Each entry explains
the origins, attributes, and roles of these beings in spiritual traditions.
The book provides a balanced perspective on their interconnectedness and
distinctions.

9. Fallen Angels in Myth and Scripture: A Dictionary

This dictionary focuses on the appearances and interpretations of fallen
angels in myths and religious scriptures worldwide. It provides concise
entries that include historical background and theological significance. The
book is a valuable academic tool for understanding the complex nature of
fallen angels.
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