
98 ap world history
98 ap world history is a term often associated with achieving a high score on
the Advanced Placement World History exam, a rigorous test that evaluates
students' understanding of global historical events, themes, and processes.
Scoring a 98, or near-perfect score, requires comprehensive knowledge of
world history, critical thinking skills, and the ability to analyze
historical evidence effectively. This article explores strategies to excel in
the AP World History exam, key content areas to focus on, and tips for
mastering the thematic and chronological breadth of the course. Additionally,
it covers how to approach multiple-choice questions, short-answer questions,
document-based questions (DBQs), and long essay questions (LEQs) to maximize
scores. Whether preparing for the exam or seeking to deepen historical
understanding, this guide offers valuable insights into achieving a top
score. The following sections will delve into the core components of the 98
ap world history preparation process.

Understanding the AP World History Exam Structure

Key Content Areas and Historical Periods

Effective Study Strategies for Achieving a High Score

Mastering Different Question Types

Additional Resources and Practice Techniques

Understanding the AP World History Exam
Structure
The AP World History exam is designed to assess students' understanding of
historical developments and processes from approximately 1200 CE to the
present. The exam is divided into two main sections: multiple-choice and
free-response. Each section evaluates different skills, including factual
knowledge, analytical abilities, and writing proficiency. Understanding the
exam format is crucial for effective preparation and time management during
the test.

Multiple-Choice Section
The multiple-choice section consists of 55 questions to be answered in 55
minutes. These questions test students' ability to interpret primary and
secondary sources, analyze historical evidence, and understand chronological
relationships. Questions often include maps, graphs, images, and excerpts



from historical texts, requiring students to apply their knowledge in
context.

Free-Response Section
The free-response section includes three types of questions: a Document-Based
Question (DBQ), a Long Essay Question (LEQ), and a Short-Answer Question
(SAQ) set. Together, these require students to construct well-organized
essays that demonstrate historical argumentation and synthesis skills. The
DBQ asks students to analyze a series of documents and incorporate outside
knowledge, while the LEQ focuses on a broader historical theme or period.
SAQs test concise historical reasoning across multiple prompts.

Key Content Areas and Historical Periods
Achieving a high score on the 98 ap world history scale depends heavily on
mastering the course content, which spans six major historical periods. Each
period emphasizes significant global developments, such as state formation,
economic systems, cultural exchanges, and technological advancements.

Period 1: Technological and Environmental
Transformations (to c. 600 BCE)
This period covers the origins of human societies, the Neolithic Revolution,
early civilizations in Mesopotamia, Egypt, the Indus Valley, and China, and
the development of complex societies. Key concepts include the rise of
agriculture, urbanization, and early political structures.

Period 2: Organization and Reorganization of Human
Societies (c. 600 BCE to c. 600 CE)
During this era, major empires such as the Persian, Mauryan, Gupta, Han, and
Roman emerged. It highlights the spread of major religions and philosophies,
including Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, and Daoism, as well as trade
networks like the Silk Roads.

Period 3: Regional and Interregional Interactions
(c. 600 CE to c. 1450)
This period focuses on the expansion of Islam, the rise of the Byzantine
Empire, the Mongol Empire, and trade networks such as the Indian Ocean trade.
It also covers cultural exchanges and technological diffusion across Afro-
Eurasia.



Period 4: Global Interactions (c. 1450 to c. 1750)
The Age of Exploration, the Columbian Exchange, the establishment of colonial
empires, and the beginnings of global trade networks define this period. It
includes the growth of maritime empires and the impact of European expansion
on indigenous populations.

Period 5: Industrialization and Global Integration
(c. 1750 to c. 1900)
This period examines the Industrial Revolution, political revolutions,
imperialism, and the global spread of new economic and social ideologies. Key
themes include the rise of capitalism, nationalism, and the transformation of
societies through industrialization.

Period 6: Accelerating Global Change and
Realignments (c. 1900 to Present)
The most recent period covers the World Wars, decolonization, the Cold War,
globalization, and contemporary issues such as environmental challenges and
technological innovation. It emphasizes global interconnectedness and rapid
social change.

Effective Study Strategies for Achieving a High
Score
Consistent and targeted study habits are essential for students aiming to
earn a score of 98 or higher on the AP World History exam. Employing a
variety of study techniques can enhance retention and understanding of
complex historical themes and facts.

Create a Detailed Study Schedule
Organizing study time into manageable segments aligned with the exam's
content periods helps ensure thorough coverage. Prioritize weaker areas and
allocate time for review sessions and practice exams to build confidence and
speed.

Utilize Thematic Review
Because the AP World History exam emphasizes thematic understanding, students
should focus on key themes such as technology, trade, social structures, and
cultural interactions. Connecting historical events through these themes



enhances analytical skills and essay writing.

Practice Writing and Analyzing Documents
Writing clear, well-supported essays is critical for free-response success.
Regular practice with DBQs and LEQs, including outlining and timed writing,
helps students develop effective argumentation and evidence integration.

Engage with Primary and Secondary Sources
Interpreting a variety of historical documents and scholarly interpretations
fosters deeper comprehension. Annotating sources and summarizing main ideas
improve critical reading skills vital for all exam sections.

Mastering Different Question Types
Each question type on the AP World History exam tests specific skills.
Mastery of these formats contributes significantly to achieving a 98 ap world
history score.

Multiple-Choice Tips
Reading questions carefully and eliminating obviously incorrect answers
increases accuracy. Time management is essential; pacing ensures all
questions are addressed. Practice with past exams sharpens these skills.

Short-Answer Questions (SAQs)
SAQs require concise, focused responses that directly address the prompt.
Structuring answers with clear topic sentences and specific evidence
maximizes points.

Document-Based Question (DBQ)
Success on the DBQ depends on analyzing given documents, developing a
coherent thesis, and integrating outside knowledge. Organizing the essay with
a strong introduction, body paragraphs addressing documents, and a conclusion
is crucial.

Long Essay Question (LEQ)
The LEQ evaluates students' ability to argue a historical claim across a



broad topic. Crafting a clear thesis and supporting it with relevant examples
from different regions or time periods improves essay quality.

Additional Resources and Practice Techniques
Access to high-quality study materials and consistent practice are vital for
students targeting the highest AP World History scores. Various resources
provide comprehensive content review and exam strategies.

Review Books and Online Platforms
Well-regarded review books offer summaries of key concepts, practice
questions, and test-taking tips. Online platforms provide interactive
quizzes, flashcards, and video lectures to reinforce learning.

Practice Exams and Timed Writing
Taking full-length practice exams under timed conditions simulates test day
and helps identify areas for improvement. Reviewing graded essays and
multiple-choice results guides focused study efforts.

Study Groups and Tutoring
Collaborating with peers in study groups encourages discussion and
clarification of complex topics. Professional tutoring can offer personalized
guidance and targeted feedback.

Utilize Flashcards and Mnemonics
Flashcards aid memorization of dates, terms, and significant figures, while
mnemonics assist in recalling sequences and thematic connections. These tools
enhance long-term retention and quick recall during the exam.

Understand the exam format and timing

Focus on thematic and chronological content mastery

Practice writing essays with clear arguments

Use diverse study resources and methods

Regularly self-assess with practice tests



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the year 98 in AP World
History?
The year 98 CE marks the beginning of the reign of Roman Emperor Trajan,
under whose rule the Roman Empire reached its greatest territorial extent.

Who was the Roman Emperor in 98 CE, and why is he
important?
Trajan became Roman Emperor in 98 CE and is important for his military
expansions, public building programs, and the empire's prosperity during his
rule.

What were some key events during Trajan's reign
starting in 98 CE?
Key events include the Dacian Wars, expansion into Mesopotamia, extensive
construction projects like Trajan's Forum, and significant social welfare
programs.

How did the Roman Empire change after 98 CE?
After 98 CE, the Roman Empire expanded to its largest size, experienced
economic growth, and saw increased architectural and infrastructural
developments.

What role did Trajan's conquests play in world
history?
Trajan's conquests extended Roman influence into new regions, facilitating
cultural exchanges and setting the stage for future political and military
developments in Europe and the Near East.

How is the year 98 CE relevant to the study of
imperial governance in AP World History?
The year 98 CE exemplifies imperial governance through Trajan's effective
administration, military leadership, and emphasis on public works,
illustrating themes of centralized power and state-building.

What cultural or architectural achievements are



associated with the period starting in 98 CE?
Notable achievements include the construction of Trajan's Column and Forum,
showcasing Roman engineering, art, and propaganda celebrating military
victories.

How did Trajan's rule impact the social structure of
the Roman Empire?
Trajan implemented social welfare programs like alimenta to support poor
children, reflecting an imperial role in social welfare and impacting
societal stability.

Why is understanding the year 98 CE important for AP
World History students?
Understanding 98 CE helps students grasp the dynamics of Roman imperial
expansion, governance, and cultural achievements, which are key topics in the
study of classical civilizations.

Additional Resources
1. Ways of the World: A Global History with Sources
This comprehensive AP World History textbook offers a detailed narrative of
global history from 1200 CE to the present. It integrates primary sources and
thematic approaches to help students develop critical thinking and analytical
skills. The book is highly regarded for its clear explanations and balanced
coverage of different world regions.

2. AP World History: Modern Crash Course
Designed specifically for AP World History students, this Crash Course book
provides concise yet thorough coverage of key concepts and themes. It
includes summaries, review questions, and test-taking strategies to help
students master the curriculum efficiently. The engaging format makes complex
historical events accessible and memorable.

3. Traditions & Encounters: A Global Perspective on the Past
This textbook emphasizes cross-cultural interactions and global patterns
throughout world history. It provides rich insights into political, social,
and economic developments from 1200 CE onwards. The book is known for its
thematic organization and strong emphasis on comparative history, which
aligns well with AP World History objectives.

4. AP World History Prep Plus 2024-2025
A targeted study guide that includes practice exams, detailed content
reviews, and strategies tailored for the AP World History exam. It helps
students focus on important concepts, key terms, and essay writing
techniques. The updated edition ensures alignment with the latest exam format



and standards.

5. Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies
Jared Diamond’s Pulitzer Prize-winning book explores the environmental and
geographical factors that shaped the modern world. While not an AP textbook,
it provides essential background on the development of civilizations and
global inequalities. The book supports a deeper understanding of long-term
historical processes relevant to AP World History.

6. World Civilizations: The Global Experience
This textbook covers world history comprehensively, with special attention to
cultural and social history. It is well-structured for AP students, offering
clear timelines, maps, and thematic chapters. The narrative encourages
students to see connections between different societies and historical
periods.

7. AP World History: Modern - The Best Test Prep for the Advanced Placement
Exam
This guide offers focused content review, practice questions, and test-taking
tips specifically for the AP World History: Modern exam. It breaks down
complex topics into manageable sections, helping students build confidence
and improve performance. The book is a practical supplement for exam
preparation.

8. World History: Patterns of Interaction
Known for its engaging storytelling and vivid illustrations, this textbook
covers global history with an emphasis on cause and effect relationships. It
provides in-depth analysis of political, economic, and cultural developments
from 1200 CE onward. The book supports the development of critical thinking
skills essential for AP World History students.

9. A People's History of the World
This alternative history presents global history from the perspective of
ordinary people rather than elites. It challenges traditional narratives and
highlights social movements, resistance, and grassroots change. While not a
traditional AP resource, it broadens students’ understanding of historical
agency and diversity.
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