65 successful harvard business school application

essays

65 successful Harvard Business School application essays offer invaluable insights for prospective
students eager to secure their spot at one of the world's most prestigious business institutions.
Applying to Harvard Business School (HBS) is a transformative journey that requires not only strong
academic credentials but also compelling personal narratives. In this article, we will delve into the
essential elements of these essays, dissecting what makes them stand out and how aspiring

applicants can craft their own unique stories.

Understanding the Importance of the HBS Application Essay

The Harvard Business School application essay is not just a requirement; it is a crucial component that
allows candidates to showcase who they are beyond their academic achievements and professional
experiences. The essay provides an opportunity to:

¢ Demonstrate self-awareness and reflection.

¢ Highlight unique experiences and perspectives.

e Communicate career goals and aspirations.

e Showcase leadership qualities and potential.

By analyzing successful essays, applicants can gain insights into effective storytelling techniques, the



importance of authenticity, and how to align their narratives with HBS’s core values.

Key Elements of Successful HBS Application Essays

When dissecting 65 successful Harvard Business School application essays, several common themes

and characteristics emerge. Here are some essential elements that these standout essays share:

1. Authenticity

Authenticity is paramount in crafting an engaging essay. Successful applicants often share personal

stories that reflect their true selves. Instead of trying to fit into a mold, they highlight their individuality

and unique experiences.

2. Clarity and Focus

Effective essays maintain clarity and focus. Each essay typically revolves around a central theme or
message, allowing the reader to easily follow the narrative. Successful applicants know how to

articulate their thoughts succinctly, avoiding unnecessary embellishments.

3. Strong Opening

A compelling opening line can capture the reader's attention and set the tone for the entire essay.
Many successful essays start with a powerful anecdote, a thought-provoking statement, or a question

that piques curiosity.



4. Reflection and Growth

Harvard values candidates who demonstrate personal growth and a willingness to learn from their
experiences. Essays that reflect on challenges faced, lessons learned, and how these experiences

shaped the applicant are often more impactful.

5. Clear Career Vision

Applicants should articulate their short-term and long-term career goals clearly. Successful essays
often connect personal experiences with professional aspirations, illustrating how HBS is a critical step

in achieving those goals.

Common Themes in Successful Essays

After reviewing numerous essays, several recurring themes emerge that resonate with the HBS

admissions committee. Here are some common themes that successful applicants have utilized:

1. Leadership Experiences

Many successful essays highlight significant leadership experiences, whether in professional settings,

community service, or extracurricular activities. These narratives often showcase:

¢ Initiative taken in leadership roles.

¢ Impact on teams or organizations.



¢ Lessons learned from successes and failures.

2. Overcoming Adversity

Essays that discuss overcoming personal or professional challenges resonate deeply. Successful
applicants often share stories of resilience, emphasizing how these experiences shaped their character

and drive.

3. Global Perspectives

In an increasingly globalized world, candidates who can provide unique insights or experiences from
different cultures tend to stand out. These essays often reflect an appreciation for diversity and a

desire to contribute to global business challenges.

4. Commitment to Community

Many successful essays illustrate a commitment to giving back to the community. Whether through
volunteer work, mentorship, or social entrepreneurship, these narratives showcase a sense of

responsibility and desire to make a positive impact.

5. Passion for Learning

Showing a genuine passion for learning and personal development is a theme that resonates well with
HBS. Successful applicants often describe how their curiosity has driven them to explore new ideas,

gain diverse experiences, and adapt to challenges.



Strategies for Crafting Your Own Successful HBS Application

Essay

Now that we’ve examined the key elements and themes of successful HBS application essays, here

are some strategies to help you craft your own compelling narrative:

1. Reflect on Your Experiences

Take time to reflect on your personal and professional journey. Consider the following questions:

¢ What are the most significant experiences that have shaped you?
¢ What challenges have you overcome, and what did you learn?

¢ What are your short-term and long-term career goals?

2. Create an Outline

An outline can help structure your essay and ensure a logical flow. Start with an engaging introduction,
followed by the body where you delve into your experiences, and conclude with a strong closing that

reinforces your goals.



3. Be Authentic

As you write, focus on being genuine. Share your true thoughts and feelings, and avoid using clichés

or trying to fit a certain narrative. Authenticity will resonate with the admissions committee.

4. Seek Feedback

Share your essay with trusted friends, mentors, or advisors who can provide constructive feedback.

They can offer valuable insights and help you refine your narrative.

5. Revise and Edit

Don’t hesitate to revise your essay multiple times. Pay attention to clarity, grammar, and word choice.

A polished essay demonstrates professionalism and attention to detail.

Final Thoughts

In conclusion, writing a successful Harvard Business School application essay requires introspection,
clarity, and a genuine representation of who you are. By exploring the narratives of 65 successful HBS
application essays, prospective students can glean essential lessons on how to present their own
unique stories. Remember, the goal of the essay is to provide the admissions committee with a
glimpse of your personality, values, and aspirations. With dedication and thoughtful reflection, you can

craft an essay that not only meets the requirements but also leaves a lasting impression.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key themes present in the '65 Successful Harvard
Business School Application Essays'?

The key themes include personal leadership experiences, professional achievements, overcoming

challenges, clarity of goals, and the demonstration of self-awareness and growth.

How can applicants use the essays as a guide for their own writing?

Applicants can analyze the structure, tone, and content of the essays to understand what makes a

compelling narrative, as well as how to effectively articulate their unique experiences and aspirations.

What common mistakes should applicants avoid when writing their
Harvard Business School essays?

Common mistakes include being overly generic, failing to provide specific examples, neglecting to

show personal insight, and not aligning their stories with their future goals.

How important is authenticity in the essays according to the '65
Successful Harvard Business School Application Essays'?

Authenticity is crucial; admissions committees value genuine reflections and personal narratives that

reveal the applicant's true self, rather than what they think the committee wants to hear.

What role does storytelling play in crafting a successful essay for
Harvard Business School?

Storytelling is vital as it helps applicants engage the readers, making their experiences relatable and

memorable while effectively conveying their motivations and character.



Can you summarize the types of essays included in the '65 Successful
Harvard Business School Application Essays'?

The collection includes essays that cover various topics such as career goals, personal struggles,
leadership experiences, and reflections on teamwork, showcasing diverse backgrounds and

aspirations.

How can the essays help applicants understand the Harvard Business
School culture?

The essays provide insights into the values and characteristics that HBS seeks in candidates, such as

ambition, resilience, and a collaborative spirit, helping applicants tailor their narratives accordingly.
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