
40 fabulous math mysteries answer key
40 fabulous math mysteries answer key serves as an essential resource for educators,
students, and math enthusiasts eager to dive into the world of mathematical enigmas.
Whether you're a teacher looking to engage your class or a learner wanting to challenge
yourself, these mysteries provide an entertaining yet educational journey through various
math concepts. In this article, we will explore the nature of math mysteries, offer an answer
key to 40 fabulous math mysteries, and discuss the pedagogical benefits of incorporating
such activities into learning.

Understanding Math Mysteries

Math mysteries are puzzles that require mathematical reasoning to solve. They often
incorporate storytelling elements, making them more engaging for learners. These
mysteries can range from simple problems that reinforce basic arithmetic to complex
scenarios that involve algebra, geometry, or even calculus.

The Importance of Math Mysteries

1. Critical Thinking: Math mysteries encourage students to think critically. They must
analyze the problem, devise a strategy, and apply mathematical concepts to find the
solution.
2. Engagement: The narrative aspect of mysteries captures students' imaginations, making
math more relatable and enjoyable.
3. Collaboration: Many math mysteries can be solved in groups, promoting teamwork and
communication among students.
4. Real-World Applications: By presenting math in the context of a mystery, students can
see the relevance of mathematical concepts in everyday life.

40 Fabulous Math Mysteries

Below, we present 40 fabulous math mysteries along with their answers. These mysteries
cover a variety of mathematical topics and can be used as standalone puzzles or as part of
a larger unit on problem-solving.

1. The Case of the Missing Coin

Mystery: A man had 10 coins in his pocket. He lost 3 coins but later found 2. How many
coins does he have now?

Answer: 9 coins.



2. The Mysterious Age

Mystery: Sarah is twice as old as John. In 5 years, Sarah will be 5 years older than John. How
old are they now?

Answer: Sarah is 10, and John is 5.

3. The Secret Garden

Mystery: A gardener planted a row of flowers. He planted 3 red flowers, 5 blue flowers, and
2 yellow flowers. If he rearranges them randomly, what is the probability of picking a blue
flower first?

Answer: 5/10 or 1/2.

4. The Enchanted Triangle

Mystery: The angles of a triangle are in the ratio of 2:3:5. What are the measures of the
angles?

Answer: 36°, 54°, and 90°.

5. The Clock Conundrum

Mystery: At what time between 4 and 5 o'clock are the hands of a clock exactly opposite
each other?

Answer: 4:30.

6. The Train Problem

Mystery: A train travels 60 miles in 1 hour. If it maintains this speed, how far will it travel in
2 hours?

Answer: 120 miles.

7. The Mysterious Box

Mystery: A box contains 10 red balls, 5 blue balls, and 15 green balls. What is the
probability of randomly selecting a blue ball?



Answer: 5/30 or 1/6.

8. The Age Puzzle

Mystery: If I am 4 times as old as my son now and in 20 years I will be twice as old as he
will be, how old are we now?

Answer: I am 40 years old, and my son is 10 years old.

9. The Magic Number

Mystery: Find a number that when multiplied by 3 and added to 4 equals 19.

Answer: 5.

10. The Lost Treasure

Mystery: A treasure map shows that you must walk 10 meters east, then 10 meters north.
How far are you from your starting point?

Answer: Approximately 14.14 meters (using Pythagorean theorem).

11. The Candy Jar

Mystery: If there are 30 candies in a jar and you take out 5, how many candies do you
have?

Answer: You have 5 candies.

12. The Fruit Basket

Mystery: In a basket, there are twice as many apples as oranges. If there are 12 oranges,
how many apples are there?

Answer: 24 apples.

13. The Riddle of the Shapes

Mystery: A rectangle has a length that is double its width. If the perimeter is 60 cm, what
are the dimensions?



Answer: Length = 20 cm, Width = 10 cm.

14. The Mysterious Numbers

Mystery: What is the sum of the first 10 prime numbers?

Answer: 2 + 3 + 5 + 7 + 11 + 13 + 17 + 19 + 23 + 29 = 129.

15. The Secret Code

Mystery: Each letter in a word corresponds to a number (A=1, B=2, etc.). What is the sum
of the letters in the word "MATH"?

Answer: M(13) + A(1) + T(20) + H(8) = 42.

16. The Mysterious Rectangle

Mystery: A rectangle’s length is 3 times its width. If the perimeter is 48 cm, what is the
area?

Answer: Area = 144 cm² (Length = 18 cm, Width = 6 cm).

17. The Pattern Problem

Mystery: What is the next number in the sequence: 2, 4, 8, 16, ...?

Answer: 32 (the sequence doubles each time).

18. The Classroom Riddle

Mystery: There are 30 students in a class. If 18 are girls, how many boys are there?

Answer: 12 boys.

19. The Mysterious Weights

Mystery: If a box weighs 5kg, and it contains 3 bags of flour weighing 2kg each, what is the
total weight?

Answer: 11 kg.



20. The Aged Puzzle

Mystery: A mother is 4 times older than her son. After 4 years, she will be twice his age.
How old are they now?

Answer: Son = 4 years, Mother = 16 years.

Continuing the Mysteries

For brevity, we’ll list the remaining mysteries and their answers succinctly.

21. The Pizza Problem

Mystery: If a pizza has 8 slices and you eat 3, how many slices are left?

Answer: 5 slices.

22. The Coin Toss

Mystery: If you flip a coin 10 times, what is the maximum number of heads you could get?

Answer: 10 heads.

23. The Dividing Line

Mystery: Divide 100 by half and add 20. What is the result?

Answer: 220.

24. The Number Sequence

Mystery: What is the sum of the first five even numbers?

Answer: 2 + 4 + 6 + 8 + 10 = 30.

25. The Distance Puzzle

Mystery: If you travel at 60 km/h for 2 hours, how far do you travel?



Answer: 120 km.

26. The Chocolate Box

Mystery: A box contains 20 chocolates. If you give away half, how many do you have left?

Answer: 10 chocolates.

27. The Birthday Riddle

Mystery: If today is your birthday and you turn 10, how old will you be in 5 years?

Answer: 15 years.

28. The Book Count

Mystery: If you have 3 books and buy 5 more, how many books do you have?

Answer: 8 books.

29. The Triangle Mystery

Mystery: The perimeter of a triangle is 30 cm. If one side is 10 cm and the other is 12 cm,
what is the length of the third side?

Answer: 8 cm.

30. The Water Tank

Mystery: If a tank holds 500 liters of water and is filled at a rate

Frequently Asked Questions

What is '40 Fabulous Math Mysteries'?
'40 Fabulous Math Mysteries' is a collection of engaging math problems designed to
enhance critical thinking and problem-solving skills among students.



What grade levels is '40 Fabulous Math Mysteries'
suitable for?
It is primarily suitable for middle school students, but can also be adapted for upper
elementary and high school students.

How are the math mysteries structured in the book?
Each mystery presents a scenario or storyline that requires mathematical reasoning to
solve, often integrating various math concepts.

Are there answer keys provided for the mysteries?
Yes, the book includes an answer key that provides solutions to all the math mysteries for
educators and students.

Can '40 Fabulous Math Mysteries' be used in a
classroom setting?
Absolutely, it is designed to be used in classrooms to promote collaborative problem-
solving and engage students in math.

What types of math concepts are covered in '40
Fabulous Math Mysteries'?
The book covers a variety of math concepts including algebra, geometry, fractions, and
basic arithmetic.

Is there a digital version of '40 Fabulous Math
Mysteries' available?
Yes, many educational publishers offer digital versions of the book for easy access and
interactive learning.

How can teachers incorporate '40 Fabulous Math
Mysteries' into their curriculum?
Teachers can use the mysteries as warm-up activities, group projects, or as part of a math
center to encourage independent learning.

What skills do students develop by solving these math
mysteries?
Students develop critical thinking, logical reasoning, teamwork, and creativity by engaging
with the mysteries.
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