
8 in sign language

8 in sign language is a fundamental concept for those learning American Sign
Language (ASL) and other sign language systems worldwide. Understanding how
to represent numbers accurately in sign language is crucial for effective
communication, especially in contexts involving counting, dates, ages, and
other numerical information. This article explores the specific sign for the
number 8, its variations, and its usage in different sign languages.
Additionally, it will cover the importance of mastering numerical signs, tips
for practicing, and common mistakes to avoid. Readers will gain comprehensive
knowledge about expressing the number 8 in sign language and how this
knowledge fits into broader numerical communication within the deaf and hard-
of-hearing communities.
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Understanding the Sign for 8 in American Sign
Language

The sign for the number 8 in American Sign Language (ASL) is a distinct
handshape that is easy to learn but crucial to master for clear numerical
communication. In ASL, the number 8 is formed by touching the tip of the
thumb to the tip of the middle finger while the other fingers are extended.
This handshape resembles a closed circle between the thumb and middle finger,
with the index, ring, and pinky fingers straightened. The palm orientation
generally faces outward or slightly to the side, depending on the signer’s
preference and context.

Step-by-Step Instructions to Form the Sign for 8

To accurately produce the sign for 8 in ASL, follow these steps carefully:

Extend your hand with all fingers straight.1.

Bend the middle finger downwards so that its tip touches the tip of your2.
thumb.

Keep the index, ring, and pinky fingers fully extended and close3.
together.

Orient your palm outward or slightly to the side.4.

Hold the position momentarily to communicate the number clearly.5.



Importance of Palm Orientation and Movement

While the handshape is essential, palm orientation and subtle movements can
affect clarity. For the number 8, the palm typically faces outward, away from
the signer’s body, to ensure visibility for the recipient. Unlike some other
numbers, the sign for 8 does not require movement; it is a static handshape.
Maintaining this position clearly and steadily supports effective
communication.

Variations of the Number 8 in Different Sign
Languages

Although American Sign Language has a unique method for signing the number 8,
other sign languages around the world may have different representations.
Understanding these variations helps in cross-cultural communication and
appreciation of global sign languages.

British Sign Language (BSL) Representation

In British Sign Language, the number 8 is signed differently than in ASL. The
signer typically holds up the hand with all fingers extended and then curls
the index finger twice, indicating the number 8. This method visually differs
from ASL’s thumb-to-middle-finger contact, illustrating the diversity of
numerical signs worldwide.

International Sign and Other Variations

International Sign, used in global deaf events, sometimes borrows from ASL or
creates simplified signs for numbers. The number 8 is often signed similarly
to ASL but can vary based on regional preferences. Other sign languages, such
as French Sign Language (LSF) or Japanese Sign Language (JSL), also have
distinct signs for numbers, reflecting linguistic and cultural uniqueness.

Common Uses of the Number 8 in Sign Language
Communication

The number 8 appears frequently in everyday communication, making it
essential for signers to use it accurately. This section explores typical
contexts where the number 8 is used and how it integrates into broader
numerical conversations.

Counting and Basic Math

Counting objects, telling time, or performing basic arithmetic often requires
the signer to use the number 8. For example, counting items such as “eight
apples” or indicating “eight o’clock” involves combining the sign for 8 with
other signs representing objects or concepts.



Dates and Ages

Dates, birthdays, and ages commonly include the number 8. Signers must be
proficient in expressing numbers to convey accurate information, such as “I
am 8 years old” or “My birthday is on the 8th of the month.” This usage
highlights the practical importance of mastering the sign for 8 in daily
conversations.

Telephone Numbers and Addresses

When sharing telephone numbers, addresses, or other numerical codes, clarity
in signing the number 8 is critical. Miscommunication can easily occur if the
sign is unclear, underscoring the necessity of precise handshape and palm
orientation.

Techniques for Learning and Practicing the Sign
for 8

Mastering the sign for 8 requires consistent practice and attention to
detail. This section outlines effective techniques and strategies for
learners to improve their proficiency.

Visual Practice and Repetition

Watching videos or live demonstrations of the sign for 8 helps learners
understand the correct handshape and positioning. Repeatedly practicing the
motion improves muscle memory and confidence in using the sign during
conversations.

Using Flashcards and Number Drills

Flashcards featuring numbers and their corresponding signs encourage active
recall and reinforcement. Number drills, where learners sign a sequence of
numbers including 8, help integrate the sign into fluid communication.

Engaging with Deaf Communities

Interacting with native signers provides valuable feedback and real-world
practice. Deaf communities often offer workshops, meetups, and online forums
where learners can practice numerical signs like 8 in meaningful contexts.

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

Errors in signing the number 8 can lead to confusion or misinterpretation.
Recognizing and correcting these mistakes enhances communication clarity.



Incorrect Finger Placement

A frequent mistake is using the wrong fingers to form the number 8. Touching
the thumb to the wrong finger, such as the index or ring finger instead of
the middle finger, changes the sign and may be misunderstood as a different
number.

Poor Palm Orientation

Failing to orient the palm outward can obscure the handshape and make the
sign difficult to see. Ensuring the palm faces the receiver maintains
visibility and comprehension.

Unintentional Movement

Adding unnecessary movement or shaking the hand while signing the number 8
can confuse the message. The sign for 8 is generally static and should be
held steady to convey the number clearly.

Verify finger placement by checking the thumb touches the middle finger.

Keep the palm facing outward for maximum visibility.

Hold the hand steady without additional motion.

Practice regularly to develop muscle memory and accuracy.

Frequently Asked Questions

How do you sign the number 8 in American Sign
Language (ASL)?

To sign the number 8 in ASL, touch the tip of your thumb to the tip of your
middle finger while keeping the other fingers extended.

Is the sign for 8 the same in all sign languages?

No, the sign for 8 can vary between different sign languages around the
world. The description provided is specific to American Sign Language (ASL).

Can the number 8 sign be used in finger spelling or
just for numbers?

The number 8 sign in ASL is primarily used to represent the number 8 and is
not part of the ASL alphabet finger spelling system.



What is the difference between the signs for 6, 7,
and 8 in ASL?

In ASL, 6 is signed by touching the tip of the thumb to the pinky finger, 7
by touching the thumb to the ring finger, and 8 by touching the thumb to the
middle finger.

Are there any cultural meanings associated with the
number 8 sign in ASL?

Generally, the number 8 sign in ASL strictly represents the number and does
not carry additional cultural meanings, but context can add significance.

How can beginners practice signing the number 8
correctly?

Beginners can practice by watching ASL videos, using a mirror to check hand
shape, and repeating the movement to ensure the thumb touches the middle
finger accurately.

Is it necessary to use both hands when signing the
number 8 in ASL?

No, the number 8 is signed with one hand in ASL by forming the correct finger
position as described.

Can the sign for 8 be combined with other signs to
indicate larger numbers?

Yes, in ASL, numbers can be combined or signed sequentially to form larger
numbers, so the number 8 sign can be part of larger numeric expressions.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering American Sign Language: The Number System and Beyond
This comprehensive guide explores the fundamentals of American Sign Language
(ASL), with a special focus on numbers, including the sign for 8. It provides
detailed illustrations and step-by-step instructions to help learners
accurately form and use signs in everyday communication. The book also
includes exercises to reinforce number recognition and usage in
conversations.

2. Counting in Sign Language: A Beginner’s Handbook
Designed for beginners, this handbook introduces the basics of counting from
1 to 20 in sign language. It highlights the unique handshapes and motions
used for numbers like 8, offering tips for memorization and practice. The
book also includes fun activities and quizzes to make learning engaging and
effective.

3. Sign Language Numbers: A Visual Guide
This visually rich guide focuses on the number system in ASL, providing clear
images and descriptions of how to sign numbers, including 8. It delves into
the cultural and practical aspects of using numbers in sign language



communication. Readers will find useful sections on fingerspelling and number
incorporation in sentences.

4. The Art of Signing: Numbers and Counting in ASL
This book combines artistic illustrations with instructional content to teach
readers how to sign numbers fluently, emphasizing proper handshape and
movement for signs like 8. It includes historical context and practical usage
scenarios, helping learners understand the relevance of numbers in Deaf
culture. The book is suitable for both self-study and classroom use.

5. Everyday Sign Language: Numbers and Time
Focusing on practical application, this book teaches how to use numbers in
daily conversations, such as telling time and discussing quantities. It
provides clear instructions for signing numbers including 8 and shows how to
incorporate them naturally into sentences. The book also includes dialogues
and real-life examples for practice.

6. ASL for Kids: Learning Numbers and Basic Signs
This engaging book is tailored for children learning ASL, introducing numbers
with colorful illustrations and simple explanations. It covers the number 8
and other numerals through fun games and interactive activities designed to
keep young learners interested. The book encourages early language
development and communication skills.

7. Numbers in ASL: From Basics to Advanced Concepts
Ideal for intermediate learners, this book expands on basic number signs,
including 8, and explores more complex numerical concepts like ordinal
numbers and mathematical expressions in ASL. It offers practice exercises and
tips for mastering number fluency. The book also addresses common mistakes
and how to avoid them.

8. Communicating Numbers: Sign Language for Everyday Use
This practical guide focuses on the use of numbers in various daily contexts,
such as shopping, dates, and phone numbers. It thoroughly explains how to
sign 8 and other numbers clearly and confidently. The book includes dialogue
examples and culturally relevant notes to enhance understanding.

9. Sign Language Dictionary: Numbers Edition
A specialized dictionary dedicated to number signs, this book provides
detailed entries for each number, including 8, with illustrations and usage
tips. It serves as a quick reference for learners and interpreters alike. The
dictionary format makes it easy to locate and review signs as needed.
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