
73 87 chevy truck wiring diagram
73 87 chevy truck wiring diagram is an essential resource for any owner or enthusiast
of these classic vehicles. Whether you're restoring a vintage Chevy truck or looking to
troubleshoot electrical issues, having a clear understanding of the wiring diagram is
crucial. This article will delve into the specifics of the 73-87 Chevy truck wiring diagram,
providing insights into its components, common issues, and tips for maintenance and
repair.

Understanding the 73-87 Chevy Truck Wiring
Diagram

The 73-87 Chevy trucks were produced during a transformative era in automotive design,
featuring advancements in technology and engineering. The wiring diagram for these
trucks serves as a blueprint for the electrical systems, detailing the arrangement of wires,
connectors, and components.

What is a Wiring Diagram?

A wiring diagram is a visual representation of an electrical circuit. It uses symbols and
lines to illustrate how different components are connected and how electricity flows
through the system. For the 73-87 Chevy trucks, understanding this diagram is vital for:

- Repairing electrical issues: Identifying faulty wiring or components.
- Modifying or upgrading: Adding new accessories or troubleshooting existing systems.
- Restoration projects: Ensuring the vehicle maintains its authenticity.

Key Components of the 73-87 Chevy Truck Wiring
Diagram

Understanding the wiring diagram requires familiarity with the key components involved.
Below is a breakdown of the essential parts:

Battery: The power source for the entire electrical system.

Alternator: Responsible for charging the battery and powering the electrical system
while the engine is running.

Starter: Engages the engine when starting the truck.

Fuses: Protect the electrical circuits from overloads and shorts.



Relays: Act as switches for high-power devices, such as lights and the starter.

Wiring Harness: A collection of wires bundled together, connecting various
electrical components.

Ground Connections: Provide a return path for electrical current, essential for
circuit function.

Common Wiring Issues in 73-87 Chevy Trucks

When working with older vehicles like the 73-87 Chevy trucks, certain wiring issues may
frequently arise. Here are some common problems to watch out for:

Corroded Connections: Over time, electrical connections can corrode, leading to
poor conductivity and system failures.

Frayed Wires: Wires can become brittle and break, especially in areas exposed to
heat or constant movement.

Faulty Grounding: A poor ground connection can cause erratic behavior in
electrical components, such as flickering lights.

Short Circuits: These occur when wires touch each other improperly, often leading
to blown fuses or damaged components.

Old or Faded Diagrams: Original wiring diagrams may become difficult to read;
having a clear, updated diagram is essential.

How to Read the 73-87 Chevy Truck Wiring
Diagram

Reading a wiring diagram can seem daunting at first, but with practice, it becomes easier.
Here are steps to help you understand the diagram:

Identify Symbols: Familiarize yourself with common electrical symbols used in1.
wiring diagrams, such as resistors, capacitors, and switches.

Follow the Lines: The lines represent the wires; following them will show you how2.
components are connected.



Check Color Codes: Many diagrams use color codes to indicate different wires.3.
Knowing these can help you trace circuits more effectively.

Refer to the Key: Most diagrams come with a key or legend that explains the4.
symbols and color codes used.

Cross-Reference Components: If you're troubleshooting, cross-reference the5.
components with the physical parts to ensure you’re looking at the correct section.

Tips for Maintaining the Electrical System

Maintaining the electrical system in your 73-87 Chevy truck is crucial for longevity and
performance. Here are some tips for keeping it in good condition:

Regular Inspections: Periodically check wiring for signs of wear, corrosion, or
damage.

Use Quality Parts: When replacing components, opt for high-quality parts to ensure
reliability and safety.

Keep Connections Clean: Use electrical contact cleaner to remove dirt and
oxidation from connectors.

Monitor Battery Health: Regularly check the battery and charging system to
prevent unexpected failures.

Document Changes: If you make any modifications to the wiring, document them
for future reference.

Where to Find Wiring Diagrams

If you need access to a wiring diagram for your 73-87 Chevy truck, several resources are
available:

Service Manuals: Official service manuals often include detailed wiring diagrams.

Online Forums: Enthusiast forums and websites often share wiring diagrams and
troubleshooting advice.

Automotive Repair Websites: Websites dedicated to classic cars frequently have
downloadable wiring diagrams.



Local Dealerships: Some dealerships may provide copies of wiring diagrams for
older models.

Conclusion

The 73 87 Chevy truck wiring diagram is an invaluable tool for anyone dealing with
these classic vehicles. Understanding the components, common issues, and maintenance
tips can make a significant difference in keeping your truck running smoothly. Whether
you're troubleshooting a problem or embarking on a restoration project, mastery of the
wiring diagram will empower you to tackle electrical challenges with confidence. With the
right knowledge and resources at your disposal, you can ensure your Chevy truck remains
a reliable and cherished classic for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the best source for a 73-87 Chevy truck wiring
diagram?
The best sources for a 73-87 Chevy truck wiring diagram include repair manuals like the
Haynes or Chilton manuals, online forums dedicated to classic trucks, and websites like
Chevy Truck Forum or Classic Car Restoration Club.

How do I troubleshoot electrical issues using the 73-87
Chevy truck wiring diagram?
To troubleshoot electrical issues, start by identifying the specific circuit related to the
problem. Use the wiring diagram to trace the circuit components, check for continuity
with a multimeter, and look for signs of wear or damage in wiring and connectors.

Are there any common wiring problems in 73-87 Chevy
trucks?
Yes, common wiring problems include corroded connectors, frayed wires, especially
around the door hinges, and issues with the ignition switch or fuse box. Regular
inspections can help identify these issues early.

Can I modify the wiring in my 73-87 Chevy truck for
modern accessories?
Yes, you can modify the wiring to accommodate modern accessories, but it's important to
refer to the wiring diagram to understand the original circuit layout. Use appropriate
gauge wire and fuses to prevent electrical issues.



Where can I find aftermarket wiring harnesses for 73-87
Chevy trucks?
Aftermarket wiring harnesses for 73-87 Chevy trucks can be found at auto parts stores,
specialty automotive retailers, or online marketplaces like Summit Racing, LMC Truck, or
Amazon.
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