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Understanding the wiring of a 480V 3 phase 6 lead motor is essential for anyone working with
industrial machinery and electrical systems. These motors are widely used in various applications,
such as pumps, fans, and conveyors, due to their efficiency and reliability. This article aims to
provide a comprehensive overview of the wiring diagram for a 480V 3 phase 6 lead motor, including
its components, wiring configurations, and installation considerations.

Overview of 3 Phase Motors

3 phase motors are designed to operate on a three-phase power supply, which provides a more
stable and efficient power supply compared to single-phase systems. These motors are characterized
by their ability to deliver high torque and smooth operation.

Key Features of 3 Phase Motors

- Higher Efficiency: 3 phase motors are generally more efficient than single-phase motors, which
translates to lower energy costs.

- Constant Power Delivery: The three-phase power supply allows for a constant flow of electrical
power, reducing fluctuations that can affect performance.

- Reduced Size: For the same power output, 3 phase motors are usually smaller and lighter than
their single-phase counterparts.

Understanding 6 Lead Motors

A 6 lead motor is a type of 3 phase motor that provides multiple wiring configurations, allowing for
flexibility in voltage and torque settings. The six leads can be configured in either a delta (A) or wye
(Y) connection, enabling the motor to operate at different voltage levels.

Advantages of 6 Lead Motors

- Versatility: The ability to switch between wye and delta configurations allows for easier adaptation
to various applications.

- Dual Voltage Operation: 6 lead motors can be wired to operate at different voltages, which is
particularly useful in environments where voltage levels may vary.

- Improved Starting Torque: When wired in delta configuration, these motors can provide better
starting torque, making them suitable for heavy-load applications.



Wiring Diagram for 480V 3 Phase 6 Lead Motor

To understand how to wire a 480V 3 phase 6 lead motor, it is important to familiarize oneself with
the motor's terminal connections and the basic principles of three-phase wiring. Below is a
simplified explanation of the wiring diagram.

Motor Terminals and Leads

A standard 6 lead motor will typically have the following terminal designations:

- U1 and U2: First phase connection
- V1 and V2: Second phase connection
- W1 and W2: Third phase connection

Wiring Configurations

There are two primary configurations for connecting a 6 lead motor: wye (Y) and delta (A). Each
configuration affects the motor's performance differently.

Wye Connection (Y)

In a wye connection, one end of each phase winding is connected together, forming a common point.
The other ends are connected to the power supply. This configuration is generally used for lower
voltage applications.

Wiring Diagram for Wye Connection:

1. Connect U2, V2, and W2 together to form the neutral point.
2. Connect Ul to L1 (Phase 1).

3. Connect V1 to L2 (Phase 2).

4. Connect W1 to L3 (Phase 3).

Delta Connection (A)

In a delta connection, the windings are connected end-to-end, forming a closed loop. This
configuration is typically used for higher voltage applications and allows the motor to run at full
capacity.

Wiring Diagram for Delta Connection:
1. Connect Ul to V2.

2. Connect V1 to W2,

3. Connect W1 to U2.

4. Connect Ul to L1 (Phase 1).

5. Connect V1 to L2 (Phase 2).

6. Connect W1 to L3 (Phase 3).



Installation Considerations

When installing a 480V 3 phase 6 lead motor, it is crucial to follow specific guidelines to ensure
safety and optimal performance.

Safety Precautions

- Disconnect Power: Always ensure that the power supply is disconnected before starting any wiring
work.

- Use Proper Tools: Utilize insulated tools and wear appropriate personal protective equipment
(PPE).

- Follow Electrical Codes: Adhere to local electrical codes and standards to ensure compliance and
safety.

Testing the Motor After Wiring

Once the motor is wired and connections are secured, testing is necessary to ensure proper
operation. Here are steps to follow:

1. Visual Inspection: Check all connections for tightness and proper routing of wires.

2. Insulation Resistance Test: Use a megohmmeter to test the insulation resistance of the motor
windings.

3. Phase Sequence Check: Ensure that the phase sequence is correct before energizing the motor.
4. Start the Motor: Once all checks are complete, power the motor and observe its operation.

Common Issues and Troubleshooting

Even with proper wiring and installation, motors can experience issues that may affect their
performance. Here are some common problems and solutions:

Overheating

- Symptoms: The motor runs hot to the touch, tripping overload protection.
- Possible Causes: Inadequate ventilation, overloading, or improper voltage supply.
- Solutions: Ensure proper cooling, check the load on the motor, and verify voltage levels.

Unusual Noises

- Symptoms: Grinding, buzzing, or rattling noises during operation.
- Possible Causes: Misalignment, worn bearings, or loose components.



- Solutions: Inspect alignment and bearings, tighten loose parts, and replace damaged components.

Failure to Start

- Symptoms: The motor does not start when power is applied.
- Possible Causes: Incorrect wiring, phase loss, or faulty start capacitor.
- Solutions: Double-check wiring, test the phase supply, and replace the capacitor if necessary.

Conclusion

The 480V 3 phase 6 lead motor is a versatile and efficient choice for a variety of industrial
applications. By understanding the wiring diagram and installation process, along with common
troubleshooting techniques, technicians can ensure optimal operation and longevity of these motors.
Proper installation and maintenance are critical to harnessing the full potential of 3 phase motors,
contributing to enhanced productivity and reduced operational costs in industrial settings.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a 480V 3 phase 6 lead motor?

A 480V 3 phase 6 lead motor is an electric motor designed to operate on a 480-volt three-phase
power supply, featuring six leads which allow for different wiring configurations.

Why would I use a 6 lead motor instead of a 9 lead motor?

A 6 lead motor provides more flexibility in wiring configurations, allowing for dual voltage operation
and easier connections for various applications compared to a 9 lead motor.

What are the common wiring configurations for a 6 lead
motor?

Common wiring configurations for a 6 lead motor include Delta and Wye (Star) configurations, which
are used to modify the motor's voltage and current characteristics.

How do I wire a 480V 3 phase 6 lead motor in Delta
configuration?

To wire a 480V 3 phase 6 lead motor in Delta configuration, connect the leads as follows: connect Ul
to V1, U2 to W1, and U3 to V2, while connecting V2 and W2 to the power supply lines.



How do I wire a 480V 3 phase 6 lead motor in Wye
configuration?

To wire a 480V 3 phase 6 lead motor in Wye configuration, connect all the U leads together, V leads
together, and W leads together, while connecting the free ends to the power supply.

What tools are needed to wire a 480V 3 phase 6 lead motor?

Tools needed include a multimeter for testing connections, wire strippers, screwdrivers, and
appropriate safety gear such as gloves and goggles.

What safety precautions should I take when wiring a 480V
motor?

Always ensure the power is turned off before starting work, use insulated tools, wear appropriate
personal protective equipment, and verify voltage levels with a multimeter before making
connections.

Can a 6 lead motor be converted from 480V to a lower voltage?

Yes, a 6 lead motor can be rewired to operate at a lower voltage (e.g., 240V) by changing the
configuration from Delta to Wye, depending on the motor's specifications.

What are the signs of improper wiring in a 480V 3 phase
motor?

Signs of improper wiring include unusual noise, overheating, tripped circuit breakers, and reduced
motor performance or failure to start.

Where can I find a wiring diagram for a 480V 3 phase 6 lead
motor?

Wiring diagrams can typically be found in the motor's technical manual, on the manufacturer's
website, or through electrical engineering resources and forums.
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