955 postal exam

955 postal exam is a specialized test used by the United States Postal Service (USPS) to evaluate
candidates for various postal positions. This exam is designed to assess a range of skills and aptitudes
critical for job performance, including address verification, memory, coding, and customer service
abilities. Understanding the structure, content, and preparation strategies for the 955 postal exam is
essential for applicants aspiring to secure a position within the USPS. This article provides a
comprehensive overview of the exam, including its purpose, sections, scoring, and effective study
tips. Additionally, it explains the importance of the exam in the hiring process and how candidates can
improve their chances of success. The following sections will guide readers through the details of the
955 postal exam.

e Overview of the 955 Postal Exam

e Exam Content and Format

* Preparation Strategies for the 955 Postal Exam
e Scoring and Passing Criteria

¢ Application Process and Exam Registration

e Common Challenges and Tips for Success

Overview of the 955 Postal Exam

The 955 postal exam is a key component of the USPS hiring process, primarily used to assess
candidates' suitability for various mail processing and delivery roles. This exam evaluates critical skills
such as reading comprehension, memory recall, and spatial reasoning, which are essential for
efficient postal operations. The USPS periodically updates the exam to reflect the evolving
requirements of postal jobs and to ensure fairness and accuracy in candidate evaluation.
Understanding the nature and significance of the 955 postal exam helps applicants to approach it
with the necessary preparation and confidence.

Purpose of the 955 Postal Exam

The primary purpose of the 955 postal exam is to measure job-related skills that indicate a
candidate’s potential success in postal service roles. The exam helps USPS hiring managers identify
individuals who possess the aptitude to handle the physical and mental demands of postal work. It
also serves as a standardized measure, ensuring that all applicants are evaluated on a consistent
basis, which enhances fairness in the recruitment process.



Who Takes the 955 Postal Exam?

The 955 postal exam is typically required for entry-level positions such as mail handlers, clerks, and
carriers. Candidates seeking these roles must pass the exam to move forward in the hiring process.
The exam is open to U.S. citizens and residents who meet the USPS eligibility criteria. It is important
for applicants to verify their specific job announcements to determine whether the 955 postal exam is
required.

Exam Content and Format

The 955 postal exam consists of multiple sections designed to test a variety of skills relevant to postal
work. The format includes multiple-choice questions and practical exercises that simulate job tasks.
The exam is administered electronically in many cases, although paper versions can be available
depending on the testing location. Familiarity with the exam content and structure is vital for effective
preparation.

Sections of the 955 Postal Exam

The exam typically includes the following sections:

e Address Checking: Candidates verify and correct addresses to ensure proper mail delivery.
e Memory: Tests short-term memory through tasks such as recalling sequences or details.

e Coding and Decoding: Involves interpreting numeric or alphanumeric codes used in mail
processing.

* Forms Completion: Measures the ability to accurately fill out forms and documents.

e Customer Service Scenarios: Assesses decision-making and problem-solving in customer
interactions.

Duration and Question Types

The total duration of the 955 postal exam usually ranges between 60 to 90 minutes, depending on the
specific version administered. Questions are presented in multiple-choice format, with some sections
requiring candidates to perform simulated tasks such as identifying errors or matching addresses.
Time management is crucial, as some sections are timed strictly to assess quick and accurate
responses.

Preparation Strategies for the 955 Postal Exam

Preparing effectively for the 955 postal exam requires a combination of understanding the test
structure, practicing relevant skills, and familiarizing oneself with the types of questions asked.



Comprehensive preparation increases the likelihood of achieving a passing score and securing a
postal job.

Study Materials and Resources

Various study guides and practice tests are available to help candidates prepare for the 955 postal
exam. These materials often include sample questions, detailed explanations, and tips for each exam
section. Utilizing official USPS practice resources, as well as third-party preparation books and online
courses, can provide a well-rounded study experience.

Effective Study Techniques

Successful candidates often employ the following study techniques:
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. Regular practice with timed quizzes to improve speed and accuracy.
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. Reviewing postal terminology and common address formats.
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. Developing memory skills through mnemonic devices and repetition.
4. Simulating test conditions to build confidence and reduce anxiety.

5. Focusing on weaker areas by analyzing practice test results.

Scoring and Passing Criteria

The 955 postal exam is scored based on the number of correct answers, with some sections weighted
differently depending on job relevance. The USPS sets a minimum passing score that candidates must
meet or exceed to be considered for employment. Understanding the scoring system helps applicants
gauge their performance and identify areas for improvement.

How Scores Are Calculated

Each section of the 955 postal exam contributes to the overall score, which is calculated by summing
the weighted scores of individual sections. Incorrect answers typically do not result in penalties, so
guessing when unsure can be advantageous. Scores are used alongside other hiring criteria to
determine candidate suitability.

Passing Score Requirements

The USPS requires a minimum passing score that varies by position and testing cycle. Generally, a
score of 70% or higher is considered passing, but this threshold can fluctuate based on applicant pool
competitiveness and specific job needs. Candidates should aim to exceed the minimum passing score



to increase their chances of selection.

Application Process and Exam Registration

Applicants interested in USPS positions requiring the 955 postal exam must follow a specific
application and registration process. Knowing how to register and what steps to take ensures timely
participation in the exam and subsequent hiring stages.

How to Register for the 955 Postal Exam

Registration for the 955 postal exam typically occurs through the USPS careers website or authorized
testing centers. Candidates must create an account, complete the job application, and schedule their
exam date. It is important to monitor application deadlines and testing availability to avoid missing
opportunities.

What to Expect on Exam Day

On the day of the exam, candidates should arrive early with necessary identification and confirmation
details. The testing environment is controlled to maintain fairness, with proctors overseeing the
process. Candidates will receive instructions before starting the exam and should remain calm and
focused throughout.

Common Challenges and Tips for Success

Many candidates face challenges when taking the 955 postal exam, including time pressure,
unfamiliar question types, and test anxiety. Recognizing these challenges and applying effective
strategies can improve performance and outcomes.

Common Difficulties Encountered

Some of the most frequent challenges include:

e Managing time effectively during timed sections.
e Interpreting complex or ambiguous questions.
» Retaining and recalling detailed information under pressure.

e Maintaining concentration throughout the entire exam.



Tips for Overcoming Challenges

To overcome these difficulties, candidates should:

1. Practice under timed conditions to build pacing skills.

2. Read questions carefully and eliminate obviously incorrect answers.

3. Use memory techniques such as chunking for better retention.

4. Develop stress-reduction habits, including deep breathing and positive visualization.

5. Ensure adequate rest and nutrition before the exam day.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 955 postal exam used for?

The 955 postal exam is used by the United States Postal Service (USPS) to assess candidates applying
for various postal positions, including mail carriers and clerks.

What topics are covered in the 955 postal exam?

The 955 postal exam typically covers topics such as address checking, forms completion, coding and
memory, and personal characteristics related to postal work.

How can | prepare for the 955 postal exam?

To prepare for the 955 postal exam, you can review USPS job requirements, practice sample
questions, take online practice tests, and study relevant postal procedures and regulations.

Is the 955 postal exam still in use for USPS hiring?

As of recent updates, the USPS has transitioned to using the Postal Exam 474 for most entry-level
positions, but some specialized roles may still require the 955 exam or similar assessments.

Where can | find official practice materials for the 955 postal
exam?

Official practice materials for the 955 postal exam can be found on the United States Postal Service
website, as well as from authorized USPS testing centers and reputable postal exam preparation
websites.



Additional Resources

1. Mastering the 955 Postal Exam: Comprehensive Study Guide

This guide offers a thorough overview of the 955 Postal Exam, covering all sections including address
checking, coding, and memory. It includes practice questions, detailed answer explanations, and test-
taking strategies to help applicants boost their confidence and improve their scores. Perfect for first-
time test takers aiming to understand the exam format fully.

2. 955 Postal Exam Practice Tests and Review

Featuring multiple full-length practice tests modeled after the actual 955 Postal Exam, this book
allows candidates to simulate the test environment. Each test is followed by in-depth answer keys and
tips to identify strengths and weaknesses. Additionally, it provides review material focused on the
most challenging areas of the exam.

3. The Essential 955 Postal Exam Study Companion

This compact yet comprehensive companion book breaks down key concepts and skills needed to
pass the 955 Postal Exam. It highlights important rules for postal procedures, memory exercises, and
accuracy drills. The book is designed for quick study sessions and last-minute preparation.

4. 955 Postal Exam Success Strategies

Focusing on effective study plans and test-taking techniques, this book guides readers through the
best ways to prepare for the 955 Postal Exam. It includes time management tips, stress reduction
methods, and common pitfalls to avoid during the test. The author also shares motivational advice to
maintain focus and discipline.

5. Address Checking and Coding for the 955 Postal Exam

This specialized guide zeroes in on the address checking and coding sections, which are crucial
components of the 955 Postal Exam. It explains USPS address formats, coding rules, and provides
practice exercises to improve speed and accuracy. ldeal for candidates who want to strengthen these
specific skills.

6. Memory and Concentration Training for the 955 Postal Exam

Dedicated to enhancing memory and concentration, this book offers practical exercises tailored to the
955 Postal Exam’s memory-related questions. It features visualization techniques, pattern recognition
drills, and games designed to boost mental agility. A great resource for applicants who find memory
tasks challenging.

7. Postal Exam 955: Vocabulary and Language Skills

This book focuses on the language skills required to succeed in the 955 Postal Exam, including
vocabulary, comprehension, and grammar. It provides word lists, practice questions, and strategies to
improve reading speed and understanding. Suitable for test takers looking to polish their verbal
abilities.

8. Time Management for the 955 Postal Exam

Time pressure is a significant challenge on the 955 Postal Exam, and this guide offers practical advice
on how to effectively allocate time during each section. It includes sample timed drills, pacing
strategies, and tips for maintaining focus under exam conditions. Candidates will learn how to
maximize their performance within the time limits.

9. 955 Postal Exam: The Complete Preparation Manual
This all-inclusive manual combines review material, practice questions, and expert advice for every



section of the 955 Postal Exam. It is designed to provide a balanced approach to studying, ensuring
that readers develop the knowledge and skills needed to pass. The manual also contains insights into
the hiring process and what to expect on exam day.
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